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liability of s March 11 jud2i
considerations of claims by OF
candidates who were selected for the Civil
Services Examination (CSE).

A Bench of Justices P.S, Narasimba any
R. Mahadevan, in its order, said the U
government, represented by Solici
General Tushar Mehta, had er
assuming that a “retrospective
implementation of the March 11 jiyg
would have far-reaching consequency

recruitment, service and cadre allocatior

senbority and admissions to Higher
Educational Institutions”.

What was the March 11 Judgr
On March 11, the Supreme Court upheld a
1993 Office Memorandum which exclu
parental salary and agricubtural income
from the income/ 'wealth test for
determining OBC non-creamy layer
starus. It claribed the years-long
confusion over how to calculate wealth or
income to determine the creamy layer
status of OBC candidates for reservation
purposes. Justice Narasimha and Justice
Mahadevan were hearing an appeal by
the Union government against lower
court rulings in Bavour of such OBC
candidates.

The March 1l judgment concerned the
manner in which creamy-layer status s
determined lor candidates belonging 1o
the Other Backward Classes (OBC). The
case arose after candidates who had
cleared the Civil Services Examination
were denied consideration under the
OBC-NCL category because the

195
’# Aamy-layer criteria and the
? : juent claribcation ssued in 2004,
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court held that parental salary
cannot, by itself, determine whether an
OBC candidate falls within the creamy
bver. The status and category of the post
held by the parent are also relevant to the
determination.

The court therefore dismissed the
appeals filed by the Union government
and directed it to reconsider the claims of
the respondent candidates and
intervenors in accordance with the
principles laid down in the judgment. It
also directed that the exercise be
implemented within six months. The
Judgment recorded the government's
assurance that supemumerary posts
could be created 1o accommodate
candidates who satisfied the
non-creamy-layer criteria.

At the heart of the judgment was the
interpretation of the 1993 Office
Memorandum and the 2004 clarification.

The co L TR 2O charification
could noterrE=lw i 10e 2
substantive congition that was absent

. ongm.al 1993 framework. It also

nmcd that the creamy

aaheetftin criteria are “status-based rather
th.m purely income-based, reflecting the
policy understancling that advancement
within the governmental service
hierarchy denotes social progression
independent of fluctuating salary levels”.

On the 1993 Office Memorandum of the

DoPT, the Supreme Court sald, “The plain
language of these explanations makes it
clear that salary income and agricultural
income are consciously kept ouside the
common pool while determining
exclusion under the Income / Wealth
Test.” Further, with regard to the 2004
clarificatory letter, the court said,
“Determination of creamy Bver status
sobely on the basis of income brackets,
without reference to the categories of
posts and status parameters enunciated in
the 1993 OM is clearly unsustainable in
Lm -

What did the court say now?
The November 6 judgment was delivered

# ne creamy laver exclusion? What did «
M ruling affect CSE 2025 service allocation?

o agplications Aled by the Uniog
gover seeking claribeatiogfof the
March 1 :

The Celtre had argued thatflpplying ¥
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The court further said that seleghons
and appointments made after Margh 11 in
refation to OBC reservation and
creamy-lyver exclusion must follow the
1993 Office Memorandum as intergireted
in the March judgment.

A significant consequence s tha
March ruling will apply to the serv (
allocation of OBC candidates selecipd
through the CSE 2025, Although t
results had been declared on Marcl 6,
days before the March judgment, sprvic
allocation had not yet been inalisdgl. The
court found no justification to ded
implementation in this case.

The court declined to give the Centre
two years to establish equivalence of
posts, holding that formulation of such
policy falls within the domain of the
executive and legislature. It ultimately
extended the time for compliance with
the March judgment by two months.




SC 3 OBC shHt aw 2w

*  FUH HIE T OBC FhIHT oo 6t Fufa o =ar waer
FATAT? kel HIAT-{UAT o qa4  shidt oraw € are
feru S =t FRrerivor @/t =€ 2T 1993 & wETeE
A9 (Office Memorandum) o T TATT AT? ohg o
| o B U FAETRI0T T T2 T2 HEer CSE
2025 Y TiEE AEATEHE (HAT ATASA) Tl HH TwTIe
HATT?
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11 | hT AT ST U2

11 57=l 21, HH 1S 7 1993 & U FHETerd F19 il s @l
S 3mer & 38vT ¥ OBC 3ufigan $iLd feufa ao
F4 & fou smaafa fr s @ ¥ dd- I
ATEX TET THT 9T, 36 ARV 32941 o @10 OBC 3ufteamni i
S Feafd @ F3 oF aTed a4 91 37T hi AT

TeTedd 34 OBC SHtedrl & 9& # 3ATC fH=reft s1ererd & Haai &
flges %z Ten i v Tfiet T gaTs 0w 9.

11 |1 T I8 $EaT 319 s atf (OBC) ¥ Hefyd 3ufigan & fau
sl o1 <l Teurfd a3 fopu ST o o{ieh © S[ST 91 T AIHel ad amHq
3 S fafae gar gier e & arel IEfiant sl 39 SATYR 9
OBC-NCL #vft & d&d foem & & 51 2 e mam o7 #49if...

THE GIST (9&3 9Td)

o gitd I A o & o v fora fo Shaet wrar-fuar o aa9 sl
T & ATYR T OBC it o3 it feufa a3 78 &t s g,
3T foTu qrar-foar & e 31 2oft =61 ot e § war s =nfeu,

* 11 9= % %He & ded T e ehl = uisrn, Fafe, gertd
T U1 JTEeH 1 SR @icA 6T ATaTHdT T8l 8, AT dAfed
ST T 3Tehel 3AeTeTd T aF fagiar o 3mar W fohar S gt
g.

*  Ig HEAT CSE 2025 HaT 31624 T AN &M HaTeld A g % a1
AT o foream o 37 ST e feam ST syarer o wm € &t
HEH aeT 4.
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A e photo of people saing part in 3 rally demand ing Statehood
for Lagakh, among other demandh, in Leh. A

Protests in Ladakh
barred ahead of polls

Peerzada Ashig

SRINAGAK

The Chief Elecsoral Officer
CED) of Ladakh o Wed-
nesday prohibived protesss
within the mumiopal limies
of Leh and Kangll abead of
hocal body edections 10 be
beld between November 22
and December 4

The onder citing the Mo
del Code of Conduct came
even s civil sockety groups
thremened to resume agr-
tatons o push a shew of
demands inchading the re
sumpoon of talks wieh the
Centre and the postpone-
ment of hill councl elec-
wons 1l next vear.

The onder by the CEO of
the Union Territory sad
the restrictions will remain
m force until the comple-
tion of the elecnon process
for the municipall commit-
sees of Leh and Kargil this
month

“The Modd Code re
Quires mamnenance of an
atmosphere conducive w0
toms, and no  activiey
should be permitted whach
may create intimidation,
fear or undue influence
among elecvors,” sald the
order

It said orgamsing pole-
cal dharmas, protests, de-
moestrations, se-ins, ral
Bes, or similar collective
activities during this pe
nod would have the poten-
tial o meimidate voters,
deturb public order, and
vitiage the atmosphere for
free and fair elections,

It deected all political
parties, candidates, and
their agemns to strictly adh-
ere 10 the provisions of the
Model Code of Conduct
and ensure no activey s
unclertaben that may ot
modate, coerce, or unduly
nfluence eleciors.

The Districy Election OF
Sioers, or Deputy Commis-
swoners, of Leh and Kargil

and the Seperintendents
of Pulice of the districts
were dwected "o ensure
strict complance of the
order”

“Any viokation will be

dealt with frmly in accor-
dance weth brw, including
proceedings  under  rele-
vant provisions and the
Model Code of Conduct,” it
added.
The order came a day of
ter Leb Apex Body (LA
called for an ageation, with
a se-m from November 12,
to press their demands on
a shew of ssues, induding
the resumpton of talks
between the Centre and
Ladakh bodses, making pu-
blic the starus of the jod-
il mquiry report into the
Sepeember 24, 2028, vio-
lence thae left four people
dead. and the postpone
ment of hill counal elec-
wons 1l next year.

Mesnbers of the LAD, i
chodeg co-chairman Tser-
ing Donpey Lakrook and ac-
vt Sonam Wangchuk, on
Wednesdny made a video
appeal to President Drow-
paddi Murmu, Prime Minis-
ver Naremchra Modi, Unon
Home Minister Azt Shah,
and the Leader of Oppost-
tiom Kahul Gandhi 10 =
vervene before people of
Ladakh are forced o start
peaceful but intense agita-
tons 10 demonstrale our
pam,

“While the pdcal =
Quiry commisson report
on the Seprember 24 incr
dents o Lebh moves at a
soail's pace even afler a
year of the mcident, and
the talks on restoration of
demcracy  have  broken
down, the UT. administra-
tiom = moving at rocket
speed o comduct some
kind of coumcil elections
bere, apparently o have
people of thewr cholce o
stalled w0 negotiate on de
mocracy and safegeards
bere,” said Mr. Wangchuk.
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Tamil Nadu’s growing industrial water challenge

amil Nadu is one of India’s leading
investment destinations, thanks to s
skilled workforce, strong
manufacturing base and
enterprise-friendly policies. Reflecting its
investment-friendly credenti ‘s
Investment Friendliness Index (IF1), re in
T T ST ™ W hind Gujarat
and Maharashira. The frst-of-ies-kind repart
assesses States” readiness 1o attract and sustam
ivestments, For Tamil Nadu it identithes Bmived
International alr connectivity, Chennal Port
infrastructure constraints and inadequate
industrial water supply in landlocked and
rain-shadow districts as key lacunae,

Without compromising on water security, can
Tamil Nadu expand its industrial base, albeit with
a high Mol conversion rate, 2%
better-than-average Air Quality Index score and
strong disaster preparedness perception soores?

With les robust and decentralised industrial
ecanamy, the State houses 130 Global Fartune
500 companies across 10 industrial parks,
fanked by 42 phus operational Special Economik
Zones. Even as the genesis of industrialisation
and mechanisation can be traced 1o colomial
times, with a benign business climate, the State
owes a Jot to its skilled buman and natural
resources that comtinuwed to draw investors.

Notwithstanding global uncertainties, the State
continued anracting Forelgn Direct Investments
(FIN) even as overall investment at the national
level slackened, While India’s sotal FDI declined
between 2002223 and 202324 from $46.03 billkon
10 $44.42 billson, the Stae's inflows accelerated 10
peak at $3.681 billbon in 2024-25, amongst the
country's submatsonal economses,

This performance in absolute numbers not
only marks economic development that is poised
to create employment, expand manufacturing
and fortify the State economy, but also remains
congruent to the relative utilisation of the State's
waler resource

A State with Nmited water

Tamil Nadu's econoemy has long since outgrown
its water reserves, Geography further complicates
the balance between industrial developments
and sustainable water management. Much ol
Tamil Nadu is located in the rain shadow region
of the Western Ghats. With an average annual
raindall of 960men, the State accounts for only 3%
of Indlia’s warer resources. Unevenly dissributed
acrass reservolrs, tanks, and upstream riparian
comributions, the State’s surface water potential
is estimased at 853 TMC (thousand méllion cubic
feet), The average runoff 1o the sea is compused
as 17712 T™MC from all 17 major river basins. The
Cauvery's decadal dischange was 4,352 billion

Rida Wanbha
Assatam Professor
a the Madras

Instewne of
Dwrevlopment Studhen

Yukesh
Saravanan

Reseacher & he
Madras Instmwne of
Development Shudies

Weak water
secunty
threatens o
undlermine the
SMMe's
mvestment
appeal and
inchustrial
gromth
prospects

cubic metres (BMO) between 2001 and 2021

The groundwater buffer is showing signs of
strains. A 2005 joint assessment by the Central
Ground Water Board and the State’s Water
Resources Department indicates that while
overall groundwater extraction remains below
the State's anmual extractable resource, the
picture varies signiicantly across districts. In
2005, annual groundwater rechange was
estimated at Z261 BCM agalnst an annual
extractabde resource of 2046 BOM, Groundwater
extraction stood at 15,04 BOM, or about 73.5% of
the extractable resource.

However, the State-wide average conoeals
serious localised stress. Industrial districts such
s Salem, Vellore and Chenmai are dassified as
over-explosted, while Krishnagin and Coimbatore
fall under the critical category, with extraction
approaching S0%-00r%. Meanwhile, industrial
water demand, estimated at 1,555 MOCM in 2001, &
progected to rise 1o 1,985 MOM by 2060, which
cannot be trivialised given the currens
Circumstances of water goversance

For the Stare’s textile manuactuning,
automobile, power geperation and othver
water-intensive units - already beset by
complications - the implications extend beyond
what is anticipated. Water paucity can immensely
disrupt production, inflate operational costs and
make sewage and wastewater management
dithoult, particularly in drought-prone and
landlocked regions. And, if industries continee to
expand amid extsting shortcomings, withouw
corresponding strengthening of water
infrastructure, recycling, wastewater treatment
and groundwater management, waler as a
resource could deter new investments while the
State’s economsc growth may ramp up in
absolute toughness.

Managing water better
John Sullivan, a Member of the Governor's
Councll overseeing irrigation In the erstwhile
Madras Presidency, warned: “So long as one drop
of water s allowed to run waste ... we must take
the blame to ourselves for not taking our best
eflorts to prevent the evils of scarcity and
famine.” Two centuries later, his warning remsains
redevant. Tamil Nadu does not peed 10 find more
water as much as i needs 1o manage the water it
already has better. One practical step s o price
industrial water accoeding to Jocal water
avallabiley - not as a punitive cast 1o industry but
a5 an investment in Jong-term water security.
Pollution Is imperilling the healkh of waser
bodies and also shaping investment decisions.
Western Tamdl Nadu Is both an Industrial
powerbouse and a centre of river pollution. In
June 2026 alone, 28 industries in the State were

issued closure orders under the Water
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974,
While industries must be held accountable for
preventing the discharge of harmful effluents into
rivers, the responsibility is bilateral. Polluted
water bodies can heavilly undermine the very
industrial investments the State seeks to attract.

The zero liguid discharge (ZLD) system helps
recover up 10 90% of the water reguired, and the
textile chusters in Tiruppur are a case in poin.
However, they still face freshrwater shortages,
while the associated costs can be difhoult for
smaller players to bear. A concerted effort 1o
integrate green enengy and water security could
be a game changer, making ZLD, desalination and
sewage treatment mare affordable and
sustainable for industrial use. Water, therefore,
shoukd become an inegral part of investment
planning.

Modern day capitalists consider environmental
risks when zeroing in on the avenuwes of
investments. Royal Enfield’s first expansion ingo
the Ravalaseema (also a rain-shadow area of the
Deccan Plasean) reglon in Andhira Pradesh, the
farst outside Tamil Nadu since 1955, moved into
the spotlight. The drought-prone area has
undergone a palpable tramsformation in the Lt
decade, becoming a massive investment
destimation, showing that mdustrial
competitiveness and its water resources cannot
be planned In fragments.

Growth needs water security

Paradoxically, as Tamil Nadu's industrial future
becomes increasingly ted 1o its water economy,
the Water Resources et faces an 8.06%
cut in ies allocation this year, from 30,076 crore
in the Interim Budiget to 19,264 crore in the new
government's masden allotment,

Meanwhile, the legal framewark for addressing
water constraimts has remained in imbo since
2013, when the Tamil Nadu Groundwaser
(Development and Management) Act was
repealed. Although hopes are high for the
recently passed comprehensive Tamil Nadu
Witer Resources (Regulation, Manasgement and
Augmentatson) Bil, 2026, s enactment now
awaits the Governor's assemt.

Tamsl Nadu's ivestments and effective
industrialisation have translated into finer
economic outcomes. The challenge is to sustain
this growth for decades. Better pricing, stronger
water governance and prodent consumption are
essential for sucoessful investments and
industrial sussenance. With erracke hvdrological
cyches, along with El Nifso and water pollution, it
Is high time to treat water as an nfrastructure
that must be built and pasd for - o salvage what
Is often misread &5 an unlimited resource,
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Visanorms
simplified;
forms will
be leaner

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

The Union government has
simplified India’s visa re-
gime by reducing the cate-
gories from 13 to nine and
making the application
forms leaner by up to 70%,
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) said in a state-
ment on Wednesday.

The “Tourist Visa" has
been renamed “Visitor Vi-
sa”, reflecting a broader
range of permitted purpos-
es beyond conventional
tourism, the Ministry said.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE S

Union govt. simplifies visa norms;

categories cut, forms to be leaner

Special provision for subject-matter experts introduced: changes aim to make process more compact and responsive to
requirements of foreign nationals, savs Home Ministry; govt, studied visa svstems of other countries for the changes, it adds

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
ment has simpli
hed India’s visa re

gime by reducing the
categories from 13 to nine
and making the applica-
tion forms leaner by up to
70%, the Ministry of Home
Atfairs (MHA) said in a
statement on Wednesday.
The "Tourist Visa™ has
been renamed “Visitor Vi-
sa”, reflecting a broader
range of permitted purpos-
es beyond conventional
tourssm, the Ministry said.
A specific provision, the
Production Investment Bu-
siness Visa, has been
carved out for foreign sub-
ject-matter specialists, en
gineers and technical per-
sonnel engaged by firms in
activities such as installa-
tion and commissioning,
quality checks and essen-
tial maintenance, produc
tiom, IT, training, supply:
chain development, plam
design and bring-up, se-
nor  management  and
technical support, includ-
ing ransler of know-how,
technology and services,

Entry simplified

The povernmeent has amnounced & slew of reforms 1o the visa

process for foreign nationals visiting the country

s Nain 8 "Tourmt Visa' has been

catepories renamed Vs
reduced from

13109, sub

catepories

frama4St0 23

® Number of
fields 1o be
flled in the

application
forms
reduced by
65% - T0%

“The step alms at mak-
ing it more compact, cohe-
rent and responsive 1o the
requirements of foreign na
tionals visiting India. On
August 27, 2026, MHA re
duced the number of main
visa categories from 13 to
nine and the number of
sub-categories from 49 o
237 it saad.

2025 changes

This follows the earlier ra-
tonalisatson done In Oc¢-
tober 2025, when the main
VISa calegories were re-
duced from 22 o 13 and
sub-categories from 63 o

2 Yisas wil be

Torvaa granted as per naw

ratonaisation By
the end of the year

49. While enacting the
changes, the government
studied the visa systems of
developed countries and
global standards.

The consolidation of si
milar purposes of travel is
aimed at providing greater
clarity and ease in identify-
ing the appropriate visa ca-
tegory while [acilitating
legitimate foreign arrivals,
the Ministry sail,

Currently, evisa is pro-
cessed through electronic
travel authorisation (ETA)
under 13 subcategories.
The facility of e-visa is pre-
sently available to the na

tionals of 172 countries.

As reported by The Hin-
du on November 4, the re-
quired fields/columns for
all 23 categories/sub-cate
gories in the visa applica-
tion have been reduced by
65%-T0'%.

Simplify forms

The Initiative alms to re-
duce the inlormation re
quired from foreign nation
als and simplify the visa
form while retaining essen-
tial details necessary for vi
sa processing.

This will reduce the
tme and effort required o
complete the application
and will enhance adminis-
trative eficiency by facili
tating more focused scruti-
ny and processing of visa
applications. To Imple-
ment all changes made in
the Indian Visa Regime,
the Ministry is updating
the IT systems. By year-
end, visas will be granted
as per the new
rationalisation,

The visitor visa category
has been organised into
two sub-categories, V-1 and
V-2, so that applicants may
select a visa suited to the

mature and duration ol
their proposed visit.

In addition to other elig:
ible visitor activities, the
Vol visa covers short-term
activities such as business
meetings, medical consul
tations, wellness retreats,
short-duration  medical
treatment, and short-term
courses in Indlan languag-
es, music, art and cralt. it
is granted for 30 davs with
multiple entries.

V-2 Visa is immended for
longer-duration visits, with
a validity of one vear, five
yvears, or 10 years. It covers
the activities permissible
under V-1 and mountai-
neering.

The Medical Visa frame
work retains separate pro-
visions for treatment un-
der conventonal and
AYUSH systems. M-l Visa
covers medical treatment,
while the M-3 Visa covers
treatment under AYUSH
systems, M1 and M3 Visas,
including their evisa var
lants, will be granted for
one vear as a default op-
tion with multiple entries.
Corresponding medical at-
tendant visa provisions are
also available

YouTlube Homework
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Terrorists fire at jawans in J

Three CRPF personnel injured in attack from close range at a Kulgam checkpoint: one in critical condition; co
attack as a ‘cowardly act, Licutenant-Governor says security forces have been given ‘free hand' to crack down «

Peerzada Ashig
SRINAGAR

hree CRPF person-

nel were injured in

a terrorist artack in
Kulgam in south Kashmir
on Wednesday, a day when
Jammu and Kashmir Lieu
tenant-Governor  Manoj
Sinha was scheduled to at-
tend an event in the
district.

The incident took place
around 2.15 p.m. when ter-
rorists opened fire from a
close range at Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF)
personnel who were man-
ning a checkpoint in Kul-
gam, officials said.

Officials said security
agencies were investigatng
whether the terrorists
came on a motorcycle or in
any other vehicle to the at-
tack spot. The area sur
rounding the attack site is
being searched for clues to
track the attackers.

Security was further
heightened in south Kash-
mir after the attack.

Three hospitalised

The three CRPF personnel
who suffered bullet inju-
ries were from 46 Battalion
and have been identified as
constable Rakesh Dass, a
resident of Assam; consta-

On h”jh Security has been heightened in south Kashmir alter the terrorist attack

alert

llp‘d response: ‘;m'urm personnel stationed near thv CRPF
checkpoint in Kulgam after the terrorist attack on the jawans

on Wednesday. AN

ble Santosh Chandru, a re-
sident of West Bengal; and
head constable Somveer
Singh, a resident of Mad-
hya Pradesh. They were
shifted o a hospital in
nearby Anantnag district.

Officials said one of the
critically injured was then
airlifted to Srinagar’s Bada-
mibagh Army Hospital for
specialised treatment.

Lieutenant-Governor
Sinha, who visited the in-
jured jawan in Srinagar,
condemned the attack and
said it was a cowardly act
of terror.

He assured the people
that those responsible will
be hunted down and
brought to justice. The se-
curity forces have been gi-
ven a free hand to crack
down on terrorists, he
said. Mr. Sinha reviewed
the security situation with
senior ofhcials at Lok Bha-
van, Srinagar.

Earlier in the day, Mr.
Sinha inaugurated the
Veshow Festival in Kulgam
as scheduled, and ad-
dressed a gathering of lo-
cals and officials.

“The festival has

which came on the same day J&K Lieutenant-Governor Manoj Sinha
was scheduled to attend a function in Kulgam district

8 njured CRPF Personme
were from the 46 Battalion

® Search on for clues to
track the attackers

‘mning the
(eITorists

The CRPF jowans ""’“(;;' (LADAKH
WESE MANNVG 0 STreef in 0
Kwigom aistrict, obout
75 km from Srinagar, o
when the ottock took
ploce oround .15 p.m. ©

® The irpured were identdied 35 Head
Constable Somveer Singh from Madhya
Pracesh, Constable Rakesh Dass

from Assam, and Constable Santosh
Chandru from West Bengal

8 Agencies lookng into
how terrorists reached
the sttack spot

® One jawan airlifted to Srinagar's
Badamibagh Army Hospital for

specialised trepment of critical njury

The ares has witnessed mudtiple terror incidents recently, including
the killing of two migrant labourers in Kulgam and the shooting of a

police constable in neighbounng Anantnag, both in July this year

emerged as a symbol of the
intellectual, lllcmr) and
cultural consciousness of
J&K. The district repre-
sents a unique cultural tra-
dition where spirituality,
creativity, nature and hu-
manity have long coexisted
in harmony,” said Mr. Sin-
ha, who also highlighted
the influence of the Rishi-
Sufi tradition on the
region.

The BJP condemned the
attack. “Such acts of terro-
rism are aimed at disturb-
ing peace and security in
J&K and will never succeed

in undermining the resolve
of the nation. Those res
ponsible for the attack
need to be identifed and
brought to justice. Terro-
rism and violence have no
place in a peaceful socke-
ty,” BIP spokesman Sajid
Yousuf Shah said,

The area has witnessed
multiple terror incidents
recently, including the kill-
ing of two labourers from
Chhattisgarh at a brick kiln
in Kulgam and the shoot-
ing of a police constable in
neighbouring Anantnag,
both in July.
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Karnataka files plea against

quashing of SC/ST quota hike

resc

-~

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Karnataka go-
T vernment has filed
a Special Leave Pe-

tition (SLP) in the Supreme
Court challenging the Kar-
nataka High Court’s deci-
sion to quash the increase
in reservation for Sche-
duled Castes (SCs) from
15% to 17% and Scheduled
Tribes (STs) from 3% to 7%.
The State government,
through a Government Or-
der dated October 27, ap-
proved filing of the SLP.
On October 12, the High
Court quashed the higher
quota for SCs and STs, rul-
ing that the enhancement
was “constitutionally im-
permissible” as it took Kar-
nataka's total reservation

I'h¢ Special Leave Petition ghallenges the HC decision, which ruled that the enhancement of

yreached the 50% cap imposed by the top court in 1992

Karnataka has filed a plea in the Supreme Court challenging
the HC decision to quash the increase in SC/ST reservation

® The increase in the quota to 17% for SCs
and 7% for STs was introduced through
the Karnataka SC and ST Actl 2%2

® The High Court struck down the
enhancement as it took the total

reservation in the State to 56%

& The CMO said the government would
urge the Centre to include the legisiation
in the Constitution's 9th Schedule

to 56%, breaching the 50%
cap imposed by the Su-
preme Court in 1992.

The State’s reservation
matrix provides 15% to
SCs, 3% to STs, and 32% to
OBCs, taking the total to
50%. The enhancement

was brought through the
Karnataka Scheduled

Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Reservation of
Seats in Educational Insti-
tutions and of Appoint-
ments or Posts in the Ser-
vices under the State) Act,
2022, following a recom-
mendation by a commis-
sion headed by retired
judge H.N. Nagamohan

Das. The High Court held
the legislation as ultra vires
and struck down Sections
3 and 4 of the Act.

A note from the Chief '.

Minister's Office on Wed-
nesday said that the Con-
gress government would
continue to pursue the
matter with the Centre to
have the legislation includ-
ed in the 9th Schedule of
the Constitution.

It said that when the go-
vernment allowed recruit-
ment for 56,432 posts in
February, 2026, it protect-
ed the 6% reservation for
SC/STs under the backlog.
On December 18, 2025, a
resolution was moved in
the legislature to urge the
Centre to insert the legisla-
tion in the 9th Schedule, it
added.
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Navi Mumbai recognised
as India’s cleanest city in
latest Swachh Survekshan

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Navi Mumbai has been ad-
judged the cleanest city in
India during Swachh Sur-
vekshan 2025-26, while
Gujarat’s Surat was second
and Vijayawada in Andhra
Pradesh finished third.

The awards for the latest
edition of the cleanliness
surveys carried out by the
Centre were presented by
President Droupadi Mur-
mu at an event held here
on Wednesday.

Among cities with a
population between three
lakh and 10 lakh, Madhya
Pradesh’s Ujjain emerged
as the cleanest urban
centre, followed by the Un-
ion Territory of Chandi-
garh along with Guntur in
Andhra Pradesh.

Indore, which had been
ranked the cleanest city in
the country for the past
eight vears, did not figure
among the toppers this
Vear.

Rewa, another city in
Madhya Pradesh, emerged
as the cleanest riverfront
town, followed by Bilaspur
(Chhattisgarh) and Varana-

Aj
)

i

President Droupadi Murmu presenting awards during the Swachh
Survekshan 2025-26 programme in New Delhs on Wednesday, P

si (Uttar Pradesh) in se
cond and third place,
respectively.

In the 10 lakh-plus pop-
ulation category, Greater
Visakhapatnam emerged
as the cleanest city, fol-
lowed by Jabalpur and
Lucknow.

According to the Union
Housing and Urban Affairs
Ministry, in the Swachh
Coastal Town category, Pu-
ri in Odisha was ranked
first, followed by Kerala's
Alappuzha and Maharash-
tra's Ratnagiri.

Rudrapur, in Uttarak-
hand, emerged as the
cleanest Himalayan city,
while Jammu secured the
second position.

Last vear, Indore had
topped the league, fol-
lowed by Surat and Navi
Mumbai. Jaipur was recog-
nised as the cleanest city in
Rajasthan, while Gwalior
received the distinction in
Madhya Pradesh.

Swachh Survekshan is
Swacch Bharat Mission-Ur-
ban's flagship cleanliness
assessment, with the goal
of improving urban sanita-
tion, hygiene, and waste
management. Over 4,751
cities participated in the
latest edition. Swachh Sur-
vekshan made several key
enhancements for the
2025-26 awards, including
greater emphasis on citi-
zen feedback.
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BJP to mark birth annive

Iy of

=

rsa Mund

with special programmes across the country

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Bharativa Janata Party
will celebrate __lanijativa
Gaurav Divas from Novem:-
ber 11 to 18, organising over
1,000 programmes across
240 tribal-dominated dis-
tricts and 568 Assembly
constituencies to mark the
birth anniversary of Bhag-
wan Birsa Munda.

BJP national general se-
cretary and Lok Sabha
member Gajendra Patel
said on Wednesday that
the special week-long in-
itiative will highlight the
positive transformations in

the lives of tribal and Adi-
vasi communities.
Bhagwan Birsa Munda
was born on November 15,
1875, in Ulihatu village,
Khunti district, Jharkhand.

‘Fought the British’
“At that time, the British
subjected the tribal com-

munity to various forms of

oppression over issues re-
lating to land and religious
conversion. Young Birsa
Munda fought against the
British in resistance to
these atrocities. At the
young age of just 25, he be-
came revered as Bhag-
wan,” he said.

The initiative will
highlight the positive
transformations in
the lives of tribal and

Adivasi communities

“He advocated abstain-
ing from intoxicants, pro-
tecting one’s religion and
culture, and hghting for
land rights. Through this
struggle, he secured a
place of honour for the
Adivasi community across
the country. He led the Ul-
gulan that he initiated as a
great revolution. He gave
the slogan, ‘Abua Dishum,

Abua Raj’, meaning 'Our
Country, Our Rule'. On
June 9, 1900, at the young
age of just 25, the British
poisoned him to death in
Ranchi Jail,” he added.

Other leaders

The senior BJP leader re-
counted the contributions
of other prominent tribal
revolutionaries, including
Tilka Manjhi, Sidhu-Kan-
hu, Chand-Bhairav, Phulo-
Jhano, Shaheed Veer Na-
ravan Singh, Telangana
Kharia, Budhu Bhagat,
Tantya Mama Bhil, Rani
Durgavati, Alluri Sitarama
Raju, Komaram Bheem,

and Rani Gaidinliu.

The BJP leader noted
that the Union Govern-
ment declared November
15 as Janjativa Gaurav Divas
in 2021. “Under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, Droupadi
Murmu became the coun-
try’s first tribal President in
2022." he said.

He also highlighted key
initiatives of the Narendra
Modi-led government and
cited tribal welfare spend-
ing and political represen-
tation, and accused pre-
vious Congress
governments of neglecting
tribal communities.
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Cabinet nod for ¥3,230-crore
museum project in New Delhi

Spread across 178 lakh square metres in the iconic North and South Blocks, proposed museum
will combine immersive galleries, conservation facilides, landscaping, and digital experiences

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Cabinet Com-
T mittee on Econom-
ic Affairs, chaired

by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, on Wednesday,
approved a ¥3,230-crore
project to develop the Yuge
Yugeen Bharat Museum in
the histun'u—ﬂwdv—ard
Soutfy Block in Ne i

The proposal was ap-
praised by the Public In-
vestment Board on July 27,
2026, and the Ministry of
Culture has concurred
with its recommendations.

The museum, an-
nounced by the Prime Mi-
nister on May 18, 2023, will
showcase India’s civilisa
tional journey and its tangi-
ble and intangible cultural
heritage.

It will be developed by
adaptively reusing the his-
toric North and South
Block Complex, preserving
their architectural charac-
ter and heritage signifi
cance while transforming
them into a public cultural
institution.

Spread over a proposed
built-up area of approxi-
mately 1,78,509 square
metres, the museum will
integrate  contemporary

Around 1.8 milson objects from other museums and private
collections have been identified for display. FiLE PMOTO

MUSELm practices, immer-
sive technologies and visi-
tor-centric interpretation.
It will be the largest display
area in the world, accord-
ing to an official statement
issued after the CCEA
meeting.

Phased implementation
The project will be imple-
mented in phases between
the 2026-27 and 2030-31 -
nancial years. The first gal
lery, on the theme of
adormment, is expected to
open to the public in North
Block in the latter half of
2027,

It will present India’s ci
vilisational journey

through curated thematic
galleries, exhibitions and
interpretation of its diverse
cultural traditions, know
ledge  systems,  artistic
practices and heritage.

The project encompass-
es gallery development,
collection storage and con-
servation facilities, visitor
amenities, integration of
technologies and immer-
sive experiences, land-
scaping, intelligent build
ing systems and associated
infrastructure.

“The historic North and
South Block buildings, fol-

lowing the relocation of

Government offices, pro
vide a unique opportunity

for thedr adaptive reuse for
a significant public cultural
purpose, The project seeks
to preserve the architectu-
ral and heritage character
of these iconic buildings
while giving them a new in-
stitutional role,” the state-
ment said.

Around 1.8 million ob-
jects have been identified
for display from the Na
tional Museum and other
museums under the Cultu-
ral Ministry, 52 Archaeo-
logical Survey of India
(AS]) site museums, State
museums and private col-

lections, the statement
said,
Other galleries

Other proposed galleries
are being developed on
themes such as architec-
ture and cityscapes, math-
ematics and astronomy,
languages and scripts, faith
and spirituality, Bharat
Connects Trade and
Ideas, among others,

“As a public cultural and
educational institution, it
will provide opportunities
for learning, research, cul-
tural engagement and ap-
preciation of civilisational
heritage. A fixed benefici-
ary count is not applicable
to this project,” it said.
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Turning battery waste into strategic mineral

n his concluding remarks at the 18th BRICS

Summit in New Delhi on September 13, 2026,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi warmed
against the “weaponisation of technology and
critical minerals™, His remarks assume
significance amid rising global demand for critical
minerals such as lithium, nickel and cobalt. As
transport and other energy-intensive sectors
increasingly shift towards electrification, the
demand for electricity, lithium-ion batteries and
electrical conductors is also growing.

Their ores are either scarce or their supply
chains geographically concentrated, leaving these
critical minerals vulnerable 1o geopaolitical
tensions, resource nationalism, trade restrictions
and other disruptions. China currently dominates
critical mineral processing. For India, which is
heavily dependent on imports, securing reliable
supplies has therelore become a strategic
prionty.

L
Shyvamasis Das

Fellow st the Centre
for Soclal and
Lconomic Progress

A resource closer to home
The Government of India is pursuing
international parterships and domestic
exploration to secure critical mineral supplies, It
must also tap a growing resource avallable in its
backyard: minerals recovered through recycling.
End-of-life (EoL) hithium-ion batteries, which
contain economically valuable minerals, can be
treated either as waste or as a “waste-to-wealth”
resource. The opportunity is considerable if a
proper recycling system is put in place.,
India already uses lithium-fon batteries
extensively in mobile phones and other
electronic devices, Yet, when these products
reach EoL, thelr barteries often end up inlandfills 5 circular
or informal recycling channels run by batter
kabadiwalas. While the informal sector plays an . )
important role in waste management, its manual coononTy G
methods are often inefficient and unsafe. Material ~ help secure
recovery rates are reportedly just 10%-20%, India’s critical
compared with over 90°% in formal recycling mineral supplies

lacilities. Consequently, significant quantities of
critical-mineral-bearing e-waste continue to How
through informal channels. As India shifts
towards electric vehicles (EVs), can it afford 10
lose the economic value locked in these waste
streams?

With more than 8.7 million EVs running on
Indian roads by FY 2025-26, the volume of spent
batteries is expected to rise as numbers grow.
This should be viewed as a waste-management
challenge and resource security opportunity.

Analysis shows recycling could meet about 107%
to 12% of India’s lithium demand for EV battery
manulacturing. While this will not make India
sell-suthcient in minerals, recycled materials can
serve as a strategic secondary source alongside
mining and overseas sourcing. Recycling can also
help build India’s critical minerals processing
capability, which the country currently lacks,
while China has a stranglehold over critical
mineral processing.

India’s Battery Waste Management Rules, 2022,
provide an important foundation through
extended producer responsibility, but the
ecosystem needs to mature, The current low
volume of Eol batteries should not create
complacency. “Just in time” investment in
recyching facilities and Jogistics may not be
realistic; capacity needs to be planned ahead of
the expected surge in spent batteries. This creates
a business risk, as plants may operate below
optimal utilisation initially and face uncertainty
in generating enough revenue to cover financing
COSLS.,

The strategy to adopt

India therefore needs a holistic strategy. First,
recycled critical minerals should be incorporated
into strategic resource planning. The proposed
national critical mineral stockpile should include
a mandated share of recycled minerals, creating
predictable demand for domestic secondary

G Y

resources and encouraging recyclers to recover
minerals rather than produce only the
intermediate product known as black mass.

Second, industry and research labs should
intensify research and development in mineral
recycling technologies. Diverse battery
chemistries make recovery challenging and
recycling economics can be unattractive,
Technologies delivering higher mineral recovery
and purity with no environmental impact will be
critical,

Third, India needs standards for battery
characterisation, recycled mineral quality and
second-life applications, supported by testing
infrastructure and a “design for repurposing and
recycling” approach at the manufacturing stage.

Fourth, retired-hattery collection must become
easier for EV users. EV manufacturers and their
dealer and service networks should offer
remunerating take-back or buy-back options.
Without active aam aadmi participation, scaling a
circular economy will be difhcult,

Finally, battery recyclers need patient capital
to establish facilities with long gestation periods.
The opportunity is signibcant, but battery
recycling is not an immediate windfall for

Preparing for the battery surge

India should not wait for millions of retired EV
batteries to accumulate before deciding what to
do with them. The country is still early enough in
its EV transition to bulld circularity into the
system. Done well, battery recycling can turn an
EolL liability into a domestic resource, create a
new Industrial ecosystem and provide a modest
but meaningful buffer against critical mineral
supply shocks, The EV revolution should not end
when a battery leaves a vehicle. That is where
India’s circular-economy opportunity begins.

The wews expwrssed are persomal

YouTlube Homework
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VISTAR: India’s radical shift towards a real-time,
cutting-edge technology-driven statistical system

EAPLAINER

India’s starszical require
ments have outgrown the
cosveenional survey-basad
archiecture, requiring a
more scientific and techno-
logical architecture to bet:
ter capture key perfor
mance dicmors of the
economy, even as & should
avoidd the growing risks of
symhetic data.

Seeking to move othical
dana collecrion beyvond pe
rlodic surveys and admi
mistrative records, the VIS
TAR or Viksit Hharst
Instiatrve  for  Statistical
Translormacion, Analytics
& Rescarch s a magor over
haul of Indsa'’s official sta-
seical system @ the
Centre and State levels us-
Ing Emeroperable datasets,
bridging data gaps and
petieratiog timely, reliabie
socwoeconomec indicators
for evidence-hasand
policymaking.

Essential upgrades
An evomomy a5 large and
diverse a5 India newds
temely, comparable and
suthoently granular data
and & Is a challenge for the
policymakers, who view
theat the sucoess of & stalis-
tical system will depend as
much on &ta quality, insti-
pationad coordimation and
statistical Independence as
on  artificial  ineelligence
LAL

For an economy aspir-
ing to become a developed
nathon by 2047, the statist-
cal Mind spots could tran-
slate o costly pobicy mis-
takes, misdirected
investmenes and Inefiec
tive wedtare schemes.,

Approved by the Union
Cabinet for 200627 1w
2000-31, VISTAR, with an
outkry of 84,370 croee, s

Read datas VSTAR must bring officiyl estimates closer 90 readiny
thas maleng really apesr Corr %0 eStamates. GETTY IMAGESASTOO:

designed 10 create 3 dy-
namic, reaktime and fu-
ture-reacly  statistical sys-
tem that seeks o ensuare
greater daca granularity, In
teroperabilty  and Al
ressdiness.

Is VISTAR differemt?
India's statistical system
his  traditiosally  relied
more on periodic sample
surveys, census an other
records. The Natomal Sta
tistical Othee, the Central
Staistical  Osganisagion
anxl the National Sample
Survey Orgamsation have
played roles m generating
namiomal accounts, employ-
ment, consumpoon, in
dusrrial production  and
other economic mBcatons,
Although these entities

provided  a  substantal
foundation,  lmitations
were In capeuring the rapid

structural changes in the
ECOnImYy.

India's National Seatisti-
cal Commission nself had
idemtified credibiley, time-
liness, Gt g and coor.

dinstion  as  systesnx
weak nesears
Information asymmetry

wihin  penodic  survey
rounds and fragmentagion

of conventional adminis-
trative  databases  across
the ministnes and states

stymied their efficacy,

The Increasing smpor-
tance of services, dgital
businesses and the infor
mal econoayy has further
compic ated
measurement.

Displaying a2 tectonic
shift, VISTAR combines
conventional surveys with
Muernative data  sources,
indudeg  mobilephone,
scanner and e-<commerce
dea. Al and machine
learning (ML) will increas-
ingly support data process:
ing. vahdation )
arsahvsis

Highlighting the scalle of
expansion, the Ministry of
Stakstics and Programme
Implementation or MoSPl
proposes  conducting 59
surveys during the Mith Fi-
nance Commmsson cycle,
agalnst 43 major surveys in
the previous cycle,

Transformative pillars
Aernative  dataset  will
supplement  conventional
surveys, potentially reduc
ing respondemt  burden
anl mnproving the fre-
quency of information,

Ik Is proposed 1o be
done through expanded
surveys, end-o-end digital
isation, methodological re-
search and the imegration
of Al amnd ML .

Addressing the uneven
statistical capabilities
wress States and Usiom
Termones, VESTAR mam-
dates financial and techmi-
cal assistance o be linked
10 measurable owrcomes
which, = urn, is slmed o
improving Eseect-level es-
timastes  of esplovment,
household  consumption
and unmcorporated enter-
prises  theough  surveys
such as PLFS, HCES and
ASLISE

It will also support State
and district GDP (gross
domestic  product)  esol
mates and the stare level
industrial producton
indices

The proposed eghth
Economic Census will oov
e nonlarm  establish
ments and (heir workers
down w the Gram Pam-
charyat and municpal ward
levels.

It will prowide the foumn-
darion for & Nathoesal Statis-
tical Business  Register
(SBRY, enabling  better
Memihcation of enterpris
es, particulardy in the unor-
ganised sector, posentially
improving the estamates of
contribation of  informal
ecomoay 0 GDP.

Under the support for
statistical  szrengthening
(S55)  componem, the
Centre will provide fumchs
to help tramsform the sta-
tistical capabilities of
Seares and Unlon Terrieo
ries via a redesined, deliv
evabde-Tekad framework,

Value addition
VISTAR'S magor contriba-
tlon will be a radical trans-
formation  of measuring
the economy throagh a
maore contimons and inter -
connected stactstical archi-
tecture to gve an evidence
hased understandeg of In
dia's soonomic realities
District-bevel  employ-
ment and consemption da-

1a help idenciy the region
al statisical disparities chat
the  natoesal  averages
conceal.

Comprehensve  enter-
prise dana helps in making
robusz credit policies, o
frastroc e plansieg and
wellline Lergeting.

Capturing the contriba-
thon of services and the =
formal businesses, which
the conventional industrial
indicaors often miss, gives
the policymakers a broad-
er canvass while drawing
the sketch of economic
pobcies.

Interoperabiliny  will
greatly help investors, re
searchers and businesses,
benefiting from  harmo
nised definitions, data ca
takoguing, machine reada
ble formats and Commeon
sharing protocols, which
brgely avond  duplication
and Inconsistency among
sovereign databases.

VISTAR builds on earlier
digital reforms than replac-
ing them and it consol-
dates the computer-assist
ed surveys, eSIGMA
platfiorm and existing &ite
bases, which have already
improved Eata guaality and
collection, into a broader
mstutional framework

The challenges
Mobsle-phone records, e
commerce  transactons
and scanner data may
asymmetrically  capture
digitally connected con
SUImeTs and formal
busmesses.

Selection bias and ds-
tortlon In estimates could
creep m as ahernative dna
newd not necessarily be re
pwnt.mw thus reguir-
g appropriate statistical
adjustments.

Integrating  databases
across  Ministries and
SLates  reguares  Common
definitions, consestent s
sthcations and reliable da-

tasharing models. Var
Lance In stare leved
mfrastrocture, manpower
and sechnical capabilities
could undermine the
comparabdiry.

Apprehensions are on
privacy,  comBdestialiny
and cybersecurity due 1o
greater  dependence  on
digital Information, hence
statistical agencles must
ensure Kentity protection
for individuals and
enterprises,

Independem vabdanon
becomes crucial due 1o the
possible Al generated o
roes, algorchmic blas and
madegquate  transparency
n mpomated processmg.

Statetical  algorithms,
mathematical models or
AML techniques - which
penerate synibetic data -
may reproduce the pat-
terms,  relatorsdups  and
distributions in acrual da
tasets without necessarily
reproducing criginad

The Centres funding
must translage Into trained
statisticians, robust field
mfrastracture and instine
tional acoountability, even
as preserving the profes-
soml  independence  of
statistical agencies is also

Testing grosund
VISTAR's efhiciency will be
tested against how acow
rately It reflects the eco
nomic and soclal realicies,
mphing the the ou-
comes produced cam be
trusted and emmployed with
conhdence so that It be
comes the bedrock of Vik-
st Bhaarat’s ambithons.
Technological sophists-
cation should not mask sty
tistical schenoicity.
VISTAR shoudd bring of
Icidd estmates closer o
reality, than making reality
appesr closer o the ests
mates.
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VISTAR (Viksit Bharat Initiative for Statistical Transformation,
Analytics & Research) ¥ "L hi @w Central
Sector Scheme) 2, fSraant 329 291 it anferamfia aiferhia gomedi
(official statistical system) 3l 3TTefHeE, g 3R fEret-2re9 sAMT 81 51

4HEd (Union Cabinet) ff 4 7% 2026,#1 ¥4,371.10 TS F vy
) F
RIS R E UK

we fa=or (Key Highlights)

9 9™ (Full Form). Viksit Bharat Initiative for Statistical \
Transformation, Analytics & Researchl ‘\\ 06&
ATSe HATAE. 36 Hifegeh! 3 HTAsHH F1I-a9- HA1d (Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation - MoSPI) ST Fﬂ"[\ﬁlﬁﬂ STTET|
3rafer 3 a2, T8 Iier 5 ara (fam ad 2026-27 & 2030-31 @) & feu 2,
for/ T %4,371.10 F0g @ faFu smam)

A& (Vision). 39 'Tahfaa RA 2047' (Viksit Bharat 2047) & fa=i9 & 919
STIST I @ ek it T (policy-making) & foru adie, It (granular)
IR FIe-213H S21 3UaieH & Hehl

VISTAR & 3 aH e 9 (3 Major Components)

TR A 39 G AT b o1 g fewi | e 2:

STUe HiReTehtT §aTei (Comprehensive Statistical Operations).
39 ded 169 fore ST % 95k § Gaequn i HEAT i 43 ° T
59 FaeT ST 27 39T 1 & YT 3 FrsT o o
afskar =i fefetes s smom)

U1 1 BIREThIT T ( Support for Statistical Strengthening
- SSS 2.0). T=AT 3R 63 T o9 i e T (district-level)
3 2 9l F G i (I™ GDP, AU 3 @9d) IR
T o foru foreftar 3l qariehT Teg <t sy

AT AT ST (8th Economic Census). ST & 91g
fHeTeRt I d=rEd SR ITEd 918 T deh TR-hiY JfdBHI (non-farm
establishments) 3 399 19 HTH ATeA AN hT 22T SICHET ST
9 JET3T & (unorganised sector) T GDP H @&l e qaT
el HHI|




Hgcaqul 72d

THIST-USA HTATIHT ohT ZEAHT (Use of Cutting-Edge Technology)

Al 3T 93 AT (Al & ML). 2T =ht TG, ST (validation) 371

Ry 1 A S AfR-f ST 3 for snfERbRTe S st wef
AT 3T I9FIT faham o)

Jeh{cdeh 221 |19 (Alternative Data Sources). TRTNER &N 9T fA3TaT
FH T F %Qfﬁ?ﬂgaqa?@a fea ST &R é-aﬁ'mﬁ (e-commerce)
oG St forT S2T %1 3EamTe fohaT SiTem|

au TfedeR He\tlchidv (New Economic Indicators). AT &5 3T ETied ST
st ifafarferat =6t a6 forg BeesT 29 ST wfaes Tgd SiE Y
gerehish & foU Sy

FATHISIAST 3R I:’:ETEDI&?T (Interoperability & Privacy). HAAT-HAT
LRI a9 o S21ed &l 399 | Gﬁ?,T (harmonised) STTEIT 3T 'Hﬁa'Fﬁ
a1 fSS8 (Privacy by Design) %ﬂgﬁmﬂﬂﬁ%%ﬁwgﬁﬁﬁiﬁ
STt
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Russia, Ukraine agree to exchange prisoners as peace talks conclude

Associated Press
ABL DA

Russia and Ukraine agreed
1o a large exchange of pri-
somers of war (POWs), both
sides sabd on Wednesday
& two dins of US.-mediat-
ed alks concluded, but
they announced no magor
breakthrough on ending
the conflsct that began af-
ter Moscow’s full-scale in
vasion nearly hve vears
0.

Hopes had been low for
any signihcam  develop-
ment in the hirst meeting in
nine months between the
dedegations.

Russia and Ukraine have
from time 1o time swapped

POWs but have remained
far apart in thelr demands
for acoepting a peace
settlement.

US. officials iy they are
determined 1w revive
Washingron's peace efforts
which so far have [ailed 10
dediver significant resuls

As well as postwar se
curity guaramees lor both
countries, other key hur
(es for negotiatars are the
late of Russian-occupied
Ukrainian territory and
what role European coun
tries will play In an even-
tual setthement

The session was the first
such meeting since Febru-
ary on Russia’s Invasion,
which analysts and hu-

manitarian  onganisations
say has kiled hundreds of
thousands of soldiers and
thousands ol civilians.

The talks lasted for just
under two bours on Wed
pesday, after a lour-hour
session the previous day.

“One of the pasitives is
we agreed that we're going
1o have the biggzest bhuman-
itarian redease of prison
ers, which we're going to
nalise  the numbers
tomorrow,”  sad  Jared
Kushner, US. Presdent
Donald Trump's son-in
law, after the talks in Abu
Dhabd endexd.

Viadimir Medinsky, the
head of the Russian delega
tion, and Rustem Umerov,

U.S. envoy Jared Kushner speakes at a brieling durng ULS.-mediated
talks between Russia and Ukraing, in Abu Dhals on Wednesday.

who led Kyiv's contingent,
confirmed the plhnned
POW exchange, although
Mr. Medinsky noted that
the agreement was “in

principie”

Alexander Zocin, a de
puty chief of the General
Statt’s indformation depart
ment who attended the

talks, told Russian state TV
that it would be one of the
biggest such swaps follow
g the L0000 soldiers re-
turned home st year. The
btest exchange could take
place in the pext two or
three weeks, e sail.

Mr. Kushner said he and
LS, envoy Steve Witkof
will travel 10 Moscow on
Thursday to meet with Pre-
sident Viadimir Putin, then
fly o Dublin, Ireland, 1o
meet with Ukrainian Presi-
dent Vododymyr
Zelenskyy

Mr. Umerow sald Kyviv's
delegation was expected to
meet Rter Wednesday with
represemtatives of Buro
pean governments, the Eu-

) Vreung- Cugsien PWW

2 A\ APV &L

ropean Union and NATO
who were in the capital of
the United Arab Emirates
but did not attend the
three-way talks

Mascow does not wam
European countries,
which are concerned
about Russia‘s conduct and
broader intentions on the
comtinent, imvalved in the
direct negotiations.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmicry Peskov said Euro-
pean representatives could
eventually join peace talks,
but he sald thelr currem
statements “don’t Indicate
any desire on their part to
contribute 10 movement
along the path toward
peace.”

YouTlube Homework

» Gaza peace Plan
» Mecca Pact
» BADR Pact
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Climate crisis is
outrunning us, UN
chief warns COP31 s

» UNFCCC

Reuters
ANTALYA

UN Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres told world
leaders at the COP31 sum-
mit in Turkiye on Wednes-
day that the slow interna-
tional response to climate
change had placed the
world on a path to destruc-
tion, and that fast action is
needed to avert it.

His comments set the
tone for two days of rapid-
fire speeches by world
leaders at the UN confe-
rence on Turkive's Medi-
terranean coast. The sum-
mit opened on Monday.

“The brutal truth is that
the climate crisis is outrun-
ning us. This is the path to
mutually assured destruc-

Antonio Guterres

tion,” Mr. Guterres said,
pointing to rising emis-
sions, global temperatures
and worsening climate-dri-
ven disasters.

“But science is not tell-
ing us to surrender. It is
telling us to fight harder,”
he said. “Fossil fuels must
go the way of the
dinosaurs.”
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