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at the BRICS carbon market partnership neec

in New Delhi, the New Dethi Declaration
confirmed that BRICS members look
forward to implementing the Memorandum of
Understanding on the BRICS Carbon Markets
Partnership. The commitment remains modest:
on capacity-building and experience sharing,
with no trading framework, targets or timeline,
The Rio summit acknowledged the memorandum
in 2025, and New Delhi has redterated it. With
India’s BRICS presidency entering its final
quarter, operationalising the partnership requires
not so much a common trading platform as a
common rulebook.

Eight BRICS members reportedly operate
voluntary markets, and Brazl, China, India and
Indonesia host over a third of the carbon credit
projects registered worldwide. Compliance
systems are maturing, too. China'’s emissions
trading system (ETS) - added steel, cement and
aluminium through its 2024-25 allocation plan.
India’s Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS) has
notified emission-intensity targets for 490 entities
across nine sectors and opened an offset
mechanism. Brazil's Law of 2024 establishes the
Brazilian Greenhouse Gas Emissions Trading
System (SBCE), a cap-and-trade system. However,
none of these markets is linked to another.

0 n September 12, at the 18th BRICS Summit

Divergence and a common framework
China and India allocate to output-based
emissions-intensity benchmarks, while Brazil is
establishing an absolute emissions cap. The
offset-credit rules of these carbon markets look
inward; China’s compliance market admits only
China Certified Emission Reduction credits; India
admits only projects begun after January 1, 2025,
and requires them to be exclusive; and Brazil will
accept credits only under methodologies
accredited by a yet-to-be-constituted body. The
legal status of carbon units varies too. In Brazil,
the securities regulator oversees the market,
while in India, carbon credit certificates are
traded on power exchanges under regulations
issued by the Central Electricity Regulatory
Commission (CERC). Thus, the same tonne of
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abatement s a different legal instrument in each
Jurisdiction,

A common [ramework for measurement,
reporting and verification (MRV) should therefore
be the partnership's first deliverable, BRICS's own
2025 Principles for Fair, Inclusive and
Transparent Carbon Accounting already call for
comparing producers with peers under similar
conditions, using granukar default values, and
interoperable systems that yield comparable
outcomes. The Delhl Declaration does not carry
these forward, though it commits members to
interoperable standards for low-emission
hydrogen and welcomes progress on cooperation
among national standards bodies.

The urgency comes from outside. The
European Union's Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM) entered its definitive phase in
January 2026; the United Kingdom follows in
January 2027, Both charge for carbon embedded
in imports of steel, aluminium, cement, fertilizer
and hydrogen, crediting a carbon price paid at
origin only when supported by verified evidence.

The U.K's recognition of India’s CCTS in
August 2026 shows how this works: London
decided unilaterally, and relief depends on a form
completed by an ISO 14065-accredited verifier.
Each exporting country negotiates alone, and
exporters without verified data face punitive
default values.

Linking domestic carbon projects
A BRICS rulebook would do three things: set
common monitoring rules, consistent with 1SO
14064, for sectors exposed to border adjustment;
mutually recognise verifiers accredited by
members’ national accreditation bodies, as BRICS
customs authorities are pursuing for authorised
economic operators; and harmonise registry data
fields. Members would gain a collective reference
point in dealings with foreign regulators, while
exporters would benefit from a single compliance
pathway.

The Declaration calls the CBAM unilateral,
punitive and discriminatory, but opposition

- carries greater weight when backed by a credible,

verifiable accounting standard.

The second test is a small pilot exchange
project that credits domestic markets. Article 6.2
of the Paris Agreement provides the legal basis
for bilateral transfers of mitigation outcomes with
corresponding adjustments. India has a Joint
Crediting Mechanism with Japan Two or three
members could mutually recognise
methodologies where each already has approved
methods, and count a capped volume of
authorised units from a partner registry within
the domestic offset Hmit,

Such a pilot would expose friction.

Corresponding adjustments mean that the W

country cannot count the mitigation towards its
own nationally determined contribution.
Cross-border settlement would involve capital
account regulations and the legal classification of
the carbon unit, issues for the BRICS Payment
Task Force to address, Registries would need to
exchange serial numbers and retirement data o

prevent double issuance. The pilot's value would |

lie less in the volume of credits traded than in
turning each friction into a defined drafting
question with an institutional owner.

Using existing institutions
The New Development Bank could host a shared
registry data facility or a purchasing facility for
pilot units. The new dialogue on aligning carbon
markets with adaptation could direct a share of
intra-BRICS transfer proceeds to adaptation, as
the Article 6.4 mechanism does, giving members
with limited mitigation potential a stake.
Members' interests diverge where China’s scale
would make it the price-setter, sanctions
complicate settlement, and several members
compete in steel and aluminium exports. Full
linkage of compliance markets is neither likely
nor desirable for now. Common MRV rules and a
methodology-level pilot differ: both are low-cost,
preserve regulatory autonomy, and strengthen
domestic compliance markets. A memorandum
confined to capacity building is a reasonable
beginning, but a common rulebook would turm
the partnership into a functioning market.
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From poverty alleviation to prosperity
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Result Mitra

AU—AT 2% & "AT9AT (Measuring the prosperity gap)
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sterar 24 = fau, 3ma ufa =afw o uriafes ave & giafer T o
feraor weif Haaefierar § GUm o 3R 39 a7 W SR 3 & g
o sr=at afi & Tt | werd m wrvTard ST st @ g =R,
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Result Mitra

srrrfiwawﬁw%gw (Prelims Practice Questions)
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eadia’s anaces barden s nod o Soule. The
frh Natsoonnd Famlly 1health Sarwey
INFHSS fouead D mote S bolt of
wotnen and abost two thimds of youny
children are sscndc. b this coesexr,
Aontile fortitiod sl AN - Srmitod wieh kodew
A lrom = §n ofen progesed a4 potentialy
trassdormative solutn, However, the Ce kv
DFS 1esds 00 00 etienor! everyone ooniamey
salt, 30 why not add leon 10 11” Ie comenience b
0l ofBCRCy, and 2 policy Tl sl the Country b
COntione Conmueing salt b0 Seltvey 200 Gevervesy
chmer sty
Iron fortifcation of salt s a vohicdle e cuny
againe petdic headth, Il cocsneme, by o
estamates, 1oudyly tTwice Uae five ramms of 54t »
day recomenended by the Workd Health
Ovgaavizacion (WHOL. Aot ome in e adeltn
huas hypervernson, and indi's owm
non-coamunicable Gucass (VO acnon pln
Commts 10 2 20N relative redoction B sl il
DFS pulis in the opposiic diroction. B3 i
depernds on steady, prmerous sall comsamgoion
Househodds tha redoce salt 2bo redoce their gon
e, wihile the Ll "Goubie RetSad” mvites
the belicd thue moore & fne. (lling DFS
compatibie with sodium redaction b a pahare,
oot 2 desyn
The claam thae Sl i consurned n pracdcnable
quantities regardiess of imcoense 250 neoeds
Qualincation. Rtake varies by ape, sex and negion
Adult men typically commumme D mond, whille
young children and women conuame the oo
The grosaps wirh the gresoe nood S oo may
therefore recesve the smaliess doses, whale those
Seest IRl 10 be anpommic et the st

Iron ks not & harmdess nutricas
The body b o0 regulated sy % exirete ron,
Iron can accumulios, peommote axadieve sress
and ks been Inled to metabolc desease. in the
bindoark 2006 Femiu triall i Tawons, Afnca,
ot and folic aGd supplamoreition n chilkeon in
a mudariz-endemac setting was assocoted with
creased hospialaions and deaths. A Keman
malp.tts-lrdmmlstunddmmhtﬁaj
foods shified infanes” g flora sowand pachopenic
backeriy and increased Saarhoes. India has brge
Heemogdobinoputhoes are & farther Conoamn
Malioos of Indans carry beta-Gulesormss, winde
S&Cle ool Bsease B conccruraaed i i Do
recchve blood transfusbons, are prone 0 oo
ovesioad. In this popalstion amd settings axch
India, screening s not 3 very pood safessd, por
=i peactical The Mublic Distribation System
('DS), for exampie, reaches abous 500 millon
Poopie; seroening that muny people Sfoce they
consume salt is seuply umrealstic.

- e

| —

seew Yo Qo
Dwryhayg My

Indea st
ke its
anaemia
burden through
red
mutrison, boetter
digrostics axl
compochersive
public health
AU, e
sakt fonidcation
o

iuted theough muliple
Wding the Pubbs Deeribution
L the Practiue Mantst Pushan Shaksl
! i AP POSHAN) scheme and llM
k] Developemsent Servioes (1IC0S) soleme
mhﬂ e ihured 1w
sl roups. Adkding DES conld s that o
ikl or idolescent receives wun tuough iheee o
four poverrenent programimes at onoe. Thery
does not seemm o be any published analysis of
COmulative won Infake scross these progianmimes,
Witheost ome, i oentral ggship’ rotlout woulkd be
PRI,

There bs another dimsension 1o corsdden whsl
Pappens when ran mieraces with food. The iran
s DFS & oo fuwem fron, whose absor ptice
Gepends heavily on the rest of the meal, The
eypical Bocdian moeal of Cervals, millets and pubas
i rich in plytates, which bind oo Polyphenols
s tea and coftee, as well as calctum in milk,
further reduce absocpion, Non-haem lron
absorprice froas such meals is olten low,
compared with the much bigher absorption of
Baem oo o inom consumed with vitamin C oo
an emnply stoasxh

Salt b added during cookang and at the table,
50 DFS Is by detinirion taken with foed. Much of
the iron fortificans remains wnabsoched and
reaches the colen, where it can feed the wrong
mocrobes. Efcacy triads with supervised delivery
and valklaead specifications do noc show what
Boppens with househohd cooking Josses, umeven
dosteg and vanable dets. Abscapeion is also
Blunted I people with infection or infanusanon,
because the hoemone hepoadm blocks iron
wpaie, Fortifcation therefoew works feast well
where mfection burdens are baghest.

Iron deficiency only in half of anaemia cases

0 solution

coesmbon will under-deltver, and may distrac
from the diagmnostios and sanitackm Bnvestimenis
thant m.met Whike a snghe cmcm polurhon s

QDR st eglies
Pt gaps rensf The programime still leass oo
trom folie ackd tabdets, despite v documented
complance challenges and gastrodneestinal shde
OOt Hseoncgdobn testing abone ¢l
et pbialy the Canse of i, while routine
testing for ferrithn, virsnin 12 aocd eflnusation
arkaers el kingely sboent, “Ealng Rign*
rishs beonming an mwareness dogan wnkess i
acddresses the alfordabadity of foosds fo
houscholds moch = egts, dary, greens axd
millets, Dightal Cracking teads so count tests and
tablers rither than bealth outcomes, Dewooming,
malarta comronl, and wazer, sanitanion and
hylene remade ot the margins, Making DFS a
tagshup scheme would reineraduce the
one-sohution thimkieg that the 7757 framework &
meas 1 mose

A better pathway
Pevw roduced ¢hild anaeimda by double Sigits in
the esarly 20005, It msade anaemia a political
priority, tracked children by name throogh healeh
contacts, coonbrined (ron supplements and
microesarient powders withs cash transters, and
hek] regioos acoountable. Progress reversad
when the COVIDS pandemic disrupesd senvice
deltvery, a reminder thar outoames depend an
sustained service delivery racher than o product.
Vietnam & often cived foe sharp Seclioes in
arsaemia among women through weekly iron-folic
il supplementagion, d".“'“wh’ fish saxce
fortified with sodam oo

Anaemd is not the sume thing as koo deficency, _Wgﬂﬂ.\), afoom
Globally, roughly balf of anaemis cases are 2t i better absorbed n plotate-rich

artnbwated to ron deficiency. India’s
Compreherssve Nathonal Nutstion Survey
C20016-15) moesssured biomarkers and foursd) that
iron debclency explained oady part of the
anaemz i children and adolescents.

The rest comes from many causes: folare and
wvitamin P2 defidency, which are cosmon in
vepetarian populations; dhroose mfamemation
and recurrent indections; hookworts; mealarss;
poor samitation; haemogobinopathies; and
overall undernetrivion, Inchading low peotein and
vitamin A Early marriage and pregnancy,
adolescem undernutrinon and menstrual Jasses
add 10 the picture. Measuresnent matfers oo,
since captllary haemoglobin readings and the
CUE-OfS usad et the prevalence fguees, and
these are debated.

The Indian diet s cortainly monatonous and
low in haem Tun, bot diet is only coe pathwany. A

rient fix a@gﬂd na mulufuuul

diets. These measares were accompanied by
rising incomes and grester dietary diversity, Even
Vietrsaim's fortihcation strstegy wis carefully
matched 1o local ciets and paed with ocher
measires. Nefther case shows that a coe fortibed
food can tackle anzemia on lts own,

India should not sceale up DFS nationaly
without moee groundwork. It should first conduct
mottored district-leved piots that nweasute
fermtin, haemoglobin and inflanmation, assess
ousalative Inom eXposiine acrnss Progdyamimees,
anxd moniter potential harm in maliria-endemic
and hacmoglohinopachy prooe arcas.

Fortcatson shouk] be tangeted cather than
universal and use betterabsocbed tron forms.
Meanwhile, greater investment shoukd go towpds
dizgnostacs so encify the causes of anacmia,
deworming, sanstation and atfarclable acvess 1o
diverse foods, Anaemia bas multiple cainses and
cannce t'eso)md a0 ;oddllxw ln the salt botcke.
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ATAA-RITEEHTSS THH (DFS) T HHTU: 996 § AT I SHA-HIeHge Giee (DFS) Fi UF §9T9H F
w9 7 97 fora siran 2, Sfs ara | o ueh-faeTs auent sl 399 WA (hypertension) 2, 37T A0 1
3rafere ga @y & foru 2ifaenrer 21 saeh sterman, fSie 3mae i ged e1fere sravasar 2idt 2 (39
AfEaTd 317 =), F U FH THF @14 2

AT IS BRIEd YT ded AET 8: I § AT fieh ST smer fenrer o1 1E Wishfas oF 761 8] IR
g 31freh I 50T 89 U e aama o == deet sty (metabolic discases) & Ul gl
CHITHAT o Bt SHROT Harer ATA h HHT T : W o6 T T0T G0 (2016-18) 6 STET, Facl
3T HTHAT W &1 UHITHIT 31 SHR0T 7R sl it 21 Frehl Al & 31 R0 Bifers uide a1 faerfia B12 &
FHHI, I FHAHYM, §FaH, AT, T T=adl T HY9l 8|

YRATT ATER AR AGINTOT HT THET: T TR IS H B15¢2H (phytates) 3ATY 8Id &, ST A5
%Wﬁwaﬁlﬁaﬁ%lS"élé?W,WWW&WM&W(hcpcidin)ﬁﬁqm%
3TITITEUT R 3T &7 L 2T 2

AT ﬁmzmmmﬁ%ﬁrﬂ,mﬁﬁmwmgeted nutrition), S8 FHEH
(diagnostics), .Eﬁ%q@aﬁ?{m(dewoming),ﬁtﬁﬁﬂ@ﬂﬁﬁmﬁmmmﬁ
?ﬂ%@sﬁt 33 35t 3 srgeTraTt RO ST Gt B aheT TR
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Agniveers get option for
extension; pathway to join

army as regular sol(lierV |

Saurabh Toived

Maw Db

The Unilon Cabdnet has ap
proved an addmonal rwo
VoAl ongapomment  period
for a secuion of Apnsveers,
Creating 2 pathway for 2l
Cadets under the Agnipah
schemne 10 jom the armed
forecs as regular soddiers,
sulect 1o thet willinginess
and fulfidment of selecuion
i

The move munks 2 si2
ehcant revisson of the on
ginal Agnigesh framework,
under whach caly wp 1o
25% of each hanch of Agnd
veers were elgibile for e
teration i the regudar cadne
after four years, while the
remaming persanne were
to be released friom
wrvice.

Under the revesed arran
pement, 255 of Apsiveers
will contimue 10 be offered
regular employvmen wisle
the remaining 75% would
be gven an opportunty to
serve for another two
years, following which
they would be eligibie for
consideraton for enrcd-
ment 38 regulsr sokBers,
Chief of Detenoe St Gen
eral NS R Subwamani,
wld medapersons o0
Wodnesday.

Higher remuneracion
The second engapoment
pericd will come wxh
higher remunerasion, an
endunoed Sesa Nidhl pack-
ane, and senlority benefits.
The dectsion follows an
assessment of the perfor-
mance of Agnavers m
tevins of orpaisationas ro

-~ - —

pring of recruitment acoroes

Career trajectory

I 1 snd 3N Qeona it Crednes & DAITwiry FOr AN AN vty
™ evertualy btcome reui v 1050 e

oo )

Agrvveey £ La
Aered raglar

BOd eOgIpement Senod 10 have
T CHTUSETIEON ANG senanty benedin

o operdtion-  districts, 4 more standar-
¢ The evalua- dised and transparent re-
g that they had  cruttment process, and
Jemonstrated outstanding high levels of physical fit-
performunce m Ml mo-  pess, morale, mothvition,
thation, physical Btness,  competRive spirlt, and dis-
and  technological pro- cipliine amoag Agniveers,
wess, according to the go The scheme has also
vernmment, be added. contributed o enhancing
The additomal emgage-  the skills, technological
mweet period was approved adupability, and  educa-
on the recommendations o gualilications of per-
of the three services fol  sonpel during thelr ser
bowing an elabocaste evadua-  vice. It has further enabded
Gon andd ek process,  the openingg up of variows
Theoblectve istoalignthe branches of the defence
Banons of Agniveers  Borces o women
with the operational re Based on the assess
Quiremenss and ongamsa-  ment anxl feedback, the go-
ool efGency of the  vernment has decided o
armed foroes, the Deferce continue wizth the Agni
Mintstry sakd pah scheme while intro-
The pvernment siod 3 ducing the addizicaal two-
detatled sessmene of the  year engagement period
Apmpach schemne after four  for Agniveers and a subse-
yeass of mplementation  guent pathway for their
had broughe cut several  regular enrcdmens.
achievements, inchoding a
wider geographical foot:  ADORESSING ISCONTENT
» PAGE
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Stating that it has been a long-pending demand of ‘TN, Vijay cites several factors, including the
difficulties faced by litigants from southern States in travelling to Delhi to seek legal remedy

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

e

day wrg&to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, urging
him to take steps to esta-
blish a Bench of the Su-
preme Court in Chennai.
Mr. Vijay said it was one
of the long-pending de-
mands of Tamil Nadu. It
was first mooted by the
State in 1980, citing several
factors, including the difh-
culties faced by litigants
from southern States in tra-
velling to New Delhi t
seek legal remedy.
Referring to Arti
of the Constitutioy,
pointed out that the Su-

r C. Joseph

adu Chief

The demand was first mooted
by Tamm=i§gdu in 1980,

me Caurt could sit in
thi or any other place or
places as decided by the

Chief Justice of India, with

the approval of the Presi-

dent, from time to time. He

recalled that the issue was

discussed at the confe-
rence of Chief Justices in
1979.

The Chief Minister said
locating the Bench in
Chennai, an important city
in south India, would be-
nefit all southern States.
He highlighted the profes-
sional competence and ta-
lent of the Madras High
Court Bar, and the fact that
the Madras High Court, es-
tablished in 1862, was one
of the oldest chartered
High Courts in India.

Mr. Vijay said the Full
Court of the Supreme
Court had, on August 7,
2007, found no justifica-
tion for deviating from its
earlier resolutions on the
issue, despite the State's
assurance that it would

provide the necessary in-
frastructure, including re-
sidential accommodation
for Supreme Court judges
befitting their status.

When the Constitution
was enacted, its framers
contemplated that all citi-
zens of the country must
have direct access to the
court. It was the main rea-
son for the enactment of
Article 32, a privilege not
available in many other
countries, he said. Howev-
er, over time, the remedy
under Article 32 had be-
come practically available
only to citizens who were
geographically close to the
Supreme Court, and were
financially privileged to
meet the cost of litigation
and travel, he said.

Youlube Homework

» Article 124 - 147
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WAt G =T 317=05 130 (Article 130) WA 3 Gellod =TT
(Supreme Court) 1 G2 (¥4T) | Hsiferd 2

AT (Seat of Supreme Court): aﬂﬂ\'«' 130%313{41'{ AT e
faeefl # 91 S3 T A1 UH 3= TIH ‘Hadch ch{l?lav‘cﬂﬁ(ﬁ@/
WA ST G =TT (CJ1), T

forara =
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INCOIS warns of marine heat wave, issues
swell surge alert for east and west coasts

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Indian National Centre
for Ocean Information Ser-
vices (INCOIS), a research
organisation under the Mi-
nistry of Earth Sciences
(MoES), has issued a ma
rine heat wave warning
across the Arabian Sea, the
Indian Ocean, and the Bay
of Bengal.

The warming conditions
could adversely affect coral
reef ecosystems, marine
productivity, and coastal
biodiversity.

The intensity of the ma-
rine heat waves has largely
been classified under the
‘watch’ and ‘alert’ catego-

= .. - -

. ~_ 2

Waves of one metre or higher are likely to lash coasts of southern
States as well as Gujarat, Maharashtra, and West Bengal. KR. DEEPAK

ries, indicating sea surface
temperature anomalies of
up to 1 degree celsius
above normal levels. The
study area covered under
this service is divided into
six ocean basins, including

the Persian Gulf, Red Sea,
Southern Indian Ocean
and South China Sea, as
well as 14 sectors along the
Indian coastline for de-
tailed regional analysis.
Scientists are also as-

sessing the intensity of ma-
rine heat waves and their
potential impact on fisher-
ies. These conditions could
lead to biodiversity loss.
INCOIS on Wednesday
also issued a swell surge
warning for both the east

and west coasts for the

next two days, including
the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. A danger alert was
issued for Car Nicobar Is-
land. According to an offi-
cial bulletin, waves of one
metre or higher are expect-
ed to impact the coasts of
Gujarat, Goa, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Kerala, Odisha,
Andhra Pradesh, Lakshad-
weep, Puducherry, Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal.

Youlube Homework

» MoES



INCOIS 3T £ 3T & a417?

A

INCOIS (MR T HRTETR AT §aT 3) R QL U Jq@
2 -t:”ﬁa‘: FFIE?%. @IW T ﬂalalllii a?;ﬁﬁm STRTTCI
ST T 2

v #ieaa (Marine Heatwave) &7 27

* INCOIS 7 e € H 30 W, =imiet i @ngl S fé weramr & =3 fewdt § 7t
geaa (@t ) it FaraHt S 2
forg aee st ww it o +ffwor & wrerd 2, St 36t ate st wE o wde o aHe
| § FEA HiYeF Ag a1 € 1 e feufa @ o S T an sed sifves e @
a1 Tl &, a1 38 w7 dedar FT ST 21 Serar] qiEda 3 AfEs aeEe (Global
Warming)ﬁwwmm%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁ@%l

TTGAT: THehHT FAT9AT 3 B, 1999 'g'?r U= F=E (autonomous) e &
o e ———
®q 3§ = 113 |
HATET: T8 9Nd HLRE & G2aT faq™ W™ (Ministry of Earth Sciences
n %—
MoES) % 34 19 T 2|

*  WEATEd: $HH YEATe dalsE (deiTHT) W fRud 2 Wi dieda & qEd THam:
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PAC meet calls for closer scrutjmyof putk:
spending, quicker action orvaudit findings

The Hindu Burcan
NEW DELMHY
THIRLYANANTHAFURAM

A conference of Public Ac
counts Committee Chalr
persons from Parliament
and 25 Swuate legislatures
has called for closer scrutk-
ny of public spending,
quicker action on audit
fmdings, and the wider use
of forensic tools to identify
areas of Governance requir-
ing immedinte legislanve
oversight, adopting a resor
lution to that effect at the
end of a two-day meeting
in Thinvananthapuram
“[Comprrolier and Audi-
tor General] CAG reports
often reach us years after
‘the money was spemt,
when officers have moved
on and the trail has be
‘come  untraceable. We
were alarmed by the delays
by a few governments in
placing the reports before

the House. There shoukd
be a robust mechanism to
ensure that all this hap
pens in a tme-bound man
ner,” sald K.C. Venugopal,
a senlor Congress leader
and chairman of Parlia
ment’s Public  Accoumnts
Committee (PAC), speak-
ing a1 the conference’s va-
ledictory session

in a post on X, he ad-
ded: "Audit only matters
when someone answers
for what it finds. Accounta-
bility ¢cannot end with a
CAG report sitting on a
shelf; it has to go on until
the kst rupee is accounted
for and the last lapse is
fixed”

Hold debates on reports
The PACs are responsible
for auditing governmemnt
revenue and expenditure
and examining CAG audit
reports. The conference,
which was built on the

.‘.

L A, accounta-
b J good gover
nance: the evolving role of
PAC", concluded with the
adoption of an eight-point
resolution.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, who listened to the
deliberations, said that the
recommendations  from
the conference would pro-
vide a dear pathway to im-
prove the functioning of
PACs and ensure that pu-

blic money is used for the

right purpose,

Mr. Venugopal, on be
half of the PAC Chalrper:
sons, requested the Speak-
er 10 ensure that the PAC
reports are debated In Par
llament and the Assem:
blies so that accountability
Is fixed by the government
and the public would come
to know of the valuable
work of the PACs. He noted
that a widely shared frus-
tration by the PAC Chair-
persons was that the re-
plies from Ministries and
Departments to the PAC of-
ten come late, are incom:
plete, or do not come at all,

The eight-point resolu-
tion committed PACs to en
suring that public funds
are spent only for the pur-
pases for which they were
sanctioned and to safe-
guarding the public exche-
quer through rigorous
monitoring. Among the

key decisions was the crea-

thon of a digital platform to
facilitite continuous peer
learning, sharing of best

practices, and procedura¥®™

innovations among PACs
across the country. The
conference also resolved to
work towards standardised
tmelines for governments
to submit Action Taken
Notes on audit observa
tions and PAC
recommendations,

To improve monitoring |

of audit indings, the parti-
cipants called for the adop-
tion of digital aversight sys-
tems on the lines of

adiament’s  Audit  Para
Monitoring System (APMS)
in all State and Union Terri-
tory legislatures.

The conference also
urged closer collaboration
with the CAG, including
the use of advanced foren-
sic tools to identify high-
risk areas requiring legisla-
tive oversight,
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Falling fertility rate has made
two-child norm outdated: SC

Top court savs its 2003 judgment, which upheld such penal Ews, needs a revisit by a lirger Bench;
India’ s Total Ferrility Rate has fallen from 302 to 19, going below the 21 replacement threshold

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELM)

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday
held that Laws pe

nalising having more than
two children have lost thedr
relevance due 1o the falling
fertility rate in India

“We are of the strong
opinion that laws that pe-
nalise having more than
two children have lost their
relevance. The foundation
of such laws, that is, the
fear of overpopulation, has
crumbled due 1o demo-
graphic changes in the past
few decades,” a Bench
headed by Justice PS. Na-

rasimha observed.
The court said it(.”ly
judgment (in Javed ¥

of Haryana) which u,%

such penal laws, needed a
revisit by a larger Bench

India’s Total Fertility
Rate (TFR) had fallen from
3.02 to 1.9. A TFR of 21,
known as the replacement
rate, would allow one gen-
eration to completely re-
place itself.

“Even though India’s
population is not yet de-
climing, the TFR faling be
low the replacement rate
will soon result in a demo-
graphic transition towards

The foundation of such Eiws, tht ks the
wr of overpopulation, has crumbled due
o demographic changesinthe past fow.
docades. the TFR Glling below the

replacement e will soon result in
a demographic rransiton towands
an oider popukation with a

dodining share of the working-

ae popukation
SUPREME COURT

an older population with a
declining share of the
workingage population
Therefore, biws almed o
Hmiting population growth
have now lost their signih
cance,” Justice Narasimha
observed.

The 2003 judgment had
referred to the situation
that existed in China as of
2000 and drew inspiration
from the measures that it
had undertaken to control
the population.

Healthy growth

“The earlier perception
that population has a nega-
tive impact on develop-
ment does not hold water
any movre. Rather than so-
aety and the courts being
concerned about the nega-
tive consequences of high
population, it should in

stead focus on the need to
encourage a  healthy
growth of population,” the
judgment, by a Bench in-
cduding  Justice  Alok
Aradhe, said,

The judgment pointed
out that the share of per-
sons aged 60 and above
had risen from about 8.3%
in 2014 o 9.7% in 2024,
and governmenmt projec-
tons place that share at
nearly 15% by 2036,

indias falling fertility
rate, the court said, would
necessarily mean a smaller
proportion of younger per-
sons in the future, and,
correspondingly, a larger
ageing  population. The
court said the failure to
take notice of demograph-
ic changes would lead to
only serious consequenc-
es. Failure to adapt not on-

ly produced injustice, bur
was also an abuse of
power.

The judgment was
based on a petition filded by
Mangala Bhimrao Ingle,
whose election as  sar-
panch of the Kakoda gram
panchayar in Maharashea
was set aside on the
ground that she had more
than two children.

Justice Narasimha found
such laws linking mother-
hood to political represen-
tation a violation of Article
21 (right to life) under the
Consunution,

“Allowing such laws to
stand excludes an entire
class of citizens trom polit-
ical representation on
grounds bearing little ra-
tional connection to their
capacity to hold public of-
fice. It compels an uncon-
scionable choice between
bearing children and de-
mocratic participation, im-
pinging on the right to re-
productive autonomy
under Article 21" Justice
Narasimha observed.

Seeking an immediate
re-visitation of the 2003
judgment, the court per-
mitted the appellant to
continue in her elected po-
sition while staying any

proceedings against her.
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Fast-track special
courts scheme
extended till 2031

The Hindu Burcas

NEW DELI

The Union Ghinet on
Wadnesday approved a
five-year extension of the
Centrally Sponsored
Scheme (CSS) for st track
special courts (FTSCs), in
cuding exclusive POCSO
courts, from Apeil 1, 2026
to March 31, 2001

The scheme, operation
al since October 10, 2019,
has undergone extensions
to ensure expeditious dis-
posal of cases relued 10
rape and offences under
the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act. Tt was initial-
ly launched for one year
and was extended up to

March 31, 2026.
The scheme has a total
financial oulay of

33,788.04 crore, compris-
ing a Central share of
$2,353.15 crore and a State)
Union Terrtory share of
1,434,889 crore,

The Centre’s allocation
will be met from the Nirb
haya Fund. There are 779
functional FTSCs across
the country, including 399
exclusive POCSO courts.
They have disposed of
402,457 cases since the
scheme's inception.

Under the extended
scheme, the government

Centre plans to
operationalise 850
fast track courts to
deal with child abuse
and rape cases

plans to operationalise 850
FTSCs, including exclusive
POCSO courts, acruss par
ticipating States and Union
Temtories.

This expansion shall be
based on case pendency
data across all States and
Umnion Terntories,

There s also a provision
for a dedicated Judicial Of
hoer, a Special Public Pro-
secutor and six support
staff to faclitate expedi-
tious disposal of pending
cases relating to rape and
offences under the POCSO
Act, 2012

The continuation of the
scheme is expected 1o ex-
pedite trials, reduce the
backlog of rape and POC-
SO cases, and encourage
the establishment of Vul-
nerable Witness Deposi-
tion Centres and child-
friendly court spaces to fa-
cilitate victim testimonies
without causing further
distress, while prioritising
cases involving vulnerable
groups like women and
children, an official state-
ment said.
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Bengaluru exhibition attempts to ¢
make the quantum seem human s ¢
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The Amazon is
no longer a
carbon sink, it
IS an emitter

DNvy & Gandi

be world's Largess tropical focest,
rederted 10 25 the ungs of the

planset,” the Amanon rafndorest
OO0e 2000 25 & vast carbon siol thae
be!;uﬂdxabhnnmbm!u}
emicions. Bt now;, 2 stady has foond
thue the Amuzon rilesses more CO: than it
absoetys from the Mmospiere, &5 i1 5
Gecimmad by deforestation and focest
fres

SCentists measamed O Jevels ot
research atrplanes, betwoen the yeass
2000 and 2024 3¢ four Ammazosian sites.
Thetr Endings mdcated tha “Amuzons b
a net cxbon source rathes than 2
sank and Canot offset regSonsal
ANhIOPORCTIG FElasions.”

Wildfres caused the Amuzon to emit
L17 Milboo more metric tormes of Carbon
than @t absocbedd, found the wndy,
anndr}:nrnﬂ Natury.

dry season, Geleying the oot of the wet
season.” <ad the sthoes, There was 4
reduction in peecipitation by 7% during
the dryseason peak penod

Mg -October), from 1999 to 2088 and
an incresse in ol temmgpeyature of
0.9°C durimg the same period
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5 Flammable forests
CTCHmahe stress s styonger i moce

: Jeforesten] reglons, rendering forests

-, progressively nsore asusable.” said the
| studdy, This phenomsenca bs amplified

F by climate events such as El Nio and o

3 greates fregquency of drovgdhity,

L o the peak of 2 strong Bl Nido in 2024
the highest carbon emissions were

L recorded. This periox) was the bottest,

| driest arxd most strongly degraded by tre:

s s ek 2 N of deforestation wis

| cuemsed by fire that year, *Most Armszonkan |

| wildfires are intentionally set, and severe

| droughts exacerbate thedr extent and

| intensity,” aaid the study,

l “The main message of the stady s

| shocking: the problem in the Amazon &

| higman activity,” s lead mathor and

) climate scientist Luching Vianl Gat, in i

: | refease. “We're lasing the forest because
| the regiun’s developenent moxdel has been

J based on destruction. We need pablic

3 policies that value the starling focest.”

1 Deforestation acceleratedd sharply

| particularly between 2019 and 2022 when |

a the Amazon witnessed a loss of
: 7,91 535 sq e of forests, Between
| 2010-24, there was a 272% rise in mining

| ared, 2 19N increase in pasture area, anxd a |

| 196% expansion of sovbean plamanons,
,‘ “These results highlight the vrgent
;‘ need to implement a rero-deforestation
L policy, strepgthen controls on beomass
§ * burning and mmnm forest restoration
, peogramees.” sald the authors.
L The Amscon, which spars five million
* spkan. across nine countries, also
| happerns o be a habsat to no less than

- 107 of Al plant and animal species, and

| home to 30 millica people.

The Amunon forest stores

| approximately 100 billion tonnes of
| carbon In vegetation and soils.
| Meanwhile, a study [rom India publisied
| Enviroamental Research: Climate, said
' thae the country’s forests could neardy
| double carbon storage by 2100,
] Vegetation carbon biomass could
| mcrease by 97 under a high-emissons,

| fossil- fuel Intensive scenario by the end of |
| the century, owing to rising precipeaton

| and edevated atmospheric CO-. Clintate
! | change is indeed morphing Indiy's

| indscape: the Rirgest increases in
\muum carbon are projected in the
f arkd and semi-arkd 2o0es in Rajasthan,
! Gojarat and Madhya Pradesh, the study
> sand.
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{1 el SRATEETES (CO,) GREar 2, 394 Fal iU 31E @1 2
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Damning report
The workd s ot on Astice
Murabicior's report on kel atrocities

| ey the Lested Natiome Georral As
senady (LN Lt wevk on the Interne
' tonad Commbsbon of iy’ ktest re
| pott ot the umunon i hrael sod the Falesinin
L derrnonies, s chaslrperson, retired lnafian judoe
| Jostior Seshvacen NuraBur, B oot ool b
L words b sty e said st Ove immeguivocal
conchusion was that hesedl wecurity forces coosh
POnd 30 COMEI T Cremes, CrEnes againat B
L sty and the crsene of grmocade™ 3 year Jfter
L e Oxtolaet 005 Crsirfse astevinent Doolered
b ithe US The Commertssion's thivd such suleny
| whom since Ovacbeer 7, 200235, the repoet focimes oo
= e "R Aot Doy amd meental Buirom by state
§ N, prodosieaasly beaed secarny foeced, [t
! dtaws o0 medicd reconds, ssteline Inaaery, &
) reoyue amolysis, wiiness tesrimony and videos
! posaad by bracd soddiers. Despie baraed dentals,
" the Tepeont mm-msmmgxxmn
ovilons, ncdlodng mees, by @erg Arudicul by
L telligensow (AD 8o adentify amd evecune their tar
| pees warh mmpunry, the neport guecees top bsraed
L ofhetals clalemung the Mg, Ratiow Muralthar
| S0 thaet myore Chun 75,000 Palestimans nchoding
' 21,500 chlidren anxd 1000 wooen bune beeny
| Lilled across. PallestinGn tevrivories since 2023,
LA wt Tl of 00 XTRE™ b Doty taken by
| menbet states, nchuading beaed el The reguet
' calls oo UN mernbers 10 “cenploy 3l meuns™ to
| preventt (e groocide, Enestigate and prosecute
! suspexes for 2, and esaablish dear rules for Al ose
L it comflices. The Commmirtee hud peeviously Called
on UN members 10 okt mulitary tramsfers to by
Ll 0t paks S Uons Aot theste Binked to
chald abwses, = well 3 10 cooperate with e I
L ternucionsl Cremigl Coust 1o enforce JITess war
| rants againet beaed ofScals and wldiers.
The coouminiee’s Sndrgs have shocked many
' oand the wonld Bot have not thas G effected
! much acoon. The UNGA bcks the power 10 im-
L plement aey tesolution semed & poeseeting -
' racls acoors, and the UN Securiey Counal backs
| the consenias 10 30 30, given the L-SUs support of |
| lsrael. So, x shoakd oomne 3 po surprise that Jus-
| e Murabidice could not even poesent the reporet
L 1o the UNGA in person, o the S, withhedd grant
od 3 via. Rew Delty, while ophoiding Palesiniin
| TREhRS Al peon ling Dt ian a8, us avoit
' od any recocmnendaton that coudd harm rela-
! tons with kraed kndis has abszained from DN re
| sollutioos calling for 2 oesefire or action agiins?
| lsraed, whidle contimeang to supply it with arms,
! ammunito, codnence aod Jrooe parts. The A6
| ntsary of Bxaernal Afirs hus netther dinectly ane
ied Taaeds actions: nor cooumented on the G-
! turbing fosdings of reports by the LN commusson
| chalred by Jusrice Muralidhur and his poedeces
L sor, 2000 Nobed Peace Prive Gureate Novanethem
| Pilley. The gowernensess’s silence B i condics with
L it aed principies and oodld pice # oo the
umt_'_giuedmnm)
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Helping hand

Sates need hedp to rebutld public
infrestructure after dosmagye in oyclones

L oog ferm poeparedacss and 2 sailt res

Youlube Homework

POfse By authoritses minimbed Casuaitios
when the bachtobach cyclones Armab
o] Morzes bt two places of the Ancibes Pradesh
coas. In Andiva Pradesh, damsagy from Cyclooe
Aroah, which made LodGR on October 25 wis
estimated o roughly 34,52 @ore. Indetal eath
rutes of the dasuge by Cyclone Muraag, which
crossed the coust on November 3, inchicare that
aoent 2,500 hectares of standing crops weee aff
fected. The State reported seven deaths from the
two cychones. The firt cyclone Sprfaged nearly
SO000 hectares of standing 0o in southern
parts of Odsda. After prelimenary on-the-spot as
 pesument of Bood-hit areas, the Unbon governy
ment is expediad 10 soon release the Brar insal
ment of funds 10 the affected States. Personned
from Karmasala, Telangana and Tamuil Nadu have
210 potse 10 the tesoue of Amdbrs Pradesh
The deplovment of the Redl Time Govermince
Society (RTGS) and other technologies has sianil-
icantly reduced human chsualies and property
damapye. During Cycdome Hudhod in October
2003, Andhra Pradesh reported 63 deaths and
- damage estimated 2t pearly 822,000 crore. As
nanural disasers become more frequent In Inxtia,
greater coliaboranon s pooded between higher
learming instisutions, especially in science and
technology, and central and State government
apencies. Authorities mun? develop an effective
compensation framework for saving crops/crop
losses. The Pradhon Mantri Facd B Yojama, 2
crop surance scheme that was bunched by the
Union gosernsent 2 decade a0, has not provid-
od farmers with comprehensive safety cover, as
they sufler due 2o the vigeries of nature. The Un-
ion povernment should improve the scheme 50
that 2l Grmers are encourged to bring their
crops under the scheme, whale State govern-
ments showld ratse Jwareness about the insu-
rance scheme and sppoct agrcuiouriss by top
ping up benefits that are under the insurance
cover. The Centre should also foces on Bnancial
FEPARCE OF POIMANCOt TESRONn Projects.
The iniiad ssand of the Union govermment was
that the Natwoenal and State Disaster Response
Funds were meant for responae and refiief, not ne
covery and reconstruction, but Sollowing the 5th
Fmance Commivdon’s nudge, it added recovery
and reconstroction a5 3 component of the two
fands two years 30, However, when public in-
frassrocoure sufers exensive damsage, the Centre
should provide adStomal assstance to ease e
et den 00 alfected States, Primme Minister Naren-
dra Modi and bis team at the Centre must act in
the spirnt of “cooperasnve federalism™

» Cyclone
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lespite five-day market rally

VIX surges 654% YTD. reflecting heightened investor anxiety despite recent recovery in equities;
crude crisis, flaring up of West Asia conflict, US, results and Trump’s response add o tension

Gowrl Lakshmi

MUMEAI

ndia’s stock markets
l may have extended

their winning streak
o five consecutive ses-
sions, but the persistence
of the volatility index (VIX)
around 15 points suggests
that investors remain far
from reassured.

The so-called ‘fear
gauge’, which measures
the market’s expected vo
latility over the next 30
days, has eased from its
late-October high of 17 but
remains elevated amid
mounting global uncer-
tainties. While the Nifty 50
‘has dedlined nearly 8%
‘since the beginning of
' 2026, the VIX has surged
- 65.4% year-to-date, reflect-
| ing heightened investor an
- xiety despite the recent re-
covery in equities.

“VIX basically suggests
' potential for volatility in
- markets. The market has
' been on a rally but inves-
tors fear a decline for sev-
eral reasons. The crude cri-

On Wednesday, Sensex gained 383 points, or 0.5%, to close at
77,301, while Nefty advanced 149 paoints to settle at 23,960. PN

sis, flaring up of West Asia
conflict, LS. results and
Trump’s response, all add
to anxieties for global in-
vestors,” V. K. Vijavaku-
mar, chief investment stra-
tegist at Ceojit Financial
Services, said.

On Wednesday, the 30
share Sensex gained 383
points, or 0.5%, to close at
77,301, while the Nifty 50
advanced 149 points, or
0.6%, to settle at 23,960,
extending the market’s re-
covery for a Afth straight
SESSION.

However, the gains were
partly restrained by weak-
ness in information tech-

nology stocks. The Nifty IT
index declined 1.5% to
32,061 after falling as much
as 3% during the session,
weighing on broader mar-
ket sentiment,

“Post the U.S. midterm
elections, investor focus
will shift to the U.S. admi-
nistration’s next course of
action on West Asia, as any
further escalation or diplo-
matic progress could sig-
nificantly influence crude
oil prices and global mar-
ket sentiment in the near
term,” Siddhartha Khem-
ka, head of research,
wealth management at Mo-

tilal Oswal Financial Ser-

vices, said in a note.

Strong corporate earn
ings for the September
quarter have provided
domestic equities  with
SOme suppaort,

Analysts also point 1o a
possible shift in global cap-
ital flows towards India as
concerns over stretched
valuations in artificial intel-
ligence-linked stocks trig-
ger a reassessment of in-
vestment allocations.

The Alled rally over the
past two years had attract-
ed substantial foreign capi-
tal to markets such as
South Korea, Taiwan and
the US., diverting flows
away from India,

Crude oil remains
another critical variable.

“Crude has to sustain
the current levels or below
$100 a barrel for markets
to recover completely,” Ajit
Mishra, senior vice-presi-
dent, Research, Religare
Broking, said, adding, “A
reversal in Al deceleration
could also potentially risk
reverse the gains we have
seen so far”
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o Frenfeferdt T (VIX), o 3maait ot s et (2T a1 OaTT) oft Tt ST B, U UET S99 & S SI9T HTRe | 311 arer 30 &t % Ian-aee
(volatility) 3 T = ferar 2|
* IE FATAT & foh 2SH I HIT AAT a—3TT HIehe ITid T T 390 o1} dsf 91 firrae 21 aredt 21

* T T ST IF VIX FIX T &, d HTohe T ST AR TolIee agd! ¢l
*  Wrehe & wifd: ST& VIX e Srar 2, df Hrehe | 0T 11T nife @ 2
o TAedyagg O fwar: Jmar o, Sie 9T o (Rt o d@8er) firan 8, a1 VIX sigar 21 Sis I3 SR 9L 51147 2, dt VIX firar 21

gf=ar VIX s qud VIX

¢ A H TN {3 ATehe hT & AT 22 gl U 2T o1 87

e EfEAT VIX (India VIX) YA I TN NSE & {9t sitwig it fmar &
e HiEfta1E VIX (CBOE VIX) SfEfT IR ISR S&P 500 S50 JATwig Fi Fiuai 9
Tl 3R 228 & o o =) St 22

* T I SN 85 VIX F1 0aad § [ 919K H 981 g9 8 dTal 8, U 284 bl W9eTahi hiH AT J1ey|
o 3Ty UIEfET: VIX S T W (Call/Put)  Sifiam g2 2 s 2|
o T HIFN: AFT-2H 3 VIX F T2 3BT (S HTaI) 3l T&d H 370 I9d @iied i i 9Hd 2
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Blow for Trump as Democrats seize Congress = How US. midterm poll results could
shape geopolitical options for India
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U.S. midterm impact on India: faster
trade deal talks, higher tariffs likely
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Bhutan sets Guinness World Record
for erecting 108 stupas.innine hours

Rahul Karmakar

GELEPHU

Bhutan has set a Guinness
World Record by erecting
108 Buddhist stupas in
nine hours, Gelephu Mind-

fulness City %ﬁm@r-
- nor Lotay Tshering said.

A Guinness World Re-
- cords representative hand-
ed Dr. Tshering the certifi-
cate on Tuesday evening
- acknowledging the feat at
Gelephu.

About 40,000 _trained
volunteers raised the 103,
' Stupas, called Jang-
' chub Chortens, between 3
'a'm. and 11.55 a.m. on No-

' vembggd, marking the 18th
coronation anniversary of
King Jigme Khesar Nawr
' gvel Wangchuck.

Officials who oversaw

City, holds a certificate acknowledging the feat. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the feat said the volunteers
were divided into teams of
20-23 members, who
worked simultaneously
across designated sites to
raise the stupas, each 14
metres tall and 108 metres
apart along the banks of
the Mau Chhu River.

The Bhutanese King’s vi-
sion to build a country for
the future, but rooted in
tradition, drove Project 108
(stupas). He also envisaged
the project as a foundation
of GMC, a spirituality-
based ethical global eco-
nomic hub.

Each chorten cost an es- |
timated $200,000, and in- |
dividuals, families, com-
munities and institutions
worldwide have contribut-
ed to the project. One of |
these, Chorten No. 76, was |
dedicated to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi as an
“enduring symbol” of the |
King's “profound admira- |
tion” of India’s “steadfast
commitment for the reali-
sation” of GMC.

“To raise 108 Stupasina
matter of hours is a remar-
kable accomplishment.
But the true fruit of those |
blessings, those prayers,
and that labour is seen in
us, the Bhutanese people. |
In our values and virtues, |
in our loyalty, and in the |
joy we take in service,”
King Wangchuck said.
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Nirmala Lakshman
wins Sharjah award

for book The Tamils

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

'Nirmala Lakshman, auth-
or, journalist and Director
of The Hindu Group, has
won the Sharjah Award for
‘the Best International
Book in the Best Interna-
tional Non-Fiction Book ca-
tegory for The Tamils: A
- Portrait of a Community.
' The award was presented
by Sheikha Bodour bint
- Sultan Al Qasimi, Chairper-
son of the Sharjah Book
Authority.

According to a press re-
 lease, the book, which was
' published by Aleph Book
Company in January 2025,
- has sold several thousand
copies since its release.
Drawing on historical re-
search and personal obser-
vations, it explores the his-
tory, society and culture of
the Tamil people.

“I am deeply honoured
by this recognition,” said
Dr. Nirmala Lakshman.

- ——y oy — B e ——— ——

Nirmaia Lakshman

“Writing The Tamils was
both a personal journey
and an exploration of a
rich and complex history. |
wanted to convey the di-
versity of Tamil life, the
many influences that have
shaped it, and its continu-
ing vitality. It is especially
meaningful to see this sto-
ry resonate with readers
and receive international
recognition. | hope it en-
courages more people to
rediscover the histories
and ideas that connect us.”

—— — ——
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