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®* (Centre State Relation

* Reservation — OBC Creamy Layer

* Air Pollution

®* Mega Dams in Arunachal Pradesh

* Strategic Autonomy

* Transparency is Necessary for democracy
* US Court Allows Suit on NSA

® Ukraine — Russia Peace talk

® Jensen Huange — Honey Trap

* Pakistan Blames Diwali for Air Pollution
* The end of Everything — Booker Prize

* Belonging — A Journey of Love

* Sanjeeth Bunker Roy

® Namaste Scheme
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9 TG P FAT T qTH AP FeH [5a, BT ¥Ra @ 2047 BT G 7 ¥RT B 3519 911 7 FefAA P F@d) YHDT B Gifdd IRl g1 STNAEHES 8 HIIT U 2.62 TG
T e I & Ty IR [a BT AT GI8 G857 €T SHIGTCH F7% IR & ol Zarsfl & [T IR or 3R T 3aaRt &1 [awaR &7 367 81 €123 339 Trdery & fam
g 3 Bey, HHTIUY, TIASTIUHETE, e FarER A= IR Horgsid) GHl GeeR] ggd Far=R, faq d@ Uge, AT JiR FeE! &1 @G 7 graar &% 6t 81 A1gar o

T 7 G AT e} 2A%-2 i 2993 WE¥T @ TR I8 & aur grfior &t 7 oft Ferfiar 7 3R 81 ¥8T 81 WRa @1 oy high duft & oy 3t &1 Jeml 4 ukafda & vl 8 forae
HTAIBT & TG GEF 81 T8 & Vil GHIat 3f1fefes fasrg &} 7nfd e vet 81



e SEtar foaa: faenfaa e o fore gamstt st avrs a T

T 3T AT 22

o RIS fIhTe Ud ITUTHAT HATHT T TATYAT 9 &k 2014
1 T TS offl 39 fo et Sefer Raw % w0 A
TR AT ®, ST YRGS faee ImEm # SutHar &

HEcd ohl SIMidT 2

* WA - AEcaTehial ST o T STee aTaraer qaR T i fomTT § Seorai STfr Sfeet T 21 ST 65 Sfeta SITanet 35 o & i o
T B o 0T A o 1T I8 ST TorRIs Al Tt 81 §6 SEiReIsh ATHIST Shl 36 &7 1 T8 = §U, HehR A JTfHaT afed fofsr &= o
AT TRATAT i ETh S o6 [oTT 3T+ T8t ol ol

o [US U a1 H, AT harct ASTISAT o ATl o T8 o SISirer Ui forshret 3 @forar Amarehell o &9 H I &) 1S Torahfora wRa @ 2047
oIS shi BTehIC ot ot fammT o <1 ot S Steh Tich sIert ST T &) 58 e 3 STfHaT hi Fecaqul fieht €, S JT AT shi 3o
foramt <At e & Srge, USHTR 3 STEERT T Goi i TR 1felen forehme & AT o § aerm o1 T 2

*  9RA sl forepre A 7 IUMAT o Heed hi TR Hd TC 9 TR 2014 i hIRTSA [k e JETHAT HoTer 3ht TAToHT 3 78 off| 36l Sucie H 39
f& =l T SerfuaT fgae o &9 # 7= S 2




AT o IATHAT Fehl e | foremTer o T Hehdeh

FIT 3T A 82

* TR A fom@ a 2025-26 & T 55,200 T 3fern
TIEAT 1 GIaT Y& i, ST ¥ 2016 § A doh
fordt e fod o & gr=ar T sty it gdiiees
T B

L | -
India’'s s
Startup Ecosystem
e <500 o 25.36
=1 in 2014 il lakh
—o— ——
2.62lakh oy
ekt
-1 51.6% N >1.07 lakh
S Rise in recognised Recognised startups

startups (FY 2025-26 have at least one woman
over FY 2024-25) director or partner

Top 6 States/UTs by number of recognised startups

E‘.

Source: Ministry of Commerce & Industry

el TR ATl © ST YIS 3 ATl o ®9 H a1l T SHHT R H
ST STHIAT shl WTSAT sl ST 2

TR forg 1 SO a8 2T WLIEHT TRITUEEH TR W 7] 37 § WeeT
1 U § ITeieH T Jhg 8 § AL T8 H&AT 2014 | 500 & fF 6w off, S
TG 2.62 A SNSMEITEE - HI=IdT ITH ELESAT & T8 & (FaFs 2026)|
TRATT TTEAT il § AT AT T &, USTIR o SO BT Gol L T8 & 3R
T T T ARG TR B

eIy &9 €, 397 o 9t U7 SR hgemiya Jeui § Tt Sl JuRfd 7l 31
HT= 2026 Toh HIAAT ITH T shi GE&AT 3R TI& USHTR G5 o W9 H
HERTSE, TFTedh, IUY TS, Faeelt it o S Tsai Ud &Rl o &9 1§ 39
2l

TIEAH + 25 TG ¥ ATErh USHIR (JFEER 2026 Tk ) o (oY 3 Ford
Y 2024-25 3t T H ford a1 2025-26 H =1 TTH LI 6 HAT H €iei-
TLHTA 51.6 Jferd T Jhg qSi hl T3, STAfch 6T AT o I Giod Tedel
TSR # 36.1 Sirerd o6t fg, g

3G A, 1.07 ARG I 3TTh AAAT UTH T H HH A HH Ueh
Aier fravren ot AT 2, S S AT T IS T T 48 Fwrd 2
(T 2026 TF)




WA o ITTHAT ShITUEEH i TITH T JTAT ASTATE

*  TTHN T AR HRRAT, TTeR i TicaTicd i el T8, fod qo ST 95

3R feforea L@id%’lﬁ%m‘wﬁﬁ‘{{ WA H AT &7 it foare gl @i )

WIEAT Searuge
© WY IMSAT IR 1 YEIAT AW 2016 H I 7S off| THA F A T 9A et

iforTe &ter e i 7 o Uk STk 7R SgeTrTY o o w9 faenfad g 8,
ST TS ohl forem o ITifsres =RoT § oieRt 3ok IR o foredi deh Tedsh Tl
T HERIAT U ShidT gl FI=R ST STTHAT ol i o4 o 39T ¥, TIeaq
3fsar gt & WRY sTe T FieETett R e wiewid & areaw |
wreartd @t T @, arievia SR 1Y wRiER & foear & o
eI Ue fohar ATaT 2

WEAW & U g TF w2 (THUHTH) | THUHLH, WesTy Sfear
ASHT o FATd SUTATZATZEN hl Th T U8 8, SEehT Yot ARt &g
IRt foreRTe o (Rreeft) SR foham SITaT &1 10,000 I ¥R o et hiY et
39 ASAT & " ¥ AR giifa wd fafi | (@) # dsfid JeRfeae
e et (TS uw) o ST Terdered H f3aeT foram STTar 81 36 sHee o1 Sexd
B STEH i T IS sh1 g e SGTT 3 IR o SeHAT 391 eeH I 436
AT €| TETEAT FTSAT g ATH HgH 2.0 i 3T 2026 H Ao fora 1,
e feT 10,000 g 9 T Tk AT iy Feifia foram m 21 7% fome
-2k, TR 3T fafmior qer foshme o Triyes =T Jie) WiesTH & oy
JgH SR e gSft ST W S Hisd FaT 81 36 Ugd & A, 1,475
T H 28,254 FE TG T A L T 166 Aehicaeh oIt iNT (3TFZSL
2026 d ) o o1 faresfl T 12,623 s w93 Y glcrsigar SIdTs 2|

o wrHAW & foru wmur T A (@ isfrenm):  wisieeanE e

A 2023 ¥ HAMfId § AR IE AeHT U foxflor deIeT
ST U Wt i fomT fordl SHma & T Iuetsy e oY
e Y& T 81 Gt e 1 TiedTed o & 32 &, fod aw
2025-26 T 9 SHUThAT o feTT TISTT & SFaeta TR e sht €aT 10
FUS T F TR 20 FHUS TIF L &) TS| 36k AfdIh, TOUeg
3T T&TT, St e, Tod, w¥ed ud 3faed ganeti aur i
el MM S8 27 SrAfiehar St & o foTg amfves et 3o
SR 1 STeTd 3L foaT T 81 39 ST % Siid STae 2026 T,
T 1 ¢ T 532 /O o fAC oA 1,662.71 HUS 70 A
T e o 718 R) 37 WIS T 41,637 ST 1 &

TTIEAT AT Hie % FINET (CHATSTAURTH): 945 FS T3
% T 1T TS THATSTHURTH o STHTq LIEH i HTIRM
T TR o THIUT, TeIesy faehfed i, Icd1e JHequr, S |
YT N ATTERNRT o fo7u fofiar ggrar e &1 St 21 39
ASHT o FIE, G IR T it e foeee
AATEHRR AT (FTET) §RT T STl 81 39 ASHT & 3did, 32
ST SR RN TSR0 % 4,194 LI 6 feTT 244 RIS
ey ¥ 775.67 FUS ¥ Y e gerrar wied it S 21
2,147 AT o qcd aTel TeresTd TR feaw-2 wd foer-3 wreti &
2,356 T3 IS 2|




TITEAT 31T B : Wroay fean AHaeT 89 (2017) U fefoteat v=
&, ST ¥ o JaTHaT 3ohiieeed 8 S8 iy fedqument =i Suctey st
ol SR ST T, Th-ga ¥ e 3N AT Tl hid o qem
SHTAT 81 I8 WY §T0h SUMHAT h [HoTehi, AFERIhi I ARSI |
ST o G-I 4937 hisy, FeqfiTen SEAMT, HRUNS ST 3T ™
feri =1 u TEn d= W AT B SEeRT 3% Ush TR grEg 3
AT TSI Fohl THEeH faehfd T 2

T HeAlIT Uider (UHUURTRS): HeARM, Tearssi, 3ifeedd,
NfdE de U (THUTSTLST) FTIsRH o ATEH 8 RIETH i AT
TRTGRIehl ¥ SIS 3w SATETT § HeTRTq st o Sucied U St 2l
39 HEHA & Adid i &=, fomm & -3 =on 37
Wimifersr &1 § feud weréerd i qriesie yed fomar St ?1 98 3=
HAEcaUul GATe o, SATGHIRIeh [aert® bl Tid o 3 YR & IHdT

[N

AN

SehITHESH ol qq ST H AR LT 2

TN ST T hAae TieeT: faeslt o d&ai § foenfeg wrdem
ST 3T e Ui (2023) TTESTH, e it (iRt S fHemrent
o = HUeh 1 GH SN 7, foRIT &9 W JEATH =07 5 IgAT
Tl YEH AT 8| T UIed ST S T & AR o ATEAH &
3o THaITeRT % Uge I T H HETH SHTAT 8, TS 3k et
ferarml ol FrareTeRT o EHeT SR St ST HTTd foraTyor o S7aet ITe
T T TTshAT T B STt 81 9 Fols 2026 dh 3@ Teed W 11,582
TS USfiehd 2

e TR fHeT (Tamgum)

o Hfifd SAENT g A 2016 H Y TR AT A =R Y
(TATSEH), Toramera, feraferamerl, STTeuT HeermH, ©resT™
3R 3TN SWId § TR T STAT hl Ghid I F@T&T o
1 TR T T THE 98 8] THTSUA =R HEHAT 6
o, fafyr= feqement & e areierl o1 MicdTied & 3T
WA o TIEAT FHIEH hl Y36 sHM o foTT T Tehighd
2T Y& LT gl Tae 2024 H Tiehd TIAETH 2.0 o g
AT 2028 T 2,750 FUS T T sieie Heiiea foram mm 2|
Ig A SHAUTNERY, FIEHH i Al ga F-rEdl HR
&1 T O 8L WA o HIEH | 34 TET hl ST Hfeld

wd foredried shear 2l




TLUTAHAT T AT (FOHTHETS
e
o a9 2015 W YE® A M TEEEN FT ARH

() ¥ s e sk o am i 50,000 ¥ T

j@%;ﬁﬁmm I|I%|ii§1di %%%Q&anag foRem 50,000 &9 & Sk I 5 TG T Tk
T 3l forT foreht ST 3 20 ARG F9F ek o7 /0T

IUASY HIAT SITAT gl 39 AISHT o dad KT o Tl A 5 TG ¥ H ek 1T 10 G &7 o

T T STTaRIhdTT 3T 39k FIUER o I & T o 10 <TG T3 § 311 3T 20 <1g 9 dF

TLOT o ST YT IR AT 0 K07 IS T STTaT =)

* Y o7 fqfmior, SR SR HaT & F AT Al Aratr faaier ud wEiie gSit Hetl STawshdrsl sl W #d 8l $Heh AT,
TITTe, S 37 AYHeReT aTer STeft 1Y § el TTiierferIt o forg sft 3801 Suetsy g ST &

* 30 TS 2026 Tk, TUHTAATS o Havid fore o 2026-27 # 2.44 TS | a7feres w01 Telishd fohq g, ekt et WY 3.3 eIrex
HUS TUA U AT g

THEATIANETS TETEAT el (THTHAT)

o oI U AT AR (THSIATSAATS) % Sfaria A 2016 § TG UHEATELATS T g (THUATH) Srefihl-smia
ATE 1 TTCHTIE i 3T A o TIEIT SHITEEH i GGG ST ohl (G21T H il AT 2| I8 Tk had H o &9 H 1Y HT 8,
ST ST ol SIGTET & S TN ThT - FATenid Srfelen forshre sl TTf < o foIq gerpsie s, 3wl STefiTferi o Scepudl shal au
THSSTSAETS S FHAG ST Ul i AW Sgdr 8] 9 TEe 2026 Gk, THUETS W F 6,149 ¥ Al wider, 518
RIS 3R 329 § T TANTRITCATSAT o foedTiid 391 e i HedrT Y& X & o




IETHAT o TENFTehT STHRIEI TS faentd it AT (S1ATEETs) 2.0 Tt
o AL 2.0 AT (2019) FHT T HAR SFNTEhT (HATSHIET) § S[S TTEIH h T S&H

F AT ARG I G3G TR STl - Tenid Jefiar i Seren ot 81 I8 A
HTSHIE, FHBM TG (TATS), scliohe TR TSI ST Il Trffert sl ST
Aol TS hl IcHTed hidl 2l $8eh fara wameed gar, faren, iy, fordta wwmenm (fefea
A Efed), THATET Sl Td qies qoT TieT U6 S=s Wi S &= § 9 aeanT
3UCTeY U SITAT 2] I8 ATSHT G¥INL o SHE Sreafireh §eMi X TSR STTee™ et 3
TEord 51 SaRpIel o HTeAw § ETierd ohi ST & &

I (I - T AUIE B ST )

SHIEH (S - JRC G B SAATT WIeW) Tgd 1 3e3d IRd o o9y &9 ¢ f&R-2 3k
foa-3 sl § A 1,600 SRnfiehl-armenfid wrdsty i foed) 9 § g T T 31 99
2022 H & T TS g YEA SIY-Ioh AN bl HIcHTied i ST IHA FIEIAT ohIRH
¥3e M o fTg forfia HeTadT Ue 1= HedT YeM hid! &l 36 98l o [ofq Wi a9 ol el
& T 490 TS T 1 ST T ToRaT 7T 31 SHehT 32T TS, LRI M,
reTfUTeR ST 3R SHITANE & o i<l TEANT ohl STAT 2okt WRA o TETeh! - TR L3

SR &S ohl HITh ST 2

STTET 2026 H, SHIHH GCTRR-FAIANEH (SATEAN) HIEIS 3 H TARY foham T a7 o
TS TG T BRI 8, kT 329 S0 IaTHal, Tararehdiall, Taehaia!, famrmerEt s
STESATAT T o TTEHY HEATThT 3hT ST AT TSI shl e fiTeh!-SATeTRA SerHi H sfae o
foTC, ETIT S&T AT 8| ITeiEH 1 8 o ST FaTereha 131 ohi SRR, ARTER T 3cae
forenTer Gisielt TRTIT o FI-AT 10 G T4 ek oh forxi 1 TerraT ft 9T sl ST Hehel 2

fafer (Famemt o foema v v & fore et uee)

o v Menfiehi woem & foge we denfeh
form (Sruwdh) g ad 2016 & & 6 1 ff gvw
Teh AT hRIhH 8, TSTHRT 33T JH-ITEME 3R
Menfiehl-g=niad oMl wd Fa=m S 9%
W & &9 H fIhfid T 81 I8 U8 Fa=R-
AT ITHefirar gehifaeen o1 fmior sedt 2, S
HUaT 3R USFIR GsH o HILAH § HHTSTh-ATeh
fosE &1 agar <ar 21 ffr 9 9yRa & wiem
ThITeEeH o AE@qUl ATTEM f3a 21 $8e faia o1
TH 12,000 T A WrEsTd AR 200 | 3fr®
STENfehl Se@r gHaeel (SeTs) S Her
YoM I TS 2, TS 1,30,000 & 31fereR TSR i
T 2| 3 IARITGE, 38 1,150 § e sifgeh daar
(3ATEHY) wfa et o g (11 FagsR 2026 )4 o
e fear ® |




TETER (ST, ATHTUT TR 3T STTHAT hl TETAT & <hl ATSTT)
*  TEIRR ATHIOT U& SUATHA H GITeati ATl el ¥ TaTaR S STTHAT sl SgTa odl 8| 98 &1 ITAT hl T, I foehe T T v

fereRT o 3TeEX 3UCTot T qAT ST FAE ! FIA HETA Y& FLH o I ST IhT TTHT FTFISIEU (TASAIATS) hl TATOHT T forRre
ST Shisd AT ol SR 2026 Toh, T ASHT 6 ST 109 TASTIATE i A &Y ST bt € 3T 1 AT § Sfereh ATIRRIT b shizret SiRTeror e fora
ST ST 2

et AR g swreshn (o)

*  TUTHAT AR G HTashd (FTHSSIUT) T-HN & H ¢ G&H ITHT 3h1 TATIHT h1 TERIaT TS e TSR I ASTET a1 8| 36 FISHT o i
SATHTINT 2T sfeh K0T | Helg, ATISA #HT Ffowet YT 6l STt 2, foed 378 Ierm Tifie st ol AnTd I i H JerIaT fietd! 81 I8 IS SAT9eh SR
I HATTH B qoh TS AT TG FHTET A g G&H, T T HEFH ITH AT o JAaTid @t SR AHIENT SR (HAISATSHT) T hrEii-d i
STt 21

*  YIEISAT @RI <hl HHTU: 39 AISHT o Saiid [aHT0T & § 50 TRG T9F ok 3T 9T 85 H 20 ARG F9 deh ahl GRATSHT AT Tl STHT bl T
Y& Y STt 2

I YIS QA SR ORI 20 o Sfic Heradr Ye st ) fo siforn o wered/qadl/sTisie, steueiedes aaami, afeentstl, qo afhi, fesairsm
I ZIASIST ATeIEehT o HTY-HT TATTR &, T8I Uk HHTad &1 q STTehialt et o A st Smfe foram T 2

waTeft Sroft TTHIOT &5 | Aieaet I &t | wfewEt
=T Zoft RISHT ST ohT 25 Tfard GRISHT AT o7 15 Jasrd
o Sifvrat QRIS ST S 35 ST GRS AT ST 25 ST




TUTHET T d8d TR e (diew waiHien) LEICIEEIRISEN

* S 2020 ¥ & H TE THH EE dSH A HY (e © FY 2025 H Y& HI TE I ASHT a1 HigeArsAl i Iyt Heielt
) EEl-uett fasharstt o foTg e gaw o AreT 2 SfRreror, forfRr Te TSR Helelt AnieRi 31X T T Y& i

o sUT T T TS W AV edlued ksl & welvier STaETRIeh Tor=T ohi TR e St | TToRt ST shl SATOHT doh SRTIaT
it wsieht aﬁ;qwa#ﬁww%%ﬁm%ﬁww - Y™ Al B ST STa9TiRT ol [EehTs 32| TATUd i H HerId]
IeTeR FA 2, S 15,000 T F 25,000 TR 3 FET 50,000 T S 5 T 21 R ¥ AR ) SR SIGRIT SR (20 ST
T B T & o S ST Rt 3t S T < e o Ieaia 1 ® for wadfsd grree o sidaria i ae s amw o

N IGRIRIEIRS

WH 81 O RO H AhAATEF GIUTAH H Tl fershan

30,000 &9 % skl HHT dTed TS foiFe RuPay shis hie o e _
o, oft e 1 et 8 swavalambini Scheme {7

Pilot Training Targets Achieved

o fefreer wriierl: Geu i o fefSied wed s W fashars

T 1,600 TG Tk Rl h¥lsieh YT R STTdT 21 a .
’ = 1> EBd =z > BHA

*  HEITUTRT AT T TN: WHY & gHfg Iga o 3iaa,

. . foculty members Participants Participants
TorshareTl 3T 3ok U@ T ATHTISIh-3TTe et o ATehe & trained under trained against o trained against a
. A . Faculty target of 1200 target of 600
TR W g TR TS T HeATITRR] ASHISAT T AT Deveiopment under the under the
N a Programme Entreprensurship Entrepreneurship
ITH o | G8dT IS T ST 2 Aavcireries Development
Programme Programme

* 9 qdsR 2026 T, 3T ASHT & HEAH § §0.7 IRG T 3A(AH
T qo WETT Ug TS S Tgeht off 31X 20,400 FAS TOT
afereR st ST Ttk <Rt <11 <kt off)

Source: Minéstry of Skl Development and Entrepreneurship
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HEETRT ¥ TR IATHAT v foear: fear-2, fear-3 vrew ofiw anetor v

AT T IUTHAT SohIfereed Iaiier AEMTRIT Shal € 317 ¢ (&1 2 HT=dT UTH ety § ¥ 52 Ifavrd ¥ - W s1ad & 317 2, S 397 d Fa=R
o Sgd HITMITcTeh foReTR i SRIIAT 8| FH TIETe AR, =T SIAsT3Al i SUTsHdT, 93¢ i Foreedi 3 S8 Bld JHATEN Sl o HRUT ATHTA
ot & fea - 2 SR feaw - 3 TR o 3101 ohg ST W 81 S - SE R ok Tl &l H JaT=R ot fordm 21 18T &, 39X §U S1eX Jafiar iR oAt
forehTer shi ST TTeT Rl TTTd < & &1 feqd STTSiITaenT Us 32 fohTel shiishAl o HTEH & UTHIUT ST 1 Wi sIerem e @i 2l

TR+ A 2026 H SHEATH TG ASHT - TSR TTHIT SATSifen e (SITars - TITRUATH) o il IeTHaT U Teer A= - 11 i
AT 2hl| 360 SATHAT i 21 A 2026 T ST A HEHT o6 FAT ST T T 360kt 3220 UTHI0T Afeeratl shl SEmeiietdr i 9@ il 3R 6 Fg
@Yl et S 3 Gohed hl HTohR i § TN T 2

TITE - 31T ATH IAUTHAT hTAshT (THSSUT) T IeT TTHIOT GG bl TR ITH AT i TR ST fofed® ot o T&Td SH1eRt TTHior STfHar st
SIETAT T 21 ST 2026 o, THEATSHT o ST ¥ H 4.32 TG TTHIV IeHT hl HTaT JGH ol ST <fh! off| 36 HTishH H WHTISGh SHTGRM TR el &
TG T THM U5 YT T T oy e foam 7T 21 36k SAaid oRTHT 86 eTa et Taw, THel, STousEdsh ST STee! axem € Hefed &

3 Tft vget fireTeRt Terier TR TR SEHT T TATIHT 1 46 U T 3, TSR o ST 1 foredR ot T & ST STfhar i s1fires umelt ue fifers &9
Y €T e & ARTEH 3 H WeTw o1 & 8

farenfora ara 2047 Y Faom & e Y farame g &t i 3

VA T TSI ShITEECH dsit U fIedR o =0T U 3TN JIga Tdd e 371 ITEdicieh STeIarEelT o |1 IATeIeh gL Uehiohiur <hl fagmm § 1ueR 31 59 —
S QT AN 2030 ek 7.3 Tefora Sier sht 1At srefegereen s ST forshfd Wi 2047 o forsH i 31T 56 T €, T FaT=IR hl AGTET o, USTIT
IS T SR AT forhrer 1 Uge T H Weeaqul iHehT (Td Tl $7hT SigdT ANTET HIA ohl SEWRIAAT &HaT § & &1 i 3 TTer-STemid
3T o HeRTioTeh Uel GHTRIT forehTe ohY TTfd S <ht &THdT shl S1idT 2




grfeTeR adrer (Prelims) ED %‘Q B

e ST IETHAT Rad ot TRa & TeréeiT sehiiaken & el o fmfalaa
HAAT W o= ki
. AT 49 § forg o1 e ged 97 WY IRl ey 59 T R
2. DPIIT ¥ 9T=IdT YT T3 | § TTHIT 318 Treeqy feam-2 o foo3 wet
MR T
3. "he ATh hed B WRAH (FFS), 'CGSS' 3N 'SISFS' SHT TXhRT daci FeIe3TH
! for 37T ATiexi= YeM S | ErdT Sl 8l
3Hh H § hI-H1/A HUH HE /87
* (a)dad | AR 2
* (b)FHIA2 AN 3
* (c)hadt 1 33
* (d)1,23R3

& TS (Mains) % forg wer

or: "fIhfe TRG @2047 % AT T AT HA |
ST I T FohI e hl HfHeRT SFcdd Heeaqui
31" foar-2 3R fear-3 el e Irefior & § ey
GEHI o e o e H 36 o T GHTAHICHS
Tfeqor ST (JT 250 F1eai § i)
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g gl Rgvare | Rgwans fewor

Farmer's Welfare

S8l HeRH SIS STHTA 8, dgl SiTSiifdenl 3R ddl &

Posted On: 10 NOV 2026 10:25AM
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Without rationale

Indias federal structure could have
benefited from the Kurian Committee

y abruptly disbanding the Justice Kurian
Bjoscph Committee on Union-State Rela-
tions and handing over its task to the Ta-
mil Nadu State Law Commission, the C. Joseph
Vijay government appears to have succumbed to
the political impulse to reverse earlier decisions
rather than being guided by any compelling ra-
tionale or necessity. This gains credence from the
very grounds cited. The committee executed its
mandate with scholarly rigour, seen in PartI of its
report that was submitted to the then M.K. Stalin
government in February. Citing the Committee's
basic character of being a “non-statutory body” is
unconvincing, particularly when the Law Com-
mission itself is established only through “execu-
tive order”. There is also no public evidence of
State Law Commissions having examined or ad-
dressed issues concerning Union-State relations.
The mandate “to suggest ways and means for the
inter-State relations and Centre-State relations”,
constitutes only one part of the broader terms of
reference of the State Law Commission, reconsti-
tuted in August. Given the commission's wider
responsibilities, successive State governments
had constituted high-level committees to exa-
mine conflicts involving Concurrent List subjects
and recommend specific remedies. It is through
such recommendations that Tamil Nadu enacted
certain pieces of legislation to overcome limita-
tions imposed by central laws, including the pro-
vision of horizontal reservation in professional
course admissions for disadvantaged students.
Therefore, the State’s other argument of “similar-
ity or overlap” in the “nature and scope of the
functions” entrusted to the Committee and the
Commission, does not withstand close scrutiny.
In September, Leader of the Opposition Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin, had flagged an attempt to “para-
Iyse™ the Committee’s functioning. A fair assess-
ment of the Committee's Part I Report reveals the
breadth and depth of its dispassionate examina-
tion of issues, including State autonomy, delimi-
tation, and the office of the Governor. Parties,
barring the BJP, had largely welcomed the report.
Interestingly, its contents are not even remotely
at odds with the broad public ideological posi-
tioning of Mr. Vijay's Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
on State rights. Besides, Prof. M. Naganathan, the
Committee’s only member with an overt political
association, had already resigned. The govern-
ment would do well to rethink and allow it to
complete its work. This would strengthen the
political endeavour towards evolving a more ba-
lanced federal governance structure, facilitating
harmonious Centre-State relations.

YouTube Homework

> Center state Relation
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Exclusion of creamy layer is essential,
but must be done consistently
l f public resources are to dismantle both caste

hierarchy and class inequality, OBC reserva-

tion should resist the notion that caste disad-
vantage makes economic differences among OBC
families irrelevant. The ‘creamy layer’ rules are
responsible for identifyving those OBC members
who have advanced sufficiently to no longer re-
quire affirmative action. However, the government
has impl d them inconsi ly. The Su-
preme Court in March corrected one inconsisten-
cy, that the government cannot hold the salary
alone of an OBC candidate’s parent as evidence of
social advancement. In Indra Sawhney (1992), the
Court upheld the government’s 27% reservation
for OBC candidates in central government services
ifit also excluded economically advanced sections,
i.e., the creamy layer, among OBCs. Following the
equivalence requirement issued in 1993, the De-
partment of Personnel & Training (DoPT) issued a
“clarification” in 2004 that the government used,
from around 2015, to deny dozens of OBC candi-
dates who had cleared the Civil Services Examina-
tion their benefits because their parents’ salaries
exceeded the official threshold due to pay revi-
sions that did not always reflect changes in occupa-
tional status. The Cabinet also approved equiva-
lence guidelines in 2017 but a parliamentary
committee criticised it over a number of issues.

In Rohith Nathan (2026), the Court rightly re-
jected the government’s use of the 2004 “clarifica-
tion” to arbitrarily exclude OBC candidates based
on their parents’ salaries alone. However, the go-
vernment stalled service allocations following the
20025 examination and appealed that retrospective-
Iy applying the ruling would create administrative
chaos. On November 6, the Court conceded that it
had not asked the government to reopen complet-
ed selections, as it could set workers against one
another while leaving government misapplication
unaddressed. A proactive policy is essential now as
the government must create supernumerary posts
for legitimate claimants and apply the 1993 rules to
pending allocations without vouchsafing these re-
medies for only those who can afford litigation. Ac-
cess to public employment continues to he grossly
unequal: per the 2024-25 DoPT Annual Report,
OBC representation in central government em-
ployment was 26.3% but declined steadily towards
higher positions. As the Justice G. Rohini Commis-
sion also indicated, the benefits of reservation are
distributed unevenly among OBC communities.
However, the report, submitted in 2023, is still not
in the public domain. The coming Census includes
caste enumeration but policymakers also need da-
ta on each caste's education, occupations, assets,
and landheldings. Defending redistribution among
caste groups while ignoring major inequalities
within them, and constraining OBC reservation as-
suming relatively more high-income families cap-
ture the benefits without first establishing the ex-
tent and the causes are equally difficult to justity.

a2y
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o ST ST TTHTISE ST 3AT(eeh &9 8 ! 3T 96 ok 8, 3w STV o AT § STeX W@ ST AT1eT A1k $HeRT BrIaT STHe ShaRi qeh Tgl

1993 =1 f499 (DoPT Office Memorandum): $5T AT %8 & 1€, TLHR 3 TH Fe7 JaTe Tfufa st fawrien & 31memr « 8 fadsr 1993 &1 th
AT Aeien () ST forem 3o o feram mma for shiet ot st we=r S 2

SEH HIAT-TUAT oh Seieh Ue ST Aol o Tl (S8 U T ST Y0 sff SR =l SATer s =)

THH T I R haT 7T o7 Toh 5767 AT ST Sh! HHT (ST IqH H T8 T &) 3hi T 3hi SITUAT, T ST HIAT-TUaT o Ja (SeRT) 3T HY (Bl
T g ATelt 3T ot ITTfhe et foram st
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2. feraTe 1 Rt AT 2004 HT T U 4. G IS T HHAT (11 AT, 2026)

o FEHT W T WIS | 2004 T T hg TLHR o HlfHeh Ud TiRTeor fangmr o g (Siew i .ug. T o sied A werRa 1 dig) 3
(DoPT)  Ueh TS0 U= ST fehafll $6 T o H T A o2 sfeet feam 3 TR HT ST A 1o 7T § ohs G B Srfiet i @it e
et foh: T UfreTiéeh SHet g 1S 3 e foh:

* Sl T Yfseteh Yarex 3feTefehTT (PSU S8- ONGC, SAIL 27TfS), sieht AT JTgae o dort TeHnTH YuTT R fRet off OBC SufieaR Y shidt orer feufy
AL H I oL & ST [STeh U&7 shl et SR I T AT off | i o g hlg ha 36k HTAT-fUdT St AT (7T o SR 9T T bl ST Hehl 1|
Ty oo 7t o B, e shindt o feurfa aor s o fore mrar-fora Sy areafesk o ug AT el Teeru: SR S R e % for -
Yot (AT) T SIS <@T S| T Ug A 3Tt aTioren Reafa (Occupational Status) & HET AT

*  TU % AE, IR FoRET AR HHART (S8 J9 H AT S TR o qued) hl St BT =TT, S R 1993 % et fem & a3 o
oY £8 TG U UL B AT off, AT 36k STl hl "ShIHT ST AT STRETUT U SITeL o auraqel fifer 1 37 I A T R R sTReroT i weRwe R
L e st em Tsft BT T, Sk UfdTiéren aTHTisien 71T Sretforeh fUsgu shi gt

AT Bl SHTAT, el ST hT TR ST HEIHGT 1T Ja=Te
3. BT T oialT daw e o sl ol STV § Sferd shiAT Sfarem o 3ff=ee 14 3K 16
*  3H 2004 o 99 % HROT 37 SEEART o G1 YRT HeTd g4 o foiees arar-foar T It Bl

PSU 3T WTgae Ui H ©1¢ 9ai T A TR FHHATNET o sFedl| bl ol Herll B¢
T ®eT THeTdT @, AfohT PSU 31X UTgae ke Tl o seail oh STTTd SHTIT I
o ol & STYR W E@TNS EH | T 22 ATl dh ST A 39k RgaATh
FHIA LTS AN T8t Heet TeMiEged fgeqet (CAT) 3T ot 278 hiE 3 TR
o 59 2004 % FRI9 hl ST AT TE L (G| 366k o118 g T G hIe |
STt TR T ot
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5. R AR <hT ST ST W hIE T FTeTaT TAFTHIT (TR 2026)

T o Bt o6 SITG ohg BT - oA 1< H Teh TTSIRL0T ATToIhT IR hl| TLHI I
e T foh 3 Tt ol ST TR L W TR STeTarel thel STt 37T el
ﬁ?ﬁ-ﬁéﬁq YL tI?',:TlT, Wﬁﬁﬁw (Equivalence of posts) T HE
& foTw 2 |t w61 Ty fear sie it UPSC faferet Sam ol (CSE) 2025 92026 &
fere gz 4t <y

6 TSR 2026 1 GHH IS A 380 T AT S R AETEZ I SR GAT:

QT e G e = Ao fora foh St Fpferar, =i ik ST SR vec &t
90 T HO € Foh €, 37 QIS el Wiet S|

UPSC CSE 2025 W qid T; Sl - TLHR hl 5 GIeT o § S L fozqm) hie 3
%eT foh <{foh FToreT T TTaT 2025 3 TROTH et & SIS &1 <ok o TifohT &l
TG (Service Allocation) 37+t 3ifem ®a 7 =2 g1 o1, T 7% & CSE
2025 o &1 T TG TE AR &

IeHIaR hl SET UEd: 39 S ¥ 39 sl OBC I e o folq Tt |1 &1 7
2 FS1or wfefthene Shaet arar-fidr it St 3 STTaR 9T @St s fau e 9 e 3
T ! 39 el 1 I TE ITe e o T a1 7E ot SAfis qo faa )
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India’s efforts to clean its air need no
slow its economic growth

The best interventions must address air pollution while supporting deselopment priorities; cleaner industrial processes may reduce emissions while improving efficlency:

dean cooking can reduce household smoke: better waste management can reduce open buming, improving urban services

Alay Singh Nagpure

ndlia ranked 176 out of 177 countries.
In the 2026 Emdronmental
Performance Index (£P9),
published by the Yale and
Columbia Universitics in the US. The
index assesses 47 indicators across 12
categories. OF them, India perfocmed the
worst on air quality, where it ranked 175,
yet it dd considerably bester on alr
pallution, ranking 83
This contrast i Bustrative because
only the later matters for India’s bealth
burden. The State of Global Air 2025
report estinaaed that mote than 20 lakh
deaths in India in 2003 could be
attribuzed to air poliution
Many actnvities that contribute 10 ar
pallutsan are also central to India’s
developenent. Industries creae jobs,
power plants supply electricity, transport
moves people and goods, and agricaltare
supports liveliboods and feeds the
population. So cutting emissions from
these sources imvolves chaices about
technology, imvestment, affordabdity, and
the abulity 10 implement change.

The Chinese example

China offers a useful example an whether
mitigation can keep pace & economic
activaty expands. It began strergthensmg
Industrial emissions controls while its
ecanceny was still expanding rapidly.
Between 2005 anxd 2080, sulphur dioxide
(SO0} emissions dropped 1% as & result,
Chira later introduced a broades clean air
campalgn that yhekled substantial drops
in ne-particle pollution. Research in
Bedjing attributed most of the PM2.5
decline during 20832017 (o emission
controls racher than weather alone.

China's instiutions, economy, and
energy systems differ from India's, so
India cannoe simply copy its approach
Nevertheloss, its experience shows that
bringing pollution under control does ot
Bave to wait until econoenic growth &
camplete.

For india, the first question (s theredo
whether pollution can reduce fast enough
while the econoeny coetinues to grow
indsa is aiready sdding nenewable power,
electric vehiches, deaner cooking fuels,
pollution control pragrammes.

Judging progress
The International Energy Agency expects
India's electricity demand to grow by
6.4% 2 year on average through 2030,
with industry accousting for roaghly a
third of the additional demand, Solar
pawer is expected 10 et around halt of
that growth, whille coal supplies about
one-quarter.

Whle these projections da not say
whether air pollution will rise o £, they
inxicate why the mumber of cleaner
technologies mtroduced Is not enough to
Juxdge progress. What matters is whether
thetr combined effect & ke enough to
offset the growth in emissive activities.

The difficulty of balancmng these
obpectives is visible in the thermal power

Aman smeeps near the Indi Gabe in Mew Dedhy that was shecus

ment and cutting emssions

sector. In July 2005, the Union
rev ) s for

government provided 116,423.55 croee in

e-fired power plants.
standards were retaimed for
categoey

assessments, and a third receed
exemptions subgect tn conditions.
Thee governenent cited issves such as

carbon emissions. These are kegitimate
considerations in infrastructure policy
However, SO: also contribestes 10
tine-partice pollution. This
apeures a farges dilemima- the
cost of pollkation control is
visble and concentrated while same of ies
health and emvironmental benefits are
distribused across a wider popalstion and
iy emenge over time. Yet both need to
inform decision-making

Indlia has pevertheless made progress.
Official figures show that 308 of the 130
cities covered by the National Clean Air
Programme (NCAF) recorded lower
annual PMIO concentrations in 202526
than in 200718 This does not necessarily
indscate a similar trend in PM2.5 — nor
can an observed decline in pollurson after
a policy Is introduced be attribused 10 that
policy alone. Some confounding factars
inchude the weather and changes
emission profiles.

Between 201920 and 202526, the

perform lirked funds to 130 NCAP
cities foe air pollution coatrol. National
programmes such as the Pradhan Mantri
Uljwaka Yojana, PM E-DRIVE, PM Surya
Ghuar, and solid watste management
intiatives can ako provide benefits by
raudging household fuel use, transport
e s, and
waste-burming. But clean i is not their
only obijective, and the programmes cover
different periods and financial
arrangements, Put anather way, what
matters for palicymakers should be the
connection between imvestment and
outcome: how much pollution a measure
is expected 10 prevent, how much
exposure it actuslly reduces, what it costs
and whether the henefits justify thase
resources. Without that cannection, 3
Targer bodget mey indicste prester activity
without necessarily showing that
mitigation is keeping pace with the
problem.

Practical questions

That brings the discussion 1o the
question. how does scientific knowledge
become action in real economic and
social conditions? For instance, giving &
household access to LPG creates an
oppoetunity to reduce smoke from
traditional fuels, but access does not
guarantee sustamed use. Fuel prices,
bousehold mcome, and the availability of
alternatives infloence what famibies

9. Many actheties that uthon are /50 bey
om these sources |ivohe: 5 about atforda bilty and the abil

IMRISIMENt ChamTE. SHASH SHEKAW KAST

actually use. And just being aware of the
ealth risk alone does not remove these
constraings

S0 the stroogest interventions may be
thase that address alr pollution whie also
supparting other development priorities.
Cleaner industrial processes may recuce
emissions while Emproving energy
efficency. Relisble clean cooking
reduce bousehold smode while mproning
comventence and health. Better waste
management can reduce open burning
while tmpeoving urban senvices. Such
cobenefits should be demonstrated
explicitly.

That approach also charnges how
suecess shoukd be judged. nstead of
askirgg oaly whether 3 new peogramme
has been luanched, a technology installed
ar funds allocated, cach new intervention
needs to be examined with practical
questions: what pollution is it expected to
reduce, what will it cost, who can
realistically implement &, what other
benefits or burdens will it create, and did
expasure actually decline afterwards?

such an apprasch will not clminate
the paltical and economic chaxes
invalved in pollution control but it will
mitke those Choices moce transgarent snd
e decision-makers a clearer basis for
expanding measures that work.

(Ajay Singh Nagpure is an environmental
systems scientist af the World Emissions
Network. ari7I@princeton. edu)
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Opposition builds over third mega
dam project in Arunachal Pradesh

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Communities living down-
stream of a hydropower
project on the Dibang river
have stepped up the heat
on the governments of As-
sam and Arunachal Pra-
desh, with the latter alrea-
dy burning due to
opposition to two other
proposed mega dams.

The 2,880-megawatt Di-
bang Multipurpose Project
on the Dibang river, one of
three that form the Brah-
maputra in adjoining As-
sam, is located in Aruna-
chal Pradesh’s Lower
Dibang Valley. Developed
by NHPC Limited at an esti-
mated cost of 31,875
crore, the project had been
hanging fire until a re-
newed push for its comple-
tion commenced in March
2024.

10-day deadline

An alliance representing
downstream communities
in Arunachal Pradesh and
Assam on Monday set a 10-

- - - e
-~ .
. e =Y

The under-construction 2,880 MW Dibang Multipurpose Project on

Dibang river is located in Lower Dibang Valley district. FILE PHOTO

day deadline for the two
State governments to fulfil
their demands.

These include rehabili-
tation, flood protection
and other safeguards
linked to the mega dam,
scheduled to be commis-
sioned by February 2032.

Seeking immediate in-
tervention by both govern-
ments, the Dibang Dam As-
sam-Arunachal
Downstream Action Al-
liance wants Project Affect-
ed Family status for each
family living downstream
of the dam.

The alliance also de-

manded public hearings in
Assam, specifically in Di-
brugarh and Tinsukia dis-
tricts, and construction of
guide walls, embankments
and protection walls from
the dam site along the Di-
bang river.

It cited an August 2024
communication from the
Arunachal Pradesh govern-
ment to underline its de-
mand for the downstream
protection measures.

The alliance said the go-
vernment should fulfil the
demands before it commis-
sions the project. “The de-
mands are justified as As-

sam is exposed to
downstream flooding and
potential dam-break risks.
Assam’s territory is also
used to transport construc-
tion materials and machin-
ery to the project site,” an
alliance spokesperson
said.

The alliance threatened
to block the movement of
construction material,
tools, machinery and plant
equipment to the Dibang
dam site if its demands are
ignored. At 278 metres,
this dam is set to become
India’s tallest.

Meanwhile, people in
the Mepsoro area of Aruna-
chal Pradesh’s Papum Pare
district have opposed a
proposal to establish an In-
dian Army field ammuni-
tion depot on 1,200 acres
ofland. A joint land survey,
involving the district auth-
orities, Army officials, pol-
ice and local leaders, sche-
duled for Tuesday,
triggered the protest.

Officials said efforts to
resolve local issues were

Ongoing.
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TRV ToxT H 36 @AY SI7eT (Dams) TRASHISAT hl ot =1t T |+t 3@ forre
TS H 3 URAISHTSAT shi iont T ATRATTRT, T TNeRT 31T UTeR0T shikiehd el
=T ferrer =hToh S0 BT <61 21 BTeT &1 H 36 He, T g &Pli o sig Wit SArifrd fore a2

1. WITT &ter (Menga Dam) — @aH aTatT foramg

RIS shT 19 STOL G 1ot Stetforgld TRATSHT (Subansiri Upper Hydroelectric
Project - SUHEP)

FeT: oA et (T8 ST AR fStet o Hm & 3 feerd ©)|

IAT: 1,605 AETE (MW)

TR 3R forae 1 T

qT5e X192 T ShT AT TR ST QT o ST3HT ohl 7 HiTT © foh 36 e ol #7
i & g Tored-ofifl (Liberi-Ligi) o s o1 formm s1raet amet 3otk & e fomam
S|

SIS ITEX i Gol AT Gl HIT TTiel (ST HeATerd S § shafet 20 fohetiiet S
(3Togi) Teord &) Torrar AT ST forRiesl sht <X & fof afa sl arfer e, A weret efeq
THARRR [UEe & 3T 16 31TE, 91 T SIS 16t Fo & el H ST a1 S|
il |l ok ST T A 6T SR & Toh a1ier o foTq, Fohe ¢ |TeTioTes ST Setieh
(SIA) ©d H H © oH § TWTlord T b B feam 7T ST ywTferd TR sht =it aras(t
71 21 3ok fotrer ° T ST STaR ggehl W Rl

2. AR &t WX 317 TRASHTE (Subansiri River

Projects)

YA Tt hToh TSl €, U 39 I S-Sl =0T §
Wﬁﬁ?ﬁw TISIae (Subansiri Lower - 2,000 MW): I8
ey STRUTTET ST 379w <ht HHT ot feerq © S geeht fmior
S =0T | 2| $HHT & TH SIS (4 o et
el T T& oY) I o | R) 3 31 et sree
AN oht X & Toh 30 foreTTer siier o ot 37eh SetTeht oA
Tehicieh =ish 8 &I ST ST ST THT Bl STH T
TorTRTehTdl S1Tg HATQH| 58k SFeTTE FHHI0T o SR BT
EEeH (Landslides) = +ft gar feidrst st srqr faar 2|
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3. ﬁamaga%vﬁ'auﬁtﬁw (Dibang Multipurpose Project) — 3T 4. T aruR aga%:sﬁ'auﬁzﬁw (Siang Upper

i e Multipurpose Project)

o Tt faai 7€t (e feari =t forem) o T T Tt (sTRr et ot gy fow)

*  &dT: 2,880 HETE (MW) * &HaT: 11,200 WITETE (MW)

o T IR faarg w1 o TH(F 3R faare w1 HwT;

o ey IR e faai 7€t % et TR (SRAEM) H & Il o A il ASTE: IT WA T Tol ST AT o1 B
TR HIT STEH o T AHETAT + Toh §eh T3ae (Downstream T 13T (Adi) ST 3 & 3HehT el fol @ &
Action Alliance) SHTeR TLHT ohT el 3Tl T 2| FTToh SHeh STATI H &SiHT UldgTereh STTSaTE e 37T

* QAT SR AT hl AT TERHehRIET sht 7T & b ater o frreret fowdr 7 @& I Tl st S gl ot gof STt e ot qererget @
1A BT Teh TR 1 'Tisiere TTfard IR o1 TTfereriiier asit faar sw) 32 o Torrfier T YeaATell STier ST & o foTg 31 areft wrenid]
2R or o9 s o oI1e = o ScATent B U1 R i ShHT AT ST o1 hT 2141 T 319 & 7 e ol e S @

Tehe UaT BT, fSTereh foTe T 3 i 39 L& 3T AT gﬂoﬁa g 9 7
HT R
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Strategic autonomy must guide India’s

ecently, Elon Musk unleashed a volley of
Rsocia] media posts, accusing Indian

“oligarchs” of impeding Starlink’s entry
into India. The government rejected the
accusation and clarified that all satellite operators
must go through the same regulatory process.

The ensuing public debate has centred on Mr. Ashwin Prasad
Musk, Mukesh Ambani, protectionism and Rao
telecom competition. All this obscures important Staff Research Analyst

questions of how much control India will have
aver Starlink once it operates here.
In its current form, Starlink is unlikely to

with the Advanced
Military Technologies
and Outer Space

replace fibre and mobile networks because they Programime at
have almost oppaosite strengths. Fibre and mobile the Takshashila
networks take time and money to set up, but can Institution

serve many people in one area. Starlink reaches
remote places without towers or cables but is
limited by how many users it can serve in one
region. While fibre and maobile networks are
aptimised for density, Starlink is optimised for
reach. Starlink has previously stopped taking new
residential customers in areas where it ran out of
capacity.

Starlink is well-suited for isolated settlements,
border regions, ships, and disaster affected areas,
Governments and the military require reliable
connectivity in such areas. Starlink can connect
soldiers, drones, sensors and command centres
without traditional connectivity. Therefore, its
operation in India goes beyond retail customer
choices and has national security implications.

The risks for India
India has very limited control over Starlink. The
network could remain usable in an area where
Indian authorities have ordered it switched off.
Conversely, it could be disabled when India needs
it most. India can licence and penalise Starlink,
but SpaceX retains direct control over its
satellites, software and terminal access.

The government has recognised these risks
and imposed stringent security requirements on
satellite Internet providers. Operators must route India must
Indian user traffic through ground stations, called
gateways, located in India. They cannot use
inter-satellite links to bypass Indian gateways or
route Indian traffic through gateways abroad. : )
They must also provide monitoring facilities to national security
Indian security agencies and restrict connectivity ld Sratcgi
when authorities issue security-related orders. AULONOMY

balance
Starlink’s

Starlink has indicated willingness to comply. It
announced Indian gateway sites and introduced
India-specific data controls.

Some of these conditions are difficult to
enforce independently. Indian authorities can
inspect domestic gateways, but verifying whether
Indian traffic has been routed through foreign
gateways or mirrored abroad through satellite
links is more difficult and depends partly on
information provided by SpaceX.

There is also a trade-off. Starlink’s advantage is
that its satellites can pass traffic between
themselves when a ground station is unavailable.
If Indian gateways fail, however, these restrictions
prevent Starlink from rerouting Indian traffic
through gateways abroad, reducing one source of
redundancy.

Global experiences

Iran's experience is also a valuable demonstration
of the enforcement problem. Since 2023, Iran has
complained to the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) about Starlink
terminals illegally operating on its soil without
authorisation. The ITU's Radio Regulations Board
has repeatedly called for Starlink transmissions to
be stopped over Iran.

At its October 2026 meeting, the Board again
noted that unauthorised Starlink transmissions in
Iran were continuing. It reiterated its earlier
decisions calling for the transmissions to stop and
its conclusion that it lacked the authority to
suspend the relevant satellite frequency
assignments.

Ukraine provides an interesting contrast. In
February, Ukrainian authorities worked with
SpaceX to identify authorised Starlink terminals
and block those used by Russian forces, In
Ukraine, SpaceX acted on the government’s
requests. In Iran, years of appeals have failed to
achieve the same result.

Conversely, on October 14, Ukrainian officials
reported that Starshield, the military service built
on Starlink technology, began losing connectivity
on terminals travelling faster than about 160
kmyh, disrupting drone missions and frontline
logistics. Zelenskyy said the restrictions applied
in Ukraine but not in EU countries. Ukraine said
normal service was restored on October 24, The
reason and responsibility remain contested.

Starlink policy

Reuters reported, citing officials, that an order
came from within the White House, although
Trump denied personally issuing it. The
disruption coincided with Washington's pressure
on Ukraine to stop striking Russian oil refineries.

For an ordinary user, losing Internet access
can be an inconvenience. For armed forces,
emergency responders and other essential
services, it can have far more serious
consequences.

SpaceX also depends on American regulatory
approvals and government contracts, giving
Washington considerable leverage over the
company. If American interests diverge from
India's during a crisis, this dependence could
become a strategic vulnerability.

India needs alternatives

Keeping Starlink out entirely would sacrifice
valuable connectivity, particularly in remote
regions. India should retain its strict licensing
conditions while improving its ability to check
compliance. Starlink continues to evolve and
regulation will have new challenges to contend
with.

Therefore, a more effective way to reduce the
dependency risks is to have alternatives to
Starlink. Military and other essential users should
maintain backup connections and tested
procedures for switching between them. Using
meore than one satellite internet provider, from
countries under different jurisdictions, would
reduce dependence on the decisions of a single
entity. Expanding ground coverage would reduce
the number of communities for whom Starlink
will be the only practical option. A parliamentary
review found that only 30% of gram panchayats
had a functional BharatNet connection as of
February 2026.

But fibre and mobile towers cannot cover
every acean, mountain region or remote frontier.
India will also need satellite alternatives of its
own. India should encourage more domestic
constellations and use their demand for satellites
and rockets to build Indian industry. Industrial
capacity and satellite Internet capacity go
hand-in-hand.

India needs enough alternatives to keep
essential communications working even when
Starlink is unwilling or unable to,

YouTube Homework
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*  UfEd 3R f&aTg: T Heeh §T WA e’ (oligarchs) W ERfeieh
AT I STET STt o 3T o S1E I8 TTasl-eh dad S T8 & foh YA 1 39 W
fepaa fisror g

* WA % {70 SREW: R T LRIk T a8d HIHd R &; St 31
JTIET WX EteT FRITOT S (SpaceX) o UTH & 2, Foree Tt et i
T foieh TETRRIT ol et fidTd o ST 2

o frame sTavasRaTt: TRA SRR A S e R A fR §, e qed <2
Sftheh 2T AT TRord TTSe T (o) | & oA et foar a2

o IfYeR IV T | forT Hwld =T T8 Tefeten efiaeTt W Ueh o H qiverct
3T, STeIfeh ot B THEU + Tt 841 R0 SawTe foRu ST @ 2fifett ot sciteh
T T T o

o Tt 3R GorTa: A sl ©Ricish o BrEaT AR TSR et o sft<l Eet ST
=Tfen) Tere o T foraeft fvfeam & s=m o foTe v =t 31 =Rt 3uwre ferekedit
I TGTET ST ATTRY, 3T 31T JhfoTeh FITT TETATST ShT STNT AT AT
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Transparency is essential to institutional credibility

he proposed amendments to the
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act,
2010, have triggered strong reactions
from civil society org 5y
Opposition parties and Christian institutions. The
concerns are not without substance. What it
seeks is tighter regulation of foreign-funded
organisations, including provisions concerning
assets created or acquired through foreign
contributions. The Government maintains that
the objective is greater transparency,
accountability and prevention of misuse of
foreign funds, while critics fear possible
restrictions on legitimate civil society activity and
minority institutions being disproportionately
affected. With the Bill referred to a Joint
Parliamentary Committee for further scrutiny,
there is an opportunity for a reasoned debate.

Foreign contribution cannot become a pretext
for suppressing legitimate charitable,
educational, health care or social-service activity.
At the same time, the receipt and utilisation of
foreign funds cannot be placed beyond scrutiny.

Transparency is not an assault on minority
rights; itis a condition of public trust, This raises
a question for minority institutions opposing the
proposed amendments: are they prepared to put
their own houses in order? This is not about
greater state interference, but about voluntary
transparency and accountability to those they
claim to serve.

Consider the Catholic Church in Tamil Nadu.
The dioceses have established numerous
social-service structures and societies dedicated
to the poor, vulnerable and marginalised. Their
contribution to social development is substantial,
but how many ordinary faithful have meaningful
access to even the basic financial picture of these
institutions? How many can readily see annual
income-and-expenditure statements, audited
accounts, major sources of funding and the broad
utilisation of resources? The more fundamental
question is this: should institutions that speak
forcefully about accountability to the state, not
voluntarily practise an equally high, if not higher,
standard of accountability to their faithful,
beneficiaries and stakeholders?

Institutional power, financial accountability
The question becomes even more pertinent when
ane considers the enormous educational and
social footprint of popular religious orders such
as the Society of Jesus and the Salesians of Don
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Bosco, as well as the many premier institutions
run by dioceses, including medical colleges, and
numerous congregations of women religious.
Their contribution to education and publi
undeniable. Yet, influence carries responsibility.

Across the educational sector, there have long
been allegations and public concerns regarding
admission-related donations, capitation and
other payments in institutions offering
sought-after courses. Such allegations must not
be treated as established facts against particular
institutions without evidence. But where
institutions receive substantial fees, donations,
grants or other contributions, a legitimate
question remains, a demand for transparency is
not an accusation of wrongdoing. On the
contrary, the most effective answer to allegations
of financial mismanagement or diversion is
transparent, independently audited and
accessible accounting.

The same principle should apply to religious
and social-service organisations. If institutions
appeal to the faithful and the public for donations
in the name of the poor, education, health care
and social development, their stakeholders
should reasonably expect a clear picture of how
those resources are utilised. Transparency need
not mean exposing confidential individual
transactions or compromising institutional
autonomy. It can simply mean publishing audited
annual accounts, broad income-and-expenditure
statements, major funding sources and the
purposes for which resources are deployed. Such
voluntary disclosure would strengthen the moral
authority of organisations that are now
demanding greater accountability from the state.

The unfinished question of Dalit Christians
The issue becomes particularly compelling in the
context of the Church’s advocacy for Dalit
Christians. The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
India (CBCD has raised concerns over the FCRA
Amendment Bill with the Union Government. Its
memorandum has also raised the continuing
denial of Scheduled Caste (5C) status to Christians
of 5C origin and sought an early resolution of the
matter pending before the Supreme Court. The
CRCI has undertaken initiatives on the issue and
its policy documents have acknowledged the
persistence of caste discrimination within Indian
society and, importantly, within the Church.

For decades, Dalit Christians have awaited a
resolution of their claim to SC status. The Church

possesses considerable institutional influence,
extensive organisational reach and substantial
financial resources. Has that influence and
capacity been mobilised with the same sustained
intensity for the constitutional rights of its most
marginalised faithful as it is now being mobilised
when the regulatory framework governing its
institutions is threatened?

There is an inherent irony here. The Church
rightly argues that caste does not disappear when
a Dalit becomes a Christian. If that is so, and if
caste-based exclusion continues beyond
conversion, then the constitutional
marginalisation of Dalit Christians should occupy
a central place in the Church’s public advocacy. Tt
is difficult, therefore, to avoid asking what
institutional accountability means if the voices of
the most disadvantaged members of the
institution remain comparatively weak.

Accountable autonomy

The answer should lie neither in unchecked state
power nor in unchecked institutional autonomy,
but in accountable autonomy. Minority
institutions have made an invaluable contribution
to India’s educational, healthcare and social
landscape, and their right to function freely must
be protected.

But institutional freedom carries institutional
responsibility. The credibility of their opposition
to excessive FCRA repulation will ultimately
depend not merely on what they demand from
the government, but on what they are willing to
disclose to the people who sustain and depend
upon their institutions.

Perhaps the most important test of an
institution is not how loudly it protests when its
own autonomy is threatened, but how openly it
answers questions from the poor, the faithful, the
beneficiaries, parents, students and the
communities it serves. Minority rights and
institutional accountability are not opposing
principles; they are complementary ones. The
state must not use transparency as a pretext to
weaken legitimate minority institutions, But
minority institutions, in turn, cannot demand
transparency from the state while treating
transparency to their own stakeholders as
optional.

Before asking the state to put its house in
order, minority institutions should be willing to
apen their own doors and demonstrate that their
houses are in order.

YouTube Homework
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U.S. court allows suits on
NSA Doval, RAW ex-chief

Order issued in civil plea by Khalistani separatist Pannun linked to an alleged assassination plot
against him in New York in 2023; External Affairs Ministry rejects charges, calls lawsuit ‘frivolous’

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

LS. court on Mon-
day allowed Khalis
tani separatist and

lawyer Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun to serve his civil
plea on National Security
Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval
and former Research and
Analysis Wing
Samant Goel through In
dian judicial channels, af
ter the State Department
submitted that it had
served the notice on the
two officials at the Indian
Embassy in Washington.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry rejected the move,
calling the lawsuit “frivo-
lous™ and saying such judi-
cial documents must be
sent to the Law and Justice
Ministry in India. “We re-
ject the fabricated and mal-
icious attacks on our high
officials, as also we reject
the frivolous lawsuits. Re-
quest for serving of judicial
documents in India can on-
Iy be routed through In-
dia’s designated central
authority, that is the Minis-
try of Law and Justice,” Mi-
nistry spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal said.

High-profile summons
The LS. court erder comes after its State Department served
natice on the two officials at Indian Embassy in Washington

= Gurpatwant Singh Pannun,
a U.5.-based lawyer, is wanted
in India on terrer charges

= Court asks him to prepare
documents and the route by
which the summans will be
issued by November 30

= Motice delivered to Embassy
only a‘legal obligation® and
not ‘taking a position), says
U.5. State Department

The lawsuit filed by Mr.
Pannun, wanted in India
on terror charges, is sepa-
rate but linked to the U.S.
Federal Bureau of Investi
gation (FBI)'s findings of al-
leged Indian links to an as-
sassination plot  against
him in June 2023,

Granting permission for
the summons on Monday,
LS. District Judge Kathe-
rine Polk Failla directed
Mr. Pannun to prepare
documents on or hefore
November 30, including
the summons addressed to
Mr. Doval and Mr. Goel, de-
tails of Indian law and pro-
cedure, and the route by
which the summons would

We reject the
fabricated and

malicious attacks on
our high officials, as
also we reject

the frivolous
lawsuits

RANDHIR JAISWAL "9
MEA spokesperson

be issued, as well as re-
cords of previous attempts
at serving the two officials
under the Hague Conven-
tion. The certificate of sub-
mission delivered to the In-
dian Embassy by the State
Department was signed by
an official and dated Oc-
tober 9. The State Depart-
ment said in a footnote
that the delivery did not
mean it was taking a “posi-
tion” on the case and it was
a *legal obligation”.

An undercover Drug En-
forcement Agency infor-
mant had pointed the FBI
investigation into the la-
wyer's assassination plot to
Indian businessman Nikhil

Gupta, and to conversa-
tions with senior Indian in-
telligence officials, includ-
ing Vikash Yadav,
regarding a conspiracy to
hire a hitman to kill Mr.
Pannun in New York.

Mr. Gupta pleaded guil-
ty to the charges, and the
U.S. courts have scheduled
the sentencing for Novem-
ber 20. Mr. Yadav was ar-
rested in Delhi in Decem-
ber 2023 on separate
charges by Indian authori-
ties and was given bail in
April 2024,

The FBI and Canadian
officials, who are investi-
gating a similar case involv-
ing the killing of separatist
Harjeet Singh Nijjar in Van-
couver in June 2023, ap-
pear to have dropped ear-
lier  claims of the
involvement of more se-
nior officials, including Mr.
Doval, Mr. Goel, and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah.

In February 2025, when
Mr. Doval accompanied
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to Washington for a
bilateral visit and meeting
with U.S. President Donald
Trump, Mr. Pannun had
tried to serve the NSA with
a notice and failed.

YouTube Homework
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Russia, Ukraine begin talks
mediated by U.S. to end war

Associated Press
ABU DHABI

Three-way talks between
Russia, Ukraine, and the
.S, opened in the UAE on
Tuesday, as Washington
made another push to end
the war in Europe which
started nearly five years
ago. The two-day session
in Abu Dhabi is the first
such meeting since Febru-
ary. It will focus on esta-
blishing future security
guarantees for the warring
countries, the  White
House said. While Russia
sees the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation as a
threat, Ukraine wants to
prevent  future Russian
invasions.

The first day of talks
concluded after nearly
four hours, the RIA Novosti
news agency said. They are
expected to resume on
Wednesday, according to
the press office of the Fo-
reign Intelligence Service
of Ukraine.

U.S. President Donald
Trump’s son-in-law, Jared
Kushner, who is trying to
broker a settlement along
with U.8. envoy Steve Wit-
koff, said he believed there
were “some good ideas
how to bridge” the diffe-
rences between the two
sides.

Rustem  Umerov, the
head of Ukraine’s Foreign

Key discussion: Members of the Russian and Ukrainian delegations
meet in the presence of U.5. envoys in Abu Dhabi on Tuesday. are

Intelligence Service who is
leading Kyiv's delegation,
thanked the U.5. for its ef-
forts to end Russia’s inva-
sion. “Our people are wait-
ing to end this war. And we
hope that we will achieve
the lasting peace for Uk-
raine,” he said.

The head of the Russian
delegation, Vladimir Me-
dinsky, expressed hope the
meeting “will allow us to
advance on the path to-
wards peace in the inter-
ests of the people of Russia
and the people of
Ukraine™.

LLS. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio called the
meeting “very productive”
while Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
the session was “construc-
tive and quite substantive.”

“Tt looks like the talks in
Abu Dhabi were very pro-
ductive,” Mr. Rubio said in

Paris at a G7 meeting.
“There's a lot of work to be
done in that regard. It's not
like something that’s on
the verge of being solved in
the next 24 hours or anyth-
ing like that.”

Mr. Zelenskyy said the
talks were largely about
humanitarian issues, in-
cluding prisoner exchang-
es and returning Ukrainian
civilians in captivity, as
well as children taken from
the country.

NATO commander U.S.
Gen. Alexus Grynkewich-
pointed to “some  great
progress in the past in a
military-to-military ~ dia-
logue in a trilateral for-
mat.”

There are no signs the
fighting is abating, and the
talks come against a back-
drop of new longrange
strikes by both Russia and
Ukraine.

YouTube Homework
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FBI probing Jensen Huang’s affair
with alleged Chinese agent: Trump

US. President says he spoke to the Nvidia CEO who told him that ‘he had absolutely no idea that the person in question was
a spy’; Huang earlier acknowledged he had an affair, issuing an apology to his wife and to the company in an open letter

WASHINGTON

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump said on
Monday the FBI is

investigating Nvidia CEO
Jensen Huang's affair with
an alleged Chinese govern-
ment agent, but said he
doesn’t think the executive
who has helped to develop
artificial intelligence has a
reason to wWorry.

“I know the FBI is look-
ing into it in terms of so-
mething else, and 1 think
that he’ll be in good
shape,” Mr. Trump said ata
White House briefing.

The sudden emergence
of Huang's infidelity has
rocked the political class

f W

Donald Trump stands with Jensen Huang after presenting him with

I

the National Medal of Science in Washington on October 8, REUTERS

and America’s tech sector,
creating new concerns
about whether China has
been able to access the cut-
ting-edge chips designed
by Nvidia that are power-

ing the development of ar-
tificial intelligence.

Mr. Trump suggested
the extraordinary step of
directly involving himself
in a counterintelligence in-

vestigation, a sign of his
friendly relationship with
Mr. Huang and the possible
geopolitical stakes.

“1 did speak to him to-
day just to see if he’s feel-
ing all right, how you're
doing,” Mr. Trump said.
“He said he had absolutely
no idea that the person in
question was a spy.”

Mr. Huang — a singular
figure in the technology
landscape and one of the
world’s wealthiest people
— has acknowledged he
had an affair, issuing an
apology to his wife and to
the company in an open
letter posted on Nvidia’s
website. The New York
Times reported that U.S. in-
telligence determined that

the woman was gathering
information for Beijing.

“I support the investiga-
tion and will cooperate ful-
ly. I love our country and
our company. | am com-
mitted to protecting NVI-
DIA and supporting Ameri-
ca’s national security,” Mr.
Huang said in his letter.

Nvidia announced Sun-
day it was conducting an
independent investigation
into reports that Mr. Huang
was the “target of a foreign
intelligence effort.” The
episode also is attracting
congressional  scrutiny,
with top Democrats Sen.
Mark Warner and Rep. Ha-
keem Jeffries saying they
are interested in investigat-
ing it further.
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Smog rider: A man drives a motorised tricycle amid air
pollutian in Lahore, Pakistan, on Monday. REUTERS

Pakistan blames
Deepavali fireworks
in India for toxic air

Reuters
ISLAMABAD/NEW DELHI

Pakistan blamed poor air quality this week on pol-
lution drifting from neighbouring India, where fi-
recrackers set off during the Deepavali festival ov-
er the weekend blanketed much of the north in
toxic smog.

The northern Pakistani city of Lahore topped
Swiss group IQAIr's ranking of the world's most
polluted major cities for a second day on Tuesday,
with an air quality index (AQI) of 263, categorised
as “very unhealthy”.

The city’s concentration of PM2.5, harmful air-
borne particles small enough to penetrate deep
into the lungs, was 37.2 times above the World
Health Organization’s guidelines, IQAir said.

Pakistani Punjab’s Environment Protection Mi-
nister Marrivum Aurangzeb said pollutants had
been carried into the region by light winds and air
drifting from India in the aftermath of Deepavali.

“However, air pollution is expected to gradual-
ly decrease from early afternoon as weather con-
ditions improve and winds shift direction,” she
said.
The External Affairs Ministry did not imme-
diately respond to a request for comment.

IQAIr ranked Delhi the world's second-most
polluted major city on Tuesday, with an AQI of
188. The Government data showed that firecrack-
ers were responsible for nearly 55% of the PM2.5
in the capital a day earlier,

Vehicle emissions, construction dust and
smoke from crop-waste burning are also major
contributors to winter pollution on both sides of
the border.
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The End of Everything wins Booker for fiction

Associated Press
LONDON

British writer M. John Har-
rison won the Booker Prize
for fiction on Monday for
The End of Everything, a
satirical dystopian novel
whose themes of “catas-
trophe and apocalypse”
chime with our uneasy
times. It is the first work of
science fiction to take the
prestigious $67,000 liter-
ary award, but 8!-year-old
Harrison said he doesn’t
want to be hemmed in by
the sci-fi label.

He said Booker recogni-
tion after six decades as an
author shows that the era
of “genres as fences and

w
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Accolades galore: M. John Harrison poses with the trophy after
winning the Booker Prize in London on Tuesday. AP

boxes,
over”.

“I think this book
shows, and the prize now
shows, that it is very possi-
ble to write a book that

pigeonholes, is

mixes not just two genres,
but three or four,” Mr. Har-
rison said at a post-cere-
mony news conference.
Mr. Harrison beat five
other finalists including

previous winners Douglas
Stuart and Marlon James,
who had been the odds-
makers' favourites, and Pu-
litzer Prize laureate Eliza-
beth Strout.

Dystopian theme
The End of Everything is set
on England’s Channel
coast in the near future, af-
ter an unspecified calamity
has shattered society and
brought an influx of enig-
matic alien entities to Bri-
tain. It centres on a beach-
comber who lives with his
gun-toting aunt and discov-
ers a puzzling, shape-shift-
ing artifact on the shore.
Asked what he wanted
to convey to readers, Mr.

Harrison said: “It's a grim
world, and it’'ll keep on be-
ing grim. And it's weird.
But at the end of things
there may be some kind of

I wouldn't say hope, or
closure, but there might be
some kind of relief.”

Historian Mary Beard,
who chaired the judging
panel, said the book is “the
politics of now seen
through the lens of the fu-
ture,” and about a society
“undergoing a catastrophe
that they don’t really
understand.”

Critics have praised the
book’s dark humour,
though some have been
confused by its elusive
narrative.

YouTube Homework

> Nobel Prize
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Pranab Mukherjee hinted at
desire to become PM: Sonia

In her memoir, she recalls 2010 conversation when Mukherjee suggested that perhaps ‘it was time
for a change at the top’; Congress leader also describes her strained relationship with Maneka

NEW DELHI

ormer  President
Fr’ranab Mukherjee

had “shocked” So-
nia Gandhi by hinting at his
“long-held desire” to be-
come Prime Minister dur-
ing a conversation with her
in 2010, suggesting that
perhaps it was time for a
“change at the top”, the
former Congress president
has written in her memoir,
Belonging: A Journey of
Love.

The book, published by
HarperCollins, was made
available in bookstores on
Tuesday, but the official
launch is likely to take
place on November 16.

Mukherjee, then a se-
nior member of the Man-
mohan Singh Cabinet, had
developed serious diffe-
rences with the then Fi-
nance Minister P. Chidam-
baram. He would at times
stay back for conversations
with Ms. Gandhi after
meetings of the Congress
Strategy Group, which was
set up to discuss parlia-
mentary business.

“On one occasion, in
2010, I think after express-
ing his frustration, he

|
1]

A man leaves after purchasing Sonia Gandhi's newly released memoir,
at a bookstore in New Delhi on Tuesday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYA®

shocked me with the sug-
gestion that perhaps it was
time for a change at the
top, which I understood as
a hint of his long-held de-
sire to become Prime Mi-
nister,” she wrote. “I gently
changed the subject, and
though he may have been
disappointed, he never
made me feel he held it
against me,” she added.
The late Pranab Muk-
herjee, who had served in
Indira Gandhi’s Cabinet in
the 1970s, was part of a
core group that met weekly
with Singh to coordinate
the functioning of the go-
vernment and the party.
Other members included
Arjun Singh, A.K. Antony,

and Ahmed Patel.

Ms. Gandhi says she of-
ten called on Mukherjee af-
ter he became President in
2012, largely to converse
with the “erudite and
knowledgeable politician
that he always remained”.

‘Not a crime’

Hitting back at Ms. Gandhi,
Sharmistha  Mukherjee,
the late President’s daught-
er, said it was not a crime
to be ambitious.

“What's there to be
shocked about?” she asked
in a post on X in response
to Ms. Gandhi's remarks.

“Isit a crime to be ambi-
tious, especially when that
‘ambition” was supported

by decades of experience
in politics and governance,
hard work and a brilliant
mind? Once, when asked
by me whether he wanted
to become PM, he very
candidly answered that
‘any politician worth his
salt has this ambition’,” she
wrote.

On relations with Modi
On her relationship with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Ms. Gandhi said she
had “practically no real
contact” with him. At se-
mi-official gatherings, they
exchange formal namastes,
but “he tends to look away,
avoiding eye contact”, she
wrote.

The memoir also re-
counted her strained rela-
tionship with Maneka
Gandhi, describing how
domestic differences fol-
lowing her marriage to
Sanjay Gandhi gradually
spilled into politics.

She recalled Indira
Gandbhi’s displeasure with
Ms. Maneka’s political ac-
tivities, particularly after
the Emergency, and the
eventual break in ties, with
the younger daughter-in-
law walking out of the fa-
mily home.

Sonia’s book tries to give
her family clean chit over
1984 Sikh massacre: BJP

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Tuesday alleged
that former Congress presi-
dent  Sonia Gandhi,
through her book, at-
tempted to shield former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gand-
hi and the Congress leader-
ship from responsibility for
the 1984 anti-Sikh
massacre.

At a press briefing, se-
nior BJP leader Harvinder
Singh Phoolka said: “In the
book that Sonia Gandhi
has published, she has
tried to give her family a
clean chit over the mas-
sacre of Sikhs.” He alleged
that the book's account,
which was in “complete
contradiction of the official
record”, wrongly attribut-
ed the delay in deploying
the Army to General A.S.

Vaidya.
“First, as per the Misra
Commission’s report,

6,100 soldiers were availa-
ble in Delhi on the night of
October 31 and the morn-
ing of November 1, but they
were not deployed in time.
The Commission also
wrote that if 5,000 of these
soldiers had been made to
march through Delhi’s
streets on the morning of

Rajiv Gandhi was the count
Minister at the time. If he w:

s Prime
not

directly responsible himself, what action did
he take against those who failed to mobilise
the Army present in Delhi on ’

the morning of November 17

1, at his first public rally.
ajiv Gandhi said: ‘When a

big tree falls, the earth shakes

alitle! In this way, he tried to

Jjustify the entire massacre

HARVINDER SINGH PHOOLKA

Ins|

B leader

November 1, at least 2,000
Sikhs could have been
saved. Both the Misra Com-
mission and the Nanavati
Commission made the
same point in their re-
ports,” he said.

“The Misra Commission
says that even if Rajiv
Gandhi had alerted Gener-
al Vaidya, the Army Chief’s
job is only to keep the Ar-
my ready, while adminis-
trative officials are respon-
sible for calling in the
Army and deploying it in
the field. The administra-
tive machinery neither
called in the Army in time
nor deployed it,” said Mr.
Phoolka.

“Rajiv Gandhi was the
country’s Prime Minister at
the time. If he was not di-
rectly responsible himself,

what action did he take
against those who failed to
mobilise the Army present
in Delhi on the morning of
November 1? Instead, at his
first public rally, Rajiv
Gandhi said: “When a big
tree falls, the earth shakes
alittle In this way, he tried
to justify the entire mas-
sacre,” he said.

Union Minister Giriraj
Singh accused Ms, Gandhi
of being selective in ex-
pressing griel over inci-
dents such as Babri and
Batla House, but not over
Godhra and Pahalgam inci-
dents. He said her book
should  have addressed
what he described as form-
er Prime Minister Jawahar-
lal Nehru's mistakes, in-
cluding Tibet and Articles
370 and 35A.
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Sanjit ‘Bunker’ Roy, social activist and
Barefoot College founder, passes away

He founded Barefoot College in Tilonia, Rajasthan as a place for cop-outs, drop-outs and wash-outs’ and not for certificate

chasers; it enabled villagers to identify their own challenges, develop local solutions and manage resources independently

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

ne of the founda-
0 tional figures of
modern civil socie-

ty in India and the founder
of Barefoot College, Sanjit
“Bunker” Roy, died at his
home in Tilonia in Ajmer
district of Rajasthan on
Tuesday morning. He was
Bl

“He went peacefully as
he wanted to in his own
home in Tilonia, surround-
ed by Aruna [prominent
activist Aruna Roy, his
wife] and some of the
countless  people  who
loved and cared for him
deeply, passionately,” the
Social Work and Research
Centre  (SWRC), also
known as Barefoot College,
said in a statement.

Ray's activism began at
a time when social work
was often viewed with dis-
dain. Ms. Roy recalls in her
memoir, The Personal is
Political, that when she
was serving as a sub-divi-
sional magistrate (SDM) in
Delhi, a chief metropolitan
magistrate reacted dismis-
sively after learning that
Bunker Roy was a social
worker. “Kahin naukri na-
hin mili hogi (He must not
have landed a job anywh-

Sanjit Roy founded the Social Werk and Research Centre in Tilonia

in 1972, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ere)” her colleague
quipped. The magistrate's
attitude changed dramati-
cally, however, when he la-
ter discovered that Bunker
Roy was the national
squash champion, and
promptly sought Roy's
help in securing member-
ship to the prestigious Del-

hi Gymkhana Club.

Early education

Roy studied at the Doon
School  alongside Rajiv

Gandhi and attended St.
Stephen’s College, Delhi,
between 1962 and 1967. He
won the national squash
championship in 1965 and
represented India in three
world championships. In a
TED Talk posted online 15
years ago, he described his

elite education as “snob-
bish” and “expensive”, say-
ing it had “almost des-
troved” him.

He was 21 when famine
struck Bihar in 1966. Con-
secutive monsoons  had
failed. The horrors of ex-
treme poverty, with people
dying of  starvation,
changed the course of his
life, and he decided to
spurn the “whole world
laid out for him".

In 1972, Roy founded
the Social Work and Re-
search Centre in Tilonia. In
the same TED Talk, he de-
scribed it as *a place for
cop-outs, drop-outs and
wash-outs” and not for cer-
tificate chasers. It had a
hottom-up approach, ena-
bling the villagers to “iden-

tify their own challenges,
develop local solutions and
manage their resources in-
dependently”, working to-
wards community-based
water management and re-
newable energy initiatives.

Paying tribute, Congress
MP Shashi Tharoor said
Roy's vision of training ru-
ral grandmothers as “Bare-
foot Solar Engineers” had
helped bring electricity to
thousands of off-grid
homes across India and
other developing coun-
tries, while advancing
community empowerment
and environmental
stewardship.

“Institution builder”
Congress general secretary
(communication) Jairam
Ramesh said Roy believed
that civil society “must
cooperate where they can,
collaborate  where they
should, and confront
where they must”. Roy, he
said, worked closely with
the Rajiv Gandhi govern-
ment in areas such as
drinking water, immunisa-
tion, and adult literacy.
Sam  Pitroda, who
served as an adviser to Ra-
jiv Gandhi and worked
with Roy, remembered
him as an “institution-buil-
der” whose impact extend-

ed far beyond the com-
munities  he  served
Former Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot said
Roy made significant con-
tributions to rural self-re-
liance, education, and de-
velopment.

CPI general secretary 1.
Raja described Roy as a
pioneering social activist
and  educationist whose
work would continue to in-
spire those committed to
equality, dignity, and so-
cial justice.

Writer Amitav Ghosh
noted that despite oppor-
tunities to pursue a distin-
guished career in diploma-
cy or bureaucracy, Roy
chose instead to dedicate
his life to addressing rural
poverty, calling him “a
true hero”,

Among the many ho-
nours Roy received were
the Padma Shriin 1986, the
Jamnalal Bajaj Award for
Application of Science and
Technology for Rural Deve-
lopment in 1985, the Tyler
Prize for Environmental
Achievement in 2004, the
Skoll Award for Social En-
trepreneurship in 2005,
and the Blue Planet Prize
in 2011. In 2010, TIME ma-
gazine named him among
the world’s 100 most in-
fluential people.
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A New Chapter of Dignity: From Occupational Risk to Safer Livelihood
How the NAMASTE Scheme is Empowering a Sanitation Worker

(W.m(nmchmd).awmrddmuﬁmwtermmm«y
Municipality, belonging to the Scheduled Caste community, is continuing his profession
with renewed safety and confidence, thanks to the National Action for Mechanised
N\ Sanitation Ecosystem (NAMASTE) Scheme.
Despite 15+ years of hazardous work in sewer and septic tank
cleaning without adequate PPE, he faced recurring health
issues like skin infections and respiratory discomfort, which
affected his consistency at work and strained his family's finances.
The NAMASTE Scheme, implemented in 2025, provided him with
- a comprehensive PPE kit and awareness training, improving his conditions,
\ fedudmmdulwandimnmhummmm

‘m ! 12,000 to 16,000~18,000, emmadmﬁedfumfuhis
- Key Details

Subraman-on | @wum | °

'-‘ (name changed)

gcsmbuul Health ]
Comprehensive PPE kit
and safety guidelines )

Mechanized Eeosystemw
Shift from hazardous
manual work |

~\

Skill & Awareness |

a Training on safe sanitation
Q practices J
// Livelihood Security
p4 § Increased monthly income
=5 and reduced health costs

Dignity & Well-being I
Continuing profession with
pride and protection

IO"‘““"‘""’“" . 2025

NAMASTE - Securing Livelihoods,

Promoting Occupational Safety, Building a Dignified Future Y
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