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Three Zones of Biosphere Reserves @

DEVELOP

CONSERVE LEARN & INSPIRE

1ese0rch, Mmoniton ng na mofo\. mot O‘I\YO(CO
con nowm!v

: Spoace lor community-driven sustol i
gevelopmant and INNOVOLive aCoNOMIC practices.

Source: United Notions Fowcationod, Scentific ond Cultural Organizotion
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| i) = 1986 2000 e, e SR FAlEE |5.520
2 i e a4t 1988 2004 ITEE 6,407.03
3 e 1988 2009 ERID) 820
4 TR @ 1989 2001 dftrerrg 10,500
s e 1989 2001 aftrerTg 19,630
6 ,rmq —_—% 1989 = Eon) 2,837
7~ P + 1989 2013 Sieum iR AR e 885
§  Tofuferarer 1994 2009 At 5,569
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feg-daman 1997
SgmT-fear 1998
TaHg* 1999
GIEEATT* 2000
SIS ¥ 2001
HAAFFAR-FAERSHRE___2005
o0 I HEHTW— 2008
NG REEZS 2009
L | P 2010
g 2011

2009 —  HETRRW
Frfrr
— ¥ AR afeE 3,500

ner WRW 3R 3.835.46
EXsitauret

TSR
femTerer v
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e R

2018
2016
2012

2025

2020

HEH

ITRUTEA YT

765

5,111.50
4,981.72
2,931.12

12,454
7,770
4,755.58

2,998.98
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Biosphere Reserves (BRs) of India

vatg Bebang

' ,&bﬁ. Sk

Out of 18 BRs: 13 BRs
are  under  World
Network of Biosphere
Reserve of UNESCO

S BRs are under
inclusion In ‘World
Network of Blosphere
Reserve of UNESCO 3
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Key Highlights
National Policy on Geothermal Enery (2025)

oF

yol

-Promotes tional Goals Divers Tec
Research, Supports Net Zero

inter-ministerial 2070 & renewable

coordination & energy goals

global best
| practices

rax.

(o
QN v

—

L—
Applications In
Power, heating and Geo solar hybrids,
cooling, agriculture EGS and AGS, and
& desalination oll well retrofitting

ocal ollaboration Ecosystem Capacity
Partnership Global mal —Development Building
Local innovation, bodies, states and Strong Skill development
joint ventures & Oil & Gas public-private & knowledge
infrastructure companies ecosystem | sharing
reuse

el

hnological
novation
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(b) Thaet 2 AR 3
(c)aﬁa | 3R 3
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©  WA: "IN 2070 qF A2-S IcESH F & I W F H AT i
(Geothermal Energy) ST FFicTE W= TSl UM Wﬁﬁfg’(&ﬂﬁ
U Hecaqul et T Gedl €1 39 2 o ST H WRd H Jardid sl sl
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2 dead as cyclone ravages 3 districts of A.P.

' Over 12,000 evacuated; 52,459 hectares of crops
destroyed, 312 homes and power lines damaged

Nellore Seayand
VUAYAWALA

1 deast WO persons
A were killed on
Tuesday alter sev

L ere cyclonic storm Mugasy

hit south coastal Andlua
Pradesh, destroving stand-
g crops spread  ovey
S2459 heciares and &
maging 312 bouses and
power Lransonsshon Nnes.

The S1ate INsaster Man
agvrnendt Authority muarngs
g director Pralhar Jain

' conlirmed the deaths and
sald 12,230 peopile age our-

‘reotly  in rehabiltation
centres i the worst-aflect-
od districts of Guotur, Ba
patla, and Palnadu,

Mr. Jain told The Hindu
that the two ramrelated
deaths took place in Bapat-
Ia district, "A 2S5vyvearold
man in Chinnaganjam and
a 65 vearold woman in Ka
ramchedu lost thesr fves
after bulldings collapécd

on them” the SDMA
naing director sakd

Trall of destruction
Murza, which crossed the
oot near Oegiole In Pruds
sam dtnct between 330
am and SO am
brought beavy rain 1o the
parched districes of Praka-
wam and Palvadu while
leaving 2 tradl of destrux
toa. Over 30 trees fell on
roads and another 300
were uprooted acToss efehe
villiges In Pradcsam dis
0ict; more than 200 mo-
bile 1owers were atfected,

The inchement weather
Gisrupted  tramspoet and
boft commuters strandod at
several locations. More
than 35 wrains were can-
oelied, 13 were diverted,
and eight were resche
duied. A number of Bights
were ako cancelled

Mr. Jain said prefaninary
reports estimated Josses of

£344 crore and added that

Storm system weakens after landfall near Ongole
on Tuesday morning and moves further inland

Storm havec Atuildng that collapsed in Frakasam datnct in Andhra Pradesh o ram riggered by
Cyddcne Nurasy on Tuesday, KONV SRS

the damage was less severe
than that caused by Cy
clone Arnab List week,
According to the India
Meteorvlogical — Depart-
ment (IMD), the observed

maximum sustained wind
speed  during  Murasu's
landrall was 110-120 kmph.
Prakasam and Bapatla dis:

tricts received very heavy

rainfall of around 200 mm

between 12 a.m, and 6 a.m.
on Tuesday.

After landfall, the sys-
tem moved  northwess
wards and weakened into a
cyclonic storm by noon. I

was expected 1o further
weaken nto a deep de
presshon by Tuesday night,
while moving towards Te
Langana, the IMD sadd

The Bodamery rivalet
in NTR district, which trig:
perod Hoods In Vissyawada
in 2024, Is expectad 10 re-
celve coplous indlow, fore-
ing ofbclals 1o shilt people
living in low-ving areas 1o
rel latlon centres,

Highest rainfall

Between 830 am, and 9
poan,, Marripslem in Palng-
du district recorded the
dav's highest rainfall of
263.75 mm, lollowed by
Ganapavaram at 2467
mim; Konanki in Bapatla
district recorded  213.25
mm of ramfall, Five weath:
er stathons, four in Palnadu
and one in Bapatla, record
ed extremely heavy rainfall
above 204.5 mm, while 22
stations in Guatur, Praka-

_sam, and West Godavarl

Guntur, Bapatla, and Palnadu are worst-affected
districts; 200 mm of rain recorded on Tuesday

districes recorded raindall |

above 100 mm
Clude! Minkster N Cun
drababy Nasda said the po

vernmemt had effecthvely |

deakt with Arnad and Mu
rasu, winch hat the Andhea
Cost i 2 span of 3 week
The response was centred

on saving Bues and Bmiting |
damage,  the |

property
Chicf Minister sadd, thank
ing the Centre and the go
vernments of Telangana,
Karnataka and Tamil Na-
du for offering hedp.

Union Home Minister |

Amit Shah spoke with My,

Naldu and ssid the Cenere |

“stands with the people of
Andhra Pradesh wwh a

fum resolve 10 fa0e any |

kind of ssmuation”™. “Alrea
dv, NDRF and SDRF teams
are on the ground, under:

taking relief measures and |
standing as & suppan for |

the people in the cvclone
affected areas.” he wrote

on X.

>

Youlube Homework

gyclone Arnab
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PACs ensure efficient use |
of public money: Om Birla

LS Spcaker s Jong pending repocts of Public Accounts Committees unges wse of technology
o anahvse dane Kerabum OM clls lor discussion on how the comumiteees shoalkd tresie CAG reponts

r

The Hindu Darvaw

T VANANTIIA M L AN

ok Sabha Speaker
Lu:n Birda said oo
Toesdy thar the

: b Accounts Comnmn

ees (PAC) In Parlament

jand Some legidures en

e thal pabix moncy

» was uesed effciently and for
the gl parposes.

He was sovaling &t e
IBALENIE] Crremnom) of 3
fwye .!,l'. condete '.\‘ul‘,'",.-
CHArPersns aam —

sates Detias hoosed Dy e
e T
Kemalam Asseesihly

Highlizhtiog the gisting-

: tive democralic comven-
L nan of appointing 3 Mem

ber of the OpposiEion &
the Chalipersoa of 1he

§ PAC, Mr, Brla soid thoe thes

Lity,  indusiveness  and
s strength of India's parka-
© menitary democracy

“The representanion of

L&l paolidical parties in the

Committee ensures that

| ifferent perspectives are
s beoughe to the examing-

Lon of puldlic expenditure.
This 5 2 shining example

. of the abiliry of democratic

Calling for the wse of

| techaology o break down
' data, he said, ~...zhe PACs
" are somesimes beset with

dedays, with reports some-

timex pending for 1520
L years, This hus 50 be ad-

Gressed, Technology, data
analytics and stahcisl -

e T Y N AT———— GV B ST

o\

AARENSEE M AR LTI R BRI AR R e
T Y

L20 SR Soegher Ove Sl sl Saua S2bha Dupety Chaman Marhansd, Kevalam Chiod Minicer .0

Sathiisan, FRC rmun KO Woagopdl and e mw.umaﬂw INN]
Venugopal flags absence of top officials

Press Trust of India
TR CANAN THAMUSAM

Pubic Acoumes
Commitiee Chairman K.C
Venupopal vohoed concemmn
over the absence of chief
secTetares of six States af

telligpence can play an im-
pottant role in anahving
targe volumes of expend)
nwe  da, emsifving
emenzing trends, detecting
potentiad Brancial ey
mondioring of 200 clwer-
vatioes,” be said

On CAL reports
Keralam  Chief  Mintser

V0. Saaheesan called Sor 2
seriows discussson on how
the PACS should trest the
findings I Comperolier
and Andtoe General of In-

——— ——— — -

a2y

<o C) =

SEANE AR
L _— .
oi-lﬁﬂ

its recent meeting.

The athcers had been
Caled 10 tencler oral
evidence on scholarshigs
for Scheduled] Caste
students.

“The abseoxe of the
chief secretaries denied

dR (CAG) repocts,

He said thoe legislature
has no power o exchude a
report tabled by the CAG
from the scrutiny of the
PAC, calling such a move
an “unhealthy parliamen-
LAry practe”,

The Keralam Chief M-
nister also criticised the
methodology the CAG uses
to calculate amognes, say-
irg it often defeats the pur-
posse of an andit.

“The 2000 CAG aundit re-
ports on the 26 spectrum

cakulsted an  estimated

e e s .

e | e cmanid . —

the commntee the
OppOCTUIEtY tO examine
the shortcomings and
seCure corrective action,”
loe sanidd.

He urged Lok Sabba
Speaker Om Birka 1o
intervens in such cases.

loss of .76 Rakh crore Ly
extrapolating revenie
based on Later benchimarks
than acreal market condl- |
thoms,” he said

Senice Congress leader |
and the Chairperson of the '
Public Accounts Comunit- |
tees K. C. Vergopal said |
that the CAG needs 1o In
crease the number of au
dirs and focus more on the |
Hagship schemes, includ- |
ing the fal Jeevan mission |
and e Pradban Mantri |
A Yojana, l

Witk t'fsfgts frovn PTI

e v A I e Ak L




Women protest over pending
dues under Ladki Bahin scheme

Vv
MUMBEAI

Women from different
parts of Maharashtra prot-
ested in Mumbai on Tues-
day seeking disbursal of
pending instalments under
the Mahayuti govern-

ment’s flagship Majhidadie-

Bahin Ygiana. They also
demanﬁgiasueamlinmg of
the e-KYC process.

“Why have you stopped
our instalmentsz” During
elections, y e us the
money. Now that there is
no election, you have
stopped the funds. How
was our e-KYC done ear-
lier? Why is the portal shut
now? Why are there no
answers? You promised us
12,100 when you were run-
ning for elections. Now,
you have stopped even the
I,500," said Vaishali
Chorge from Chandiwali.

She was among the sev-
eral women who partici-

Women pacipating in the protest led by the All India Democratic

Women's Association in Mumbai on Tuesday. VINAYA DESHPANDE PANDIT

pated in the protest led by
the All India Democratic
Women's Association (AID-
WA) In Azad Maidan.

‘Not a freebie’

CPI(M) leader and AIDWA's
founding member Brinda
Karat told The Hindu, “It is
about the principle of ac-
countability. In our democ-
racy, when you make a
promise, what happens
when you don't remain an-
swerable? You take the

vote. And then, who is ac-
countable? You have be-
trayed these women whom
you had promised 32,100 a
month. This is not a free-
bie. Women's work in India
is identified as the social
community, gender which
does the most work.”

A delegation of AIDWA

leaders led by Mariam Dha-

wale met Maharashtra go-
vernment officials and Mi-
nister Chhagan Bhujbal
with the demands.
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Technological sovereignty key

for India’s self-reliance: Rajnath

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday said mil-
itary preparedness in the
21st century was intrinsi-
cally linked to technologi-
cal and industrial capabili-
ties, emphasising that
India’s pursuit of self-re-
liance must go beyond in-
digenous manufacturing to
achieving technological so-
vereignty.

Addressing the third
edition of the Delhi De-
fence Dialogue 2026 at the
Manohar Parrikar Institute
for Defence Studies and
Analyses (MP-IDSA), Mr.
Singh said true self-re-
liance meant possessing
the knowledge to design
defence platforms, the

technology to manufacture
them, intellectual property
to upgrade them and the
capability to sustain them
throughout their lifecycle.
He described defence
reforms, self-reliance, in-
ternational collaborations
and exports as four inter-
connected pillars of India’s
strategic autonomy and its
ambition to become a de;
veloped nation by 2047,
Mr. Singh said recent
conflicts had demonstrat-
ed how battlefields were
expanding beyond land,
sea and air into space, cy-
berspace and the digital
domain. The growing use
of relatively inexpensive
drones and autonomous
systems was challenging
sophisticated and costly
military platforms, making

rapid innovation, large-
scale manufacturing and
the ability to replenish mil-
itary capabilities equally
important.

He said the government
was encouraging greater
private sector participation
in advanced defence pro-
grammes, including the
Advanced Medium Com-
bat Aircraft (AMCA), pro-
pulsion systems, Advanced
Towed Artillery Gun Sys-
tem (ATAGS), artillery am-
munition and
shipbuilding.

The Defence Minister
said production had
reached a record %1.78 lakh
crore in 2025-26, while ex-
ports rose to 38,424
crore. Indian defence pro-
ducts were now reaching
more than 80 countries.

9

12" BRICS Parliamentary
Forum

13'"" ASEAN Defence
Ministers Meeting

G-20 Foreign Ministers
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Demonstrations create a ‘protest
economy;, top court tells traders

7

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELM

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday remarked o Delhi
traders that protests are
not entirely hostile to busi-
ness, pointing out  that
there is also Sprotest ﬁo-
nomy” that generates :
ecarmnings for enterprising
hawkers and vendors at
demonstration sites.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surva
Kant expressed sympathy
for the right to livelihood of
the small traders, hawkers,
and push cart vendors,
noting that their right com-
peted with the right to ex-
pression of the protesters.,
The court said there was a
need for balance.

The court was respond-
ing to a petition hled by Ki-
rana Committee Delhi that
protests are “bleeding™ the
traders of Delhi dry during
the two months of peak
festive season.

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, for the national
capital’s traders, said even
the Ramlila Grounds, the
- designated protest site af-
ter Jantar Mantar, was only

a mile away from the iconic
shopping and commercial
hub of Connaught Place
(CP) in the national capital.
“We have lost thousands
of crores. Nobody is able to
do business in Connaught
Place. Thousands of auxili-
ary workers connected to
these businesses are with-
out a jobs as sales is down
in the middle of the festive
season,” Mr. Rohatgi said.
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, for the Union go-
vernment, referred to how
the Cockroach Janta Party
(CP) linked NEET-UG pap-
er leak protestors had

sought permission for a

The court was responding to a petition saying that protests
‘bleeding” traders dry during peak festive season, FILE PHQ

peaceful demons QN at
Jantar Mantar only foka
day on June 20, but had r
fused to leave,

Trade concerns
“Everybody has a right to
protest... But everybody
must adhere to conditions
of permission. You cannot
occupy a protest site inde-
finitely. There are other
protestors too... Where
will they go?* Chief Justice
Kant asked.

Mr. Mehta submitted
that the organisers of prot-
ests or bandh calls must
take responsibility for the

losses caused to others.

|
Senfor advocate N. Ha- |

riharan, appearing for CP1
(M) State secretary M.A. |
Baby along with advocate |
Subhash Chandran, ques- |
tioned whether the author-
ities were suddenly having |
second thoughts about de-
signating Ramlila Grounds

as a designated sitghow, |
Justice Bage inted{
yut that essenthed like food

ad water usually are sup- |
ied 1o protesters at the |
te by hawkers and ven- |
dors. ‘
“There would be ample |
food... There is a protest |
economy... Like in melas, |
there is a lot of busitwssg
one... ‘Mela economy',” |
Judige Bagchi observed |
orally. |
JUSUCQ Bilg( | dSALY U )
traders whether they had |
made the protest organis-
ers a party in their case. {
Mr. Rohatgi replied in the |
negative, while calling fora |
two-month ban on protests |
during the festive season,
The court issued notice |
on the plea but refused to |
pass any interim order |
without hearing the other |
stakeholder - the protest |

organisers,




.lh Karnataka seat at heart of vote theft claims,
803 voter IDs linked to 397 names after SIR

Wishita Bhanns

(LA IR

Whike oo o 00w o of
e spriial bt 1y
s M) w0 v an
digdicmr  Parrws o
et vl The Mindn
sl Dt aley Do 53N on
P erOne, Ry Mahe
drvrar s ity cone
ey shomse b MO0 womer
(0% Jmhod to Jas 297 povo
e i sowend can, e
than Opee soter Is hd
oo s uhder oo fuy
ALY AN

This & O vy Copsl
Py whute e T“wile
Ory ITR)” OoemrToneTEy
v svepend, wih On
Laader of the Oppesitivm
In the Lok Sabdha, Rated
Condlyl, aivgieng it vvrt
e Y Ll o oden
vires had been svarman
cally orgpitoesd in Ow
Aes 1o gl e ont
Qoo of e 203 Beagaie
1s Covnrad Lok saidua olec-
o0 The seal b Curresslly
| frpecsctind by Dee P

Fotlowmg the SR womme

WieT) wese bound Bsnd on

r

a2y

o\

— e W — O

By e v v e
heiuns phanw  Meumny
cond AN ssanaduis B Vs
Afcte GOty I
st ey Clows, woleTs
et i oedngle §VEC
Hx. For msaace. Mad
Suouts ) sumw ppvan o
e Bl SR solls of bth
Midadsapars (Fua ey
ad Db (e 4, wnhs
B same TN sumbery
Boch placrs M Gaters
Rame a0 e v 2b0 D
e 1 Do esrries

by, (Owars ap
peary n Nabudesapura
Nt N aned Dhasasrahulh
(Pt 2SI, b the sane
EPWC muataboey,

As Irant sevens s Caees
et Dumd o conen
sancin, with the saue
W mundey  Jppearng
ATIIRSD TR 98NS [N G
. Thew wvm DO
P By wooMr Sr Hen
Wit o0 the Anal mils
Brre Cses £ Detaeen
Mabodeignss ! T

eaball, pend) Mabudevagnes
] Sarvagrerags, and
oot Daet et Maliadeovapns
r4 aml Hebbal

Muliage 100

Dy wt ol Civs. I
Misahs horw Dewnr b
Ao DN D% The His
Botd seven Ces 0
kS poople Bl e
% e ot 1D mnhy

e 3 i hodies & B
wokngitey dun, both of
whom have mudiphe voter
b Nehadesapara. San
ol Kismar, 4, has fvw wio
wr IDn - Uurew in the sane
poling stathot CPaet 212
ok poe eoch m Parms X1
and 200 His age, aSlrew
sl swlalives’ nanmwes ae
e sime acrons all fve en
ey, His dageer, Kids,
T7. absy bias tws voter s
Farss 12 and 14

Pesliden thes, The Minds
B e B0 500 Cnes
In Mabadevapura In whnch
the same perve Sl two
OF Ieee woter Dy withoe 3
polling wition. [n 300 eh
er ey, the Simw person

Do mudtiphe  Ds. Bt

wroms (MYervrt poling sty |

oo In (e commt ey
o e w, o Pan 2,
coomecutive  sevbal o
Dery -« A07 pnl €08 - e
Pty Ditond irnden the nanrw

oo e s Gitlwer,
The vndy Sllervine s 11w
Dodise nunber, oOe eniry
Lhats & i 060 arnd thee cafuey
PR S P B (TR T P T

The dlimiu Socesd that 40 3
wiow §

your oid  Clrdas,
Pt o Sefetedd froen (he
dram nlla, Bow appcan
Pwiher v N rols, 1w
Forus 9 repore, whikh an
scdbdlses Foem 6 apgdics
thom, sharwy that she ap
pled For ncludon twice

o At 1 sl Saptem.
ber

The Dthoe of 1t Chiel
Elecvoral Oeheer sed i had

recehved o foemal cume §
phants about deploate e ©

ks The offoe saad B was
meniering  complanity
Hagpd o0 okl me

andd thar the cases would
e veribes,

Her name tow - 5
gures o Farts A5 asad 45T,

of NEin, 91, with Dralowh [ T ToRecm s

MNIN

1 W Ivied i
[ l b oF el
O on Torsley

sand e e el e in
bett g anms vomere pwinly
| ST P S R T
hwed one 8 poevhan oy
e wdl sl wereg
S P 6 g e gecul
LG T R T T I

C TR D T

S valodd ihey were e aive
o enrndad v mndien Lk

S o Assanbily
e T

I e ety o e it

ooyl ofhoen o W

e v Lyrer Terrmm
e, e M) shnied
eTaEs Rbise IR &0
ot gt o e el ndd
et e o b ey
woshy e NI W e
wards, gl o
0 nheties des bl bewni o
L vl previanh

dh and by poliical partics, R YOO pnaectien

e sabwnidom sl faain

SO GO AN M,

Geacfore, ke Ux parjose
$ of inctanhon v the e
= ra) vl uades SIE o alr

© wands annd b e, by baedt,
- e vy eceuse e
et was peevesacdy vo
) relad” sl

S The O ol B cuiy
LT N PR
C Dt Hgh Qouet ndag o
S Nl axts & Aar v
© Beavo Commbaven of Iy
A O, WS

| e 1, 200
In thwt coe. e crant
bekd 1k amh

ey e any

B0 b P o e b ko B
g ko el oo o) sebeniaosd o 6 g S SIor darwaed

WY il -y &

T 11 ) arys phssnms wtane samas B0 et appes o P el il
PUAL S0t PR SIS i T 30 R TR Y e

Copnes Ihe sdariing
furm § vkl smasert
mubrg 2 W Onleream
v wephaond It e
M [ oy i vng
et e pettaners Cindld
sbast hemid Ay poncw
uw ™ deliwin
SOy andd Craevas
vt e evnndag g
furm & Covdl fie pend
provasen wader cheored
e twcasw dw ke
haded & itan i
ey At O e wolem
The 2O ety Seovind
that Dovard Repdetos b
CEScers LR ol oe
WA ahen Under Sex
et 11 o (b Bepersenie
e of the PNagle A,
20, excrcly by
wheorar hosd ppearnd on 3
previons chechny ndl el
sebeaticd Toem & Brieg
e UK or sberwachs. T
appiion pooaded the dlec
N bk a¥ualy randad
womsoder Lod Seldw o»
Aoscreddy  conmbtecny
The deciarrion o Firm 4

B BV s e

Matry DN o g ey
s » iwag Imtadnd '
the sl @ b B
PO S B Yy 3 Nave
v MAN L U2

"M e o ety
Moarmbids , jestucsrs w
e Dl SE Coe write &
e BT sovllng wipnd e
Ao rrwia e w1 4 yrvene
Gt dwwctme alaming
vors ddaad uee e A>
W MAAL Tved Tt
L D e O e
L S sadoe s
e pnhadod i e
| ]

0 ey Ot e
s Camanvatoner (e
randy Kamur. petteeny Ar
h Bosivg wusd o
Sepveme Coax lod o
mrved during the waring
I st g e dedy
ol Arizg the S0 w wdme
Fotre &, whixh cxzase »
M tase waw Il
e, we or e The
Padgry band descrtlod 4 s |
‘-nm::l:naful_s'

NP e NP e A nar et G P

—

- Surnchi Kumsard

SNEW Dun

" Electors who  submitted
| only Aadhaar cards in res
| ponse 1o potices baued oo
: “no mapping™ during the
-‘-spt\'ul intensive revision
* (SIK) of electoral rolls in
Y Delhi are facing another
Lround of scrutiny, with
* booth-leved otficers (BLOs)
! being asked 10 collect adds
| tional documents as proof
| of citizenship,

Several BLOs told The
' Hindy that despite subait-
ung Held verificadon re-
\ports and  undertalings
* confirming thar the elec
! tors were eligible and had
fbeen living ot their ad
dresses for years, Blectoral
. Regastration Ofhcers
| (EROs)  were  directing
- them 10 revisit voters and
: seek addivonal documents
* 10 establish that they were

D P P P —

|
.

not  “Rangladehi®  or
“Rohingya™.

The addutionad scrutiny
CONNS even & more than
4% of the 331 akh cases
fagaed for notices in the
draft roll hod been marked
for the final rofls In daa
stuared by the Delhi Chef
Eectoral Oficer (CEO)s of
fioe List weeko

Elecrors who submitred
ondy Aadbaar were being
fged on the ERO and Ay
sistart ERO (AERD)} sy%-
temm, &5 seen by The Hindy,
This & despite the EROs
having the option 1o mark
an elector eligible and park
the case for inclusion on
the fimal roll if they are sa-
tished with the BLOY feld
report.

“Possess no documents’
*I know these voters for
many years. They are say-

iag they db 0ot iive ather

A BLO was asked
how he could
cstablish that an
clector was not
Rohingya or

Bangladeshi

documents, e ecven a
bank account, but [ will
have to revisit them,” a
BLO from the Northeast
district said.

Another BLO sadd the in-
structions on  document
collection had changed re
peatedly, c¢ausing confu-
ston. He sald his ERO
called him on Monday af
ter he had completed vert-
fication of al his cases and
Questioned how he could
establish that an elector
was not “Rohingva" or
“Bangladeshi”™ on the basis
of Aadhaar, “I was asked 10

gather citizenship prool

The voters have been living
there for many years, and
theere are many i omy aren
who neser went to schood,”
be sald, “What Is a citdzen:
ship prool in this country?
[ had collected Axclhaar
and bank passhook coples,
bt 1 have now been asked
1o seek more documents,
How many tiows are we
poing to ask voters for
these  things?™  another
BLO said. In ane instunce,
a voter who bad subaiited
a passport has also been

asked o mhq\it docir
ments for reverifncation, he
added

Officials, however, de-
nied that any such nstroc-
tons had been issued, ad-
ding that no identification
or recaords of “illegal immi:
grams” on the electoral
roll is being carried. An
ERO said officials had in-

itiadly been instructed 1o

adhaar not enough, Delhi booth-level officers
asked to seek ‘citizenship proof” from voters

klentily forelgn nationals
on the rodls, but the direc
tons had changed soon af-
terwards and no such st
was belng prepared.

Speaking order
The BECH has prescnbed 1
documents, including
birth certificates, educa
tional certibcates and pass-
res, for establishing eligl-
ility, Odhicials said an ERO
who was not sstished with
the documents could nuark
an  elector  inebgible
through o speaking order
clearly recording the rea-
sons. An Ininal report ac-
cessed by The Hindu had
shown that 350 electors
were marked “lound in-
eligible”, The Dedhi CEO's
office hacd  subsequently
wamed against deletions
on “flimsy grownds™ and
directed thoroaugh
verilication,
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Green firecrackers: an oxymoron?

Vasudevan Mukunth

reen firecrackers — like those the
G Supreme Court recently allowed

the residents of New Delhi to
burst for two days for Deepavali — are
designed to pollute the air less as they
bum.

According to the CSIR-Natonal
Environmental Engineerning Research
Institute (NEERI) team that developed
them, these firecrackers emit 30% less
particulate matter or, alternatively, emit
205 less particulate matter and 1056 less
gases — both compared to conventional
firecrackers in the same catéegory.

To this end, the team reportedly
changed the proportions of fuels and
oxidisers to increase how efficiently each
cracker burnt, added additives to
suppress dust formation, and/or reduced
the quantities of certain metals.

Thus CSIR-NEER! developed three

MR F
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Prople buy crackers at ahead of Deepavali in

kinds of green firecrackers: Safe Water Taml Nadu on Friday, LAKSIM NARIYANAN
Releaser (SWAS), whose ingredients

release water 1o suppress some of the matter, noxious gases, and other
particulate matter produced as they combustion products — and harm
bum; Safe Thermite Cracker {STAR), respiratory and cardiovasculas health,
which use a thermite-based composition  They are als0 noisy.

to achieve higher combustion efficiency A city that bursts only green

and lower emissions; and Safe Minimal firecrackers also need not have less
Aluminium (SAFAL), which have lower polluted air as that depends on the

aluminium content and, again, emit less. number of crackers burst, the local
Each of SWAS, STAR or SAFAL can be weather, and existing pollution levels.

used in different types of fireworks eg

sparklers, flowerpots, etc

All green firecracker products carry a »‘
CSIR-NEERI logo on their packaging and
a QR code to verify the product’s For feedback and suggestions
certificate. for ‘Science] please write to
While they pollute the air less, these science@thehindu.co.in with the
firecrackers are still polluting — their subject 'Daily page’

emissions include fine particulate



*  IfiF 92T (Green Crackers) FATERUT & 31t SH1C 710 faeiy Yer@ gid &, foee uriafer gerai i
qorT H TENUT 21 M T o oAU S3fes w0 4 dur foma ma 81 3 e WO o SEie i
3ﬁ€ﬁ‘ﬁﬁs‘ WWW (CSIR) 3T gFTmme A1t (NEERI - National Environmentg¥Engineering

Research Institute) 10 forerfae o e 2 k ? CK“ b
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m?m@’tfxgﬁm@ﬁaréa?a (Chemical Composition)
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» arféiaﬁm ﬁywﬁwwﬁqﬁ%ﬁm:@z (Potassium Nitrate), w (Strontium
Salts) AR AH 3413!1133 (Iron Oxide) WWW&WWW%

. @meﬁﬁﬂqéﬁmmﬁaﬁmw%dwumm%wﬁmm%
fSraa arfea= g3AT (metallic smoke) EHIGEG

. @eohte) %9 U4 yeral 1 fsrieirse w1 Sua forar sirar 2, St stediclt T8l 31 e & Fo1
| bsorbent)ﬂmm%l




qg IeqAq (Emissions) O HH FA B2
o 1 YT S VI ST ATt T e &, Ao ¥ o1t ot a3
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dar foran 2, St ScasH 9 A | HaE FLdl 8:
. SWAS (Safe Water Releaser): 2 Y2TEl o T4 W &4l § SieAaTy (Water Va

P
a1 ar1 i 9TT) Frewerdt 21 78 W Yo § feper areft g 37t g % Fo7 i g § ﬂg’—;f
el | Uhdl & 3 32 gid aﬁ%eﬁ@y&m (suppress)é?ﬁ%l TqY ISR Tal
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2. STAR (Safe Thermite Cracker): 0 qehTh H YHTSS-STTTT TEET o faspor =1
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3. SAFAL (Safe Minimal Aluminium): $6H UeHHRERT 1 SRIGSTIGH (T7709)
TR T foram ST 2 7R SHehl sTe 31 g deai 1 39T giar &, foraw 3a aren
drar nfeare 937 s)gd %+ 21 ST 2l




Tata-Iveco €3.8-bn deal turns
global ambition into reality

The road ahead is to move torward with a shared ambition of Tata Motors and Iveco Group NV
(0 create a stronger, more innovative and more resilient commercial mobility enterprise

BIGGER THAN

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAIJ

ata Motors will ley-
erage its newly ac-
quired giobal scale

to expand its gommercial
\;e_rﬂc;le (C\Q pusmess
across markets, with Iveco
products set to enter India
and Tata-branded vehicles
to be introduced in mar-
kets where the Italian truck
and bus maker has a strong
presence.,

The road ahead will fo-
CUs on cross-market oppor-
tunities, technology shar-
ing and accelerated
innovation as the two com-
panies embark on a joint
growth strategy following
the completion of the €3.8-
billion acquisition of Iveco
Group NV.

“The ambition to be-
come a global company
has become reality today,”
Tata Sons Chairman N.
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Tata Motors Chairman N. Chandrasekaran with MD & CEQ Girish
Wagh and Olof Persson, CEOQ, Iveco Group, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Chandrasekaran said at a
press conference in Turin,
Italy, marking the comple-
tion of the transaction.

Mr. Chandrasekaran,
who is also the Chairman
of Tata Motors, has taken
over as the Chairman of
Iveco Group.

Describing the comple-
tion of the transaction in 15
months as a significant

across

achievement, he said the
complementary product
portfolios and geographic
strengths of the two com-
panies had created a “truly
global enterprise”.

The combined entity,
ranked fourth globally
among commercial vehicle
manufacturers, has pre-
sence in over 130 countries
Europe, India,

South America, Asla, West
Asia and Alrica. It is ex-
pected 1o generate reve-
nues exceeding €21 billion
(around ¥2.28 lakh crore).
Tata Motors MD and
CEO Girish Wagh said the
complementary portfolios,
capabilities and geograph-
ic  strengths offered a
strong  foundation for
growth while ensuring
continuity for customers,
dealers and partners.
Iveco CEO Olof Persson
said the partnership
brought together strong
brands, industrial heritage
and capabilities, backed by
a shared long-term com-
mitment to sustainable
transport.
lveco will retain its
headquarters in Turin.
Tata Motors will support
Iveco’s existing strategy
and investment plans
while exploring opportuni-
ties to leverage synergies.
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US. votes in midterm
elections; control of
Congress at stake
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Drone strike on vessel off Oman leaves Indian dead

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

An Indian national was
killed in a drone strike on
an Indian commercial ves-
seél off the Coast of Oman
on Tuesday, after which
New Delhi made an appeal
for “dialogue and diploma-
cy” and for freedom of na-
vigation in the Strait of
Hormuz.

The death of Gandhar
Nahim Ajij from Gujarat
took the number of Indian
seafarers killed since the
conflict in West Asia began

Caught in the crossfire: The v

c0ast of Oman. SMARNETRAFFIC COM

vas hit by a drone off the

The drone strike came
on a day when the United
States carried out air-
strikes on the Tranian s
land of 't' hi :h‘l'lll\’]”}\'
to officials

The devd
cated the volatility of the
sitnation in the Indian

Ocean and the Strait of

Hormuz, The situation has
been particularly tense ov-
er threats issued by U.S.
President Donald Trump
that if peace talks fail,
there would be more pene-
trating attacks on Iran once
the U.S. mid-term elections

which is believed 1o be re-
taliation for Iranian strikes
on a US. fghter jet over
the island a few days ago,
External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal said India is keeping a
close watch on the deve-
lopments, “The conflict
has already taken a very
heavy toll in terms of ca-
sualties and has been dis-
rupting people’s lives
across the world. It has had
a debilitating impact on
global food, fuel, fertilizer,
and financial flows, and we
urge cessation of hostility

'1'SU'FI. Thirteen Indians
aboard the vessel were res-
cued by Omani naval
personnel.

Meanwhile, the Indian
Embassy in Tehran an-
nounced th; -
ton on Monday, the Indian
Navy, supported by the In-
dian Air Force, rescued 20
Iranian crew members of
the fishing vessel, Azini,
about 3,000 km from
Mumbai, where they had
been held by pirates. The
statement said the opera-
ton “highlighted the com-
mitment of the Indian Na-

in February this year to 23. are over, so that normalcy can be vy 1o thwart the
“The continuing inci- call for de-escalation of and unimpeded navigation restored,” Mr. Jaiswal said  resurgence of piracy in the
dents of attacks on com- tensions and a diplomatic and commerce through ‘Heavy toll’ in response to a question region”, and India’s role as

mercial shipping in the re-  solution. the international water- The U.S. strikes on Qeshm  from The Hindu. first responder in the In-
gion are deeply “The targeting of com- waysinthe region, inkeep- Island at the mouth of the The Indian seafarerdied  dian Ocean.

concerning,” the External mercial shipping and c¢ivi-  ing with international law,  Hormuz Strait sent oil pric-  after a weaponised drone

Affairs Ministry said in a  lian infrastructure in the mustberestoredattheear- es up on Tuesday. Asked of unidentified origin al-  WARBENEFITS NONE: IRAN
statement, reiterating its  region must end, and free  liest," it added. about the US. action, tacked the vessel, MSV AL  »PAGE14
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Russia trying |
to foment 7 7 FINLAND
‘instability’ in ' RUSSIA

Poland: Tusk 4 S a %
§ - .‘ < STONIA
Reuters g - S - -
' WARSAW H “Ck LATVIA
Polish Prime Minister Do- e R - LITHUANIA

'nald Tusk accused Russia
on Tuesday of seeking to
fuel “instability™ in Poland
by meddling in a dispute
between his government
‘and the country’s Presi- ‘NY

- dent over appointments of ’
- judges to the Constitution-

BELARUS

CZECHIA
- al Tribunal. L
A Crisis over matter over S
the weekend has pushed a L - \-\‘5’3‘ |
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- Karol Nawrocki, a national- S¢S S <l f
ist, and Mr. Tusk’s pro-Eu- and OOV T - o
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Mechanism in place to deal
with Ganga treaty: India

Bilateral treaty signed between India Bangladesh in 1996 set to expire next month; no ‘update’ on
renewal or on the dates for a visit by Bangladeshi Prime Minister, says External Affairs Ministry

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELH)

ith the Ganga
W\\'ald Treaty
between India

and Bangladesh set 1o ex-
pire in December, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry on
Tuesday reiterated that the
Iwo countries have a
"structured mechanism”™
to deal with the treaty’s re-
Quirements.

Addressing the bi-week-
ly media briefing, official
spokesperson of the M-
nistr, Randhir Jaiswal, redt-
erated that India has invit-
ed Bangladesh Prime
Minister Tarigue Rahman
to visit New Delhi but that
there is neither any “up-
date™ on the treaty’s rene-
wal nos on the dates for the
rip. “Between India and
Bangladesh, we have 2
Joint Rivers Commission
which is the structured
mechamsin for discussion
on all crossboundary riv
ers, including the Ganga,”
said Mr. Jaiswal, adding
that India wishes 1o have a
"positive refationship™
with Bangladesh.

The bilateral Ganga Wa-

ter Treaty is set to expire

.
..... —

High level treaty: The Ganga Water Treaty 15 3 30-year biateral water-sharing agreement between
India and Bangladeah, TARAKKA BARRACE PROUECT

on December 12, It was
signed in 1996 when
Sheikh Hasina of Awami
League became Bangla-
desh’s Prime Minister for
the first time. The three-
decade old agreement for
river water sharing re
quires expertdevel and
political consultations for a
renewal.

It 5 understood that
since the treaty was signed
at the Jevel of Prime Minis-
ters, a2 renewal of the
agreement would happen
at a mecting between
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Mr. Rahman. Ho-
wever, Mr. Rahman, who
has visited China, Japan,
Malwsia and the United
States so far, has not yet

responded to the invites

from India.

The two sides had ear-
lier commenced consulta-
thons for a possible visit by
Mr. Rahman, however the
contacts were disrupted
when Ms. Hasina, who is
on exile here since August
5, 2024, held a virtual
press interaction in Aw
gust, Mr. Jaiswal on Tues
day maintained that there
is no updare about the vi-
sit. “As far as India-Bangla-
desh relationship is con-
cemed we want to work
towards a positive, forward
looking and constructive
relation,” said Mr. Jaiswal
reiterating Indi’s invites to
Prime¢ Minister Rahman,
Diplomatic sources from
the Bangladeshi side had

informed earlier that they

are expecting an automaric
short-term renewal of the
treaty after the expiry on
December 12, though the
Indian officials have not in-
dicated at that till now.

Mr. Jaiswal also took
note of the protests by the
readymade garment indus-
try workers in Bangladesh
who have been hitting the
streets demanding fair
wages as the country faces
high inflation and electrici-
ty crisis. "Yes, we have
been following the situa-
tion in Bangladesh, There
have been developments
there and we will continue
to follow the develop-
ments,” he said in res
ponse to a question on the
protests by the workers in

the garments sector.
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