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Removing the odds between
safety and freedom

Children's intermet access maest be protected as o fundimental right, with ageappropriate sifeguards and
shared responsehility to ensare anline safety withoot imposing blanket restrictions

FETTEM A SIRIY

CERE, Srivastaya

ocess o the bnter net @S essential
for enisur g a beigde daded
fature ke childeen and bulleyg
an incChastve and Informed
SOCIeLY. However, stmiing a balance
Detween [reedomn and sifety & the need
of thee otz In thas regardd, the Supevme

Coury recently, Wfﬂ
Alliarce v. 5. Hharesh 20280, hes o
recogned ettt pooess
fundamental sgght, emmphasisng that,
paarticadurly for chiddren, the e
OTVES a8 3 Lateway to knowledye,
creachity, and self expression, In the
dightal era, 300ess 10 he Inférret B o
hosssan right sl 2 cssential composem
of the righnt 10 freed oo of speech and
expeession guaranteed umder Armicle
LX) of the Constitution,

The court by oleserved that the

pooeral percoption that safery and
freedom ace & odds with each ogher S &
false notcn. Protecimg children does noe
necessarsly meun restrictng thei
freedom, The court™s observations
restforce demmocratic princples. Howeyer,
I ks egually lesportun Lo creste an
emironment = which people in groeral,
and children in pastioular, can explore the
Jigiead wourld safely while profecong,
respocting, and fullillong thel
Naclassertal rights,

‘Authority-liberty coondination’
Reascmabyde restricthons om the exercie of
freedoms are important to strike 2
badnce between mdaadea) and social
intereaty, This cvores that a
comstiutionakst approach is followed,
wheredn the Constitution sets hamits on
the exercise of State authorhy as well as
cesom' IDerty, When the State oventeps
these bmbs, dicvmorial tendencles may
CIDerEe; when Closens sevk o exerche
their righats withoot restyaing, an anachic

minchwet may peesull. Theredore, & iy
pertinent o ensuge the “Juchority-libeny
coondmation” ki the smooth fuscticaing
of Inda’s democtic govermance,

A tool for Jearning

Dizitad techncloges have been
transforming alemost all sectors, puniang
the world 1o & laster grosth tracaey
A0 connbuning greany 10 enhancng
capabities by witlening ¢lwices. While
Amartya Sen propounded that capalility
emhancement woulkd lead o
development, Josepd Stgghite said thae
transformation, i additon
capabdities, 1 key to development., These
theoretical jstilicatons establish that
Intetoet acoom Can open the godden gate
of Ionowledge for children, peonaded
sdegrsate regulasons are in place 1
govern the content inaalihle cnlne. It also
erables childoen 10 Sevelop techaokogical
shills, express thelr opinions, and coanect
WILh el SCross poographic s
botiisSaries, #abould therelore be

(}\Q

/

reConised pot &8 3 priviege wrantad 1o
childven, bue as 3 matter of nghs

Soenie of the courtsies like Antrslia,
frazil, Ching, Indomesta, Maavaa and
UAE have restrcted the use of social
msecdis by cliidren by setlngg soreen tene
lemits and = Brasl partsulaly the
children reguire to Ink thelr sockal meda
Sccounts 0o & kel puardan In hode,
Saates like Andbea Pradesh and Karmataka
lave plams 10 mpose soreen Lime Curls
for childeen, The idea bebiind such plans
i b0 ensare g acoess 50 the lsernet b
s ject 10 respor ity O imany
OCCASIONE, ODSCOse Imaler i 15 posted a8
content thun neads o be etfectively
restrcted, Im the reoent ruling, the cowrt
has rghtly sald thar we should not smitace
the intermational approach while putting
curls, the Dalursoe shoudd be Consciously
decided

Earlier, In Ansrmdha Bhrem v Undon of
redia C2000), the Supreme Court ekl that
Dreedom of speoch andd expeeision, and
the freedom o Garry on trade oe
hasiness, theough the Imernes, are
protedted under Artiches P and
1. In aoother reling, In Pragiv
Prasen v Unon of India (2008), the court
held thu excludeg persons with
doabdicies from digeal KYC violated
Artiche 23 and that the right 10 dygtal
SOCUSS 1S an intrnsic compondnd of the
rghy o Me. it albso cied Cricket
Assocation of Rengal (1995), sving that
Artiche 1) Incldes the right to know
2000 %0 roceive and bt donmaton
aen] sleas.

Balancing freedom amd safety
Freedons caanct go ureesincted, a i
worhd ruke socety utschillned. Heeer,
safory measares nood to be blended wirh
"

Thoughs Intermet access offen
mimercn benedts to chiklren, it also
exposes them to senous risks, which intey
et InChade Ovber Dullykg, enline
harassment, vichithons of peivicy, and
frands of vasiow kinds. lgnoring soch
dangers would prove detrimental 5o the
faar changing doenestie and global soctal
and culturad milew, Te mgn alvo lesd 1w
the widening of eivisational
advincements axd culveral ks, A
convergent appuoach is therefore necded,
toingng wogether parees, the
povernment, edocational imstitetions axd
the servide pronidens. Age appeopaiate
boninlaries munt be set, and awaroness of
online reks must be raksed so that
children can make indormed decisbons
without geftiegs nto an unssle
enviranme n

Blanket curbs wil ulnmarely prevers
children from gecting hdfornsaton scross
sectors, Tnatead of curbing chisdron's
righes, # would be better to revisit existng
syslems,

AR stakeholdors muns take stops to
restrict harmful coneent and act mace
responsbly. Preventive medsures are
always peeferuble to curtaling children’s
riglet to Internet acoess a8 3 coftectve
measure
(C.BP. Seivestows Is Presklest, Comtre for
Appial Reveurch by Governance)

YouTube Homework
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! 0 November §, 2001, the United Nations
| 0 General Assembly (UNGA) designated
Neowvwraber 6 vach yvar as e
Iermational Pay ke Preventing the Explaitaton
| of the Envronment (n War and Armed Coaflict.
LT revopnitson Lesderswcores the LDrreaching

‘ Impacss of ernviromment sl Garsnse Guned by

| armed coedlict, induding degradason of

D OCOEASAT I At Pesourow Gepretion well aiter the

L Oood Bt period. Thes impact often exteexds boyorsd
| the lenits of nathonal territories and affects future
| peoerations,

| Comddering the impottance of the sne, the

* Inernationsl Law Commuission ULO), b its repont
L e "Prodection of the Eanvircoment i Relation
| 10 Arened Conflicts’ (FERAL), sdapsed 27 draft

| peincipies B0 2002, which were foomsally noted by
| the UNGA on Decemaber 7, 2022, The overarching
| parpose of these peioogples Iy 80 enhance the

| protecion of the environsse i in relaton o
+ armed cootlicts. The Brst principle of .
| prosvides that the principles apply o

! protection of the environese it bofore, durng and
| ey an armed comict, inchudiog @ sinuations of
| oeoupation. In this coent, Bseseds respomsibdity
| for iterrationally wroogful acts causing
emdronment al harm aises nog oy From s

| ongoing gemockde In Gz bat also from its

L CORLIUAIE rObe 48 an occapyieg power

Stuven, lewewraranl

Netry Loy

l

T devastation in Gaza

| In s repoot redeased on Segricmiber 23, 2008,

' pihed the “Erndeonmental Bapact of the Condlicy

Lin the Gaza Strip', the Unised Nations

- Eovirotemient Progranmmme (UNEP) documented

| (bt two yoars of escalating bostiletes have

| resalved in snpeecedontoed emviroamental

| devastation [n Gaza, severely affecing its soils,

| [reshater resources, and comtline. 1tsays that
girscw 2007, Gara bow Jost 97% of its trow coops,

The destrucison
ol turas
COOSVSIITS
underscones the
necd for

| 05% of its shnublassd, and £2% of its annusl crepss, | ccountabiliy
! b ies popadation on the beink of Lunine, Hindet :
Frodmater tesoctroes ate crtically scaror, annd intermational
st of Uhe remaining supply is contaminated law

rabey systemss, and thwe increasing rellasce
cobpies Faawe Bely wonened poliation of the
Aguifer that provides maost of Gaea's water. Thw
UNEI further modes that narine and coastal
crndrossments are sl Bely comtamissted

Appronimiaiely 7S% of Gazs's estimued
250,000 buildings have been diumagted or
destroned], reseiting Io around 61 muilboo tonnes
of Setwis, The loss of vegesatson cover and sodl
compaction from military actaity hirve further
degraded sodl quakty, reducing It capucky o
voch wirter, Beightesing Oood raks, and
firsting srovndw ater rechurnge. The UNEP repon
does ot capeure the Sl exteot of the
errdrossment sl devasitateom i1 Gy, o tlse
SN Compnues 1o detoriorme and sttty
are rapidly rensdered cbsolete anud [seael's
Ot sersooal assank

Viekations of emviroamental
A an cooupying power, braed s obligaood under
the PERAC priscipies o pdinisister amd e the
DU resoundes in s Oocupied Palestisnm
Territoey $OTEY, for the beneds of the prosecied
populaion of the ocoupied terrinory, whike
vty respeet for aod protection of the
ernviromment. it must megrate emvirommentsl
CoosiGerations o the adominstration of the O
Nevertheless, Ieaed has engagesd in the
VST xrzacton of ratural resources from
the OFT and transferred themn to #self, resulting
in signdhcant cendironertal Seralation, th i
been acknowledpad by the International Court of
Justice in s advisocy oplmson of July B, X004,
"L Compeguences Arivinyg oo the Podcles
And Practioes of Baaed In the Ocoupind
Pafestmian Yermnory, Indoding st Jesrusaless’
Such peactxes nol caly contravene
errvironmental peotectioe oblgitioas Bo also
Infringe upon the Palestmian people’s colecine
rights, Inchading thelr permancrn sovercgaty
over mastieeal resosrces and thelr rgght 2o

sel-Geterminudon. [mermtionad Liw affirms tha

all peoples, mdudmg thase under occupaman,
hurve peomanent sosereany oser sl
fesouroe, Imyposkeg strict Renitations on the
ICTONS of oocupying powers reanding these
naourad resoninoes. Yet, Sraeds prolooged
Ocvupuation - characterised Ty wersioral
CApUTOn, Setie Dl cotstraction, el
sysSematic resource appropriation - s
congistenthy undermined these foundatsonl
principies of interoation biw

Frinciple 9 of the PERAL stipulates that a state
st Commuts i intervationaly wrooghal at in
relation O a0 armed contllict, ressding in
errdroneental damagse, bears intermatonad
resporsibiiny and is obligsed 1o provide full ‘
fepuration Sor stach desemuge, schudmg datsage o |
the et insell, Accordogty, Brael Dears
an obligation under internation] by to provide
full ceparation Sor e epvironmental Gestructon
# los camsed in Gaza - an obligation seafemed
by the intermasonal Court of Justice imits
Advsory oplrdon of fuly 19, 2004, Tepal
Comoguoences Ariung from the Mlicies And
Practioes of Iseaed in the Ocoupsed Palestinum
Territoey, Incloding East Jerusalem’,

The overall picture of occupation

On this Internatiocal Dy for Preventing the
Expdoitathon of the Einvirooment in War and
Armsed Coodlicy, # & GRical to ackeomledy the
the devastaoion nficted on Paksrioe, benning
with the loomuson of the state of baaed and ks
ongeing settier colonial project, constiittes &
serous bread h of moernational bew. This hus
Devuame more prooounced since October 7, 2005
whien Mumnue bed smachs 00 lvae] were lofiowed
by Braed’s penocidal amach on Gar,

As Swedish cimuate activist Andress Madn galy |
Ol rves, the Sestructon of Palestne s the ‘
dearucton of the earth, The Bternational
COMMURY Mt reCOo@ese thur Climae ke (s
impossile withoon dbsasanaiing lsraels
setUer <odontial stracivere ansl ensnst lng the

hertion of P_A_vs‘:iw.

o

\4
e

§¢ e "UN-appointed Independent

—

Occupied Palestipe

International Commission of Inquiry on
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Residents of disputed villages
in Kotia cross Odisha boundary
to vote in Andhra Pradesh polls

Satvasundar Barik
' BHUBANESWAR

- Several voters from Kotia
- gram panchayat, whose ju-
risdiction has long been
li disputed between QOdisha
‘and Andhra Pradesh,
' crossed the Odisha boun-
' dary on Thursday to cast
their votes in the mandal
- parishad territorial consti-
tuency and zilla parishad
territorial  constituency
- elections conducted by the
- Andhra Pradesh State Elec-
' tion Commission.
The Odisha government
' had deploved 16 platoons
' of police and erected three
- border checkpoints, res-
tricting people’s entry and
| exit. However, several vo-
- ters sneaked out from the
- borders to cast votes.
The Andhra Pradesh go-
- vernment had set up a poll-
ing booth for villagers of
- Kotia at Sariki in its State
boundary.

¥ s

Odisha government had deployed 16 platoons of police and erected
checkpoints, restricting people’s entry and exit. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Political parties in Od-
isha accused leaders from
Andhra Pradesh of bribing
people to get their votes.
“Some were taken to the
other side of the boundary
on Wednesday. After cast-
ing their votes, they re-
turned,” said veteran Con-
gress MLA Tara Prasad
Bahinipati, who hails from
Koraput district.

Similarly, Bhrugu Buxi-
patra, a senior BJD leader,
said a few had crossed bor-
ders to vote. However, this

time, the people of Odisha |
were successful by not let- |
ting Andhra Pradesh set up |
its polling booth inside Od- |
isha, he said.

Koraput Sub-Collector |
Fabi Rasheed said security |
personnel and Executive
Magistrates were deploved |
in boundary villages to pre-
vent untoward incidents. |
“Villagers did cross the
border, but we have no
idea if they voted in the |
Andhra Pradesh elec-
tions,” Ms. Rasheed said.

-
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BJP leaders meet President
over ‘irregularities’ in KPSC

They urge Murmu to act on former Kerala Governor’s recommendation to remove PSC Chairman;
despite securing ranks, yvouth have been denied jobs because of the maladministration, they say

- The Hindu Bureau

' NEW DELH)

Bharatiya  Janata
A Party (B]1") delega:
- tion on Thursday

met Presidemt Droupadi
' Murmu and requested her
' to act on the recommenda-
' thon of former Keralam Go-
vernor Rajendra Vishwa-
nath  Arlekar for the
' removal of State Public Ser-
vice Commission (KPSC)
' Chairman M.R. Eaiju and
its members over alleged
irregularities.

. The BJP delegation led
by Rajva Sabha member
(nominated) €. Sadanan-
dan incduded State party
president Rajeev Chandra-
sekhar and Rajva Sabha
' member PT. Usha

. The former Governos
Chad flagged alleged brregu-
larities in the functioning

e

Seeking action: President Droupadi Murmu with 8P leader Rajeev
Chandraseihar, and PT. Usha and €, Sadanandan, My, m

of the organisation which
is responsible for recruit-
ment (0o government ser-
vices in the Stare before de-
mutting ofhce.

Al a press conference,
Mr. Chandrasekhar ac
cused the Congress and
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi of raising “manu-

factured issues” related 1o
the youth, while not ad-
dressing their plight in
Keralam,

“It reflects hypocrnisy
and double standards on
the part of the Congress,
much like the special inten:
sive revision (SIR) issue,
where they take one posi
tion in Delhi against the

SIR but take another posi- |
ton in Keralam in favour of
it he said.

The senlor BIP leader
sabd: “This is an important
issue that impacts the fu-
ture of many Malayali)
youth who have been sit-
ting in protest and on
strike for the last several
months. Despite appearing
for examinatons and se
curing ranks, they have
been denied jobs because
of the maladministration
of the PSC and what we be-
beve is its complete cap-
ture by vested interests
such as the SFI, which is
part  of the CPI(M)
ecosystem.”

“PSC rank holders have
been protesting owside
the Secretariat for months,
with the full knowledge of

the Congress Chicf Minis.

ter,” he said,

KPSC chief,
others named
in FIR over
exam fraud

R Xa? - 3vB-2Y
Part 14 \ R
% - P3C—1318-314

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Keralam Police has regis-
tered an FIR against the
Chairman and members of
the Kerala Public Service
Commission (KPSC) over
alleged irregularities in the
examination for recruit-
ment to the post of Fisher- |
ies Extension Officer.

The latest FIR explicitly
identifies three categories
of accused: the PSC Chair-
man, members and offi-
cials. The alleged irregular-
ities relate to the
examination conducted
for the Fisheries Extension
Othcer post at the Kerala
University of Fisheries and
Ocean Studies, It has also
registered another FIR
against PSC members over \
alleged irregularities in the
exam for recruitment to
the post of Assistant Motor
Vehicle Inspector.
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Merchant charge has been impos
to save UPI ecosystem, NPCI tells

Zero Merchant Discount Rate for all UPT transactions is no longer sustainable as functional costs would bum into the
b of merchant transactions, it adds

public exchequet, says yments lmd\ in affidavit; the fee will apply to ondy about 4°

Krishnadas Rajagopal

| NEW DELMI

. he Navomal Pay-
' I Inwms Corporation
of India (NPCD has

| said in the Supreme Court
that “zero Merchamt Dis
| count Rate (MDR)™ for all
Unmed Payments nterface
(L P1) ransactions was no
| longer sustainable, as func:
tiosal costs for the pheno-
- menally expanding digital
| payment industry in India
L would burn into the public
L exchequer,
| UPI processed as many
ras 2451 billion transac
tions, cumuiatively worth
Lapproxdmatedy 22982 akh

L crove, In the month gliwi,

LEust 2026 alone, marking
{ts  highest-ever monthly
s volume, An average of ap-
proximately 791 million
| ransactions  were  pro-
' cessed every single day in
that month. In Financial
CYear 202526, UPL pro-
L cossed approximately
' 241,62 ballion transactions
- worth approximately 314
| lakh crore, the NPCI sakl,

L "The Hgures ilhestrase
not merely growth, but

UPI procedsed 24 51 billion Sransactions, cumulatrvely worth atout
22982 1akh crore, inthe month of August 2026 done, SEUTERS

growth of a magnitude that
places  correspondingly
greater demands on the s¢
curity, resilience, and in
frastructural capachty of
the system,” the NPCI, re-
presented by Additional
Solicitor-General N. Ven:
kataraman, submitted in
COAlTT,

Legal challenge
The NPCI was responding
1o a challenge in court to
the government's decision
to introduce an MDR of
04% on Person4o-Mer-
chant (P2AM) UP] transac:
thons above 12,000,

Person to-person  (I"2P)

transactions, which ac
count for 707% of total UM
transaction value, would
remain completely free ir
respective of amount, the
NCPI sadd. There would be
0o transaction or platform
fee or other charge permis
sible for individuals for
sencling or recelving mo-
ney throwgh UPL, itadded.

It said personto-mers-
chant (P2M) payments up
to 12,000 would also re
main  “entirely free of
MDR", *This threshold s
cakbrated to shield the
overwhelming makority of
everyday, lowsalee mer-
chant payments of the kind

made by ordinary consum
ers and small merchants
alike.” the NPCl said.

The afhxlanvit sald that
the amended MDR frame
work targeted only higher
value commerce without
disturbing Jowvalue tran
sactions that drive the mass
adoption of UPL The MDR
charge, which did not ex
ceed 0.4%, would apply to
PZM  transactions above
£2,000, “Effectively, MDR
will apply 1o only about 4%
of merchant transactions,
and appeoximately S0% of
all PaM will yemain wmsal
fected,” the NPC said.

‘MDR is not a tag’

The NPCI countered the
petitioners” contention that
an amended MDR frame
work should have been in
troctuced only through a
new legislation and not just
through a notification in
September. It angued that
MDR was not a tax, cess,
fee, duty or any other stat
wory levy imposed by or
under a legislative enact-
ment, It was plainly 2
‘Charge” collected 10 recom-
or the huge costs associt-

ed with the functioning of |
the payment system, and |
was in tum, distributed en- |
tirely amongst the partick |
pants in the UP ecosystem. |
*MDR is a charpe collected |
by the system participants |
to recover the costs in |
curred in running the pay- |
ment system, and not an |
IMposition pursuant to any |
dedegation of legistative or |
fiscal power by Parkament,
the Central Government or |
RBL" the NP submitted.

In a 100-page am(hvit. :
the NPCI sakd that, as a sys-
tem provider, it had the It |
berty to determine thc
MDR applicable to transac
tons processed through |
the payment system oper- |
ated by it. The NP re |
called how the govern |
ment's efforts to cover the |
costs of zero MDR from |
2021-2022 through incen- |
tive schemes had been a |
huge financial strain on the | '
public exchequer.

Further, the UPl Steer. |
ing Commuttee, which in- |
ciudes third party applica- |
tion  providers, had |
endorsed the MDR frame- |
work, the NCPE sald
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Centre to set
up panel to
review UGC

equity norms

YouTube Homework

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union governmem is
“contemplating™ having a
' special committee review
the University Grants Com-
mission  (Promotion  of
Equity in Higher Education
Institutions) Regulations,
1 2026, it said i a submis:
| shon in the Supreme Court
‘on Thursday. The Regula-
tions were intended to
fight discrimination within
educational campuses, but
had riggered protests by
upper  caste  students
Claiming that the rules
were one-sided.

In a brief hearing before

'a Bench headed by Chief
Justice of Indiz Surya Kamt,
Solictor General Tushar
Mehta, for the govern
ment, sought more time to
' come back with a compre-
hensive response, but ad-
ded thar the Centre was ex-
amining criticism  abouwt
' the 2026 Regulations.

In lanuary 2026, the top
court had stayed the Regu
Lations, finding them "too

sweeping” and vague. It
had ordered that the Un:
versity Grants  Commis-
sion Regulattions, 2012
would contimue to be in
force.
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How do tokamaks work to make nuclear
fusion possible?
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Eisenkot closer to forming govt.

in Israel with backing of Arab lists

Joint List bagged 11 seats and Raam won 8 seats in electj
enough votes for majority; once President gives ma

| Agence France -Presse
JERUSALEM

on Thursday said it
would back Gadi Ei-
- senkot to form the next go-
vernment, bolstering his
- chances of being picked ov-
‘er Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu, who lost
' the support of an allied re-
liglous party.

President 1saac Herzog
- was holding a second day
' of consultations with polit-
ical pardes after the Octob
er 27 election, in which
neither Mr. Netanyahu - a
polarising  right-winger
who has led Israel through
three years of war - nor

. l srael’s largest Arab list

Mr, Eisenkot - a former

WD NN N

Differing voices: Protesters in Jerusalem call for the formaton of 5
Netanyahu Esseniot unity government, on Thursday, Ap

military chief promising to
restore national unity -~ se-
cured enough votes for a
majority,

Mr. Herzog will choose
by himself whom 1o ask to

form a new government,
but traditionally the man-
date is given to the person
recommended by more
parties, which would be
Mr. Eisenkot.

Arab-majority lists won
an unprecedented 19 seats
in the election, making
them potential kKingmakers
if Mr. Eisenkot's Opposi
tion chooses 1o work with
them - something which
remains unclear.

Both Arab lists on
Thursday sald they were
backing Mr. Eisenkot,

The Joint List, which
bagged 11 seats, said in a
statement that “it will in-
form the President of the
State, Isaac Herzog, this
evening of its decision to
recommend that Gadi Ei-
senkot be  tasked with
forming the government”,

Ra'am, which won elght
seats, also endorsed Mr
Eisenkot.

October 27 polls, neither Netanvahu nor Eisenkot secured
ite o a kawmaker, the person will have 28 days to form government

Meanwhile, United To-
rah Judaism, which backed
Mr. Netanyahu after the
previous five elections, in
its meeting with Mr. Her
zog declined to recom-
mend Mr. Netanyahu again
as Prime Minister, alth-
ough it also did not side
with Mr. Eisenkot.

Observers sav  United
Torah Judalsm’s tacuc Is
likely aimed mostly at pun-
ishing Mr. Netanyahu and
showing that their votes
cannot  be taken for
granted.

Once Mr. Herzog gives
his mandate to a lawmaker,
the person will have 28
days to form a govern
ment, with a potential 14-
day extension,

YouTube Homework




Saudi Arabia issues alerts,

warns of ‘danger’ in Yanbu >~

- Reuters
RIYADH

Saudi Arabia issued alerts

‘on Thursday warning of

potential danger in Yanbu,
the kingdom'’s Red Sea oil
export hub, as Yemen’s
'Houthis (Ansar Allah) con-
tinue attacks on the king-
‘dom that have opened
“another front in the U.S.-Is-
raeli war on Iran.

The Saudi-led coalition
fighting the Houthis in Ye-
‘men said it destroyed a
‘missile launched by the
- group towards Islam’s holy
' city of Medina.
 “Air defence intercepted
‘and destroved a ballistic
‘missile launched by the
terrorist Houthi militia to-
ward the Medina region,”
‘coalition  spokesperson
Turki al-Malki said in a post

on X..

Fighters from the Saudi-led coalition hold a position during clashes

with Houthis in Yemen's northwestern Jawf province. AFp

The Houthis rejected
any suggestion they were
targeting the city, saying
such accusations were a
“blatant and grave false-
hood”. “Our operations
target only its oil facilities
and military bases.”

The kingdom’s civil de-
fence also issued emergen-
cy alerts for the southeas-
tern area of Sharurah that
borders Yemen.

Houthis said on Wed-
nesday they had attacked
Rivadh’s international air-
port while Syria's Presi-
dent Ahmed al-Sharaa vi-
sited the kingdom.

Saudi  Arabia, the
world’s biggest oil exporter
and a key U.S. ally, has
been requesting assistance
from countries for support
in its renewed war against

the Yemeni militia.
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UN peacekeeping mission prepares
to exit Western Sahara after 35 years

Associated Press
LAAYOUNE

The UN peacekeeping mis-
sion in the disputed territo-
ry of Western Sahara will
start repatriating person-
nel, closing a dozen facili-
ties and disposing of equip-
ment as part of a
“liquidation phase” follow-
ing a U.S.-Russia standoff at
the Security Council last
week.

The mission’s abrupt
end after 35 years raises
questions about security
and stability in the region.
Western Sahara is a vast
desert nearly the size of
Colorado and rich in fish-
eries and minerals. The
contested resource corri-
dor once ruled by Spain is
now claimed by both Mo-
rocco and the pro-inde-
pendence Polisario Front.
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Disputed land: Western Sahara is a vast desert nearly the size of
Colorado and nich in fisheries and minerals. AFp

UN peacekeeping chief
Jean-Pierre Lacroix said
late Wednesday that the
department dealing with
operational issues of the
UN’s far-flung peacekeep-
ing missions wants to en-
sure an “orderly” retreat.
“And we count, of course,
on the full cooperation of

all the parties.”
The UN mission, known
as MINURSO, was esta-

blished in 1991 to monitor a

ceasefire between Moroc-
co and the Polisario Front

and organise a referendum
on self-determination.

But the vote never mate-
rialised, as the two sides

failed to agree on who
would be eligible to partici-
pate. The cgasefire col-

by tensions and
iLy hostilities.
ring the mission, 20
personnel lost their
es. The UN force was
authorised to have 534 per-
sonnel, and its 2026-2027
budget was more than $62
million. The top military
contributors to the force
were Egypt, Ghana and
Pakistan.

Maorocco’s royal palace,
which oversees the coun-
try's foreign policy, wel-
comed the mission’s end,
saying it had failed to mon-
itor the ceasefire. The Poli-
sario Front and Algeria,
meanwhile, regretted the
decision not to renew its
mandate.
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Ronaldo bids adieu to the international stage

CR7 — the epitome of sheer drive,
relentlessness and athleticism
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Ronaldo’s journey in numbers

234 sppearances 146 goats 46 assists
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DRDO carries
out successful
flight-test of

Pralay missile

p—

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Defence Research and |
Development Organisation |
(DRDO) on Thursday suc- |
cesstully Jlight-testadethe
indigenously dessloped |
quasi-ballistic missile Pra- |
lay from Dr. ARkAbdul Ka- |
lam Island off the Odisha |
coast, The successful trial |
paved the way for its immi- |
nent induction into the |
armed forces. .

According to Ministry of |
Defence, the missile was |
test-fired at around 1L10
a.m. as part of user evalua:
tion trials. All test objec- |
tives were fully met, as |
confirmed by data cap-
tured through various |
range instruments de-
ployed by the Integrated |
Test Range (ITR), Chandi- |
pur, the Defence Ministry |
said. |

Defence Minister Raj- |
nath Singh congratulated |
DRDO, the armed forces |
and industry partners on |
the successful test.
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INS Sahyadri reache: )
for MALABAR naval exercise

The Indian Navy’s indigenous stealth frigate INS
Sahyadri arrived at Yokosuka Naval Base in Japan
on Wednesday to participate in the multilateral
naval exercise MALABAR 2026, which brings
together the navies of India, Japan, the United
States, and Australia. According to the Indian
Navy, the warship, part of the Eastern Fleet, was
accorded a warm welcome by the Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Force (JMSDF). The exercise will
provide an opportunity to the participating
navies to enhance operational coordination,
strengthen interoperability and exchange
professional expertise through a series of
engagements during the harbour and sea phases.
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