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Why is the Siang project contentious?

The peoposed Sang Upper Mokiparpese Progect In Arvrochal Prackesh Fes trggered protests by thie Adi commmumuits, whikh savs 3t esest S0 v ilbgacs wonk] e aiffecusd
27 of themn subenevgock: the gosermmment, boweyer, sans the project will sioee and regubee water, reduce lood risks and generate eonploviment foe the youth

EALAINLR
The story so fan
P oot Sty Lpper
Mudtiprpose Project SUMI Iy
Anrachad Pradesy has
erigperod peoecsts by the Ad

COMNTAMRY, A0 actnesss huve been
arreated of detabed sine (Xtober,
Procesting proups huwe rejecoed 1he Stae
povermment’s offer o hold tlks on
Noverniay 5,

What bs the SUMP project?
05 & propesed Sen on the Shaog - a8 the
is b in Aruracial
Iadhenhs < 30 T Dl by the Naononal
Iydeovdoctric Pomer Corporation INVEYC)
First Sectond & nutonud poogect
2008, its cxtimunied powes capacity o
Bxstwrrn 11,000 aned 11,200 MW, The
Deputy Chiiel Misister, howena Meis of
she BV, hac ated 2 dam begght of 230 o
200 aetres and abot 1.7 HBon culss
metres of Iive soeage, wioh rufers wo the
wsabde water in & Sam that can actually be
releasod, exchcdag the uosable dottors
iy,
Homwver, badb Bae an establidhed
PYOCRSS S0 AOroAing sach pecfeces
Coarmg naxch bmpr dams mvoloes
i apde st wuch a8 oowst and
coviroomental Cearnnoe from the Scate 2
well iy Central Government -comstt uted
capert gpeinal CormBtoos

What stage Is the progect at?
S0 bar, the project s only af the stage ol a
e ety Repent (FIR), belig
prvpeneed by NHIC, which s an early
md whether the progect can be bai
ey dso require 2 foll logect study
wih a year of baneline daga, a daen break
acvahnds and 3 dlseter marnigernent plan
Paronyg, Diose Dmse andd Ugpeng are

e ® ot —. o - —

Rakuing thelr voicer: The Adl commun sy perodsary agaeet the dam, i finghom vilage i» Uoer Usyg
Ot oF AraCh o Foade s U S Ao

penonyy (e sl omtilied S i,

Whaat does it proesice?
The Governmens savs i will sore and

regulate waser, oot fiood ridk in Arunachal
Pradesh and Assam, crese by Sor e
youth, aosd strengthen water 20d enorgy
U ey N Mot Buis s purwey 55
“sccondary” beoefit from the S

Why ate people pretcating?

A vilagers Sy chont ot beast 40 vilages
windd be atfeciod, of wihikch 37 woulkd be
submenged. They say this woslkd Sestroy
panddy Seddds and orange orchands, & il
ax aneentrd burul groands and
river-feked redetous pracoces. There ae
oo edbdections o the way sathockies are
pahering consent. Villazers allege that
pgraniues on Momorandda of
Cnderstanding lor the PIK weae oDt

__theough deod, pressure and theeats o
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Wbl wellare Densefits. The vk
reported] that 8 oopw of the Mt
roviewed descrides the curaeat s Doty
for e PFR studly alone and oot for the
dun,

Tensons have DOvertheless esCaliing,
wih clderly protesiors allopodiy being
Rethichurped on Octotwr 4, yurayg 4
Actvises were arresnod under the State™
usdavful activities baw oo October 4 A
murch 3 Moighat, & stgjor sown and the
headguarrters of the East Stng St oo
Ocnaber 23, turned viokers, snd NITC
[reTESes ware st on foe,

What is the govermment's raticenle?
Rejectiog alks, orwe youth keader, quoted
by The Nomls, saad that descambon
cannet happen “while theey are polntieg
pam aten,” The Al bave also proposed
hrrmalogg seraler tibarcar bos lrstead

_ China's planned Medog dam npeereas,
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reporied af €0,000 MW, & coed o the
sy iy iver, Mr, Mot sires that @w Medog

- dum b balk for power genetradon, with
- abons 55 Inlion cuhie mwtres of storage,

SUMPFs Larger sxoeage cagaciy, he arpaes,
could aushikon sudden upstreanm rebeases
Some Vil ok iy they ool Dear
e Cont of the Centre's failire Lo sexure &
walet teey with China,

What i the backdrop of hydropawer
n Arussachal Pradoedy?

The Stace han Jong bevs soen a5 IndSa's
Mydropaower froatier, The Mnde repors
et & wintan policies Wy the State
sizned M3 Ty opowet adsecmiends in Oy
Rt 2000%, speming up B rivers, and
ol neves 200k off An ceher
vevarveimatal sceusrenst bewd fos 3
5750 MW “Sege- 11 Stargg Uy pwoiee)
shoas i the Mea bus exboed n ceher
formm Sor yvars

1hwve States weapon lsed] water?

Veu, though rarely o a stndalone cave
of wawr. A 2008 Conena Gradeace st iie
sty motes thant water s Jorgt boon useyd
i con it Tor Bstance by Hoodieg
eough Setroved darres, and e sone
scholiery say upoloeam states roarspulse
Horars 0o pressare Jowisoreom
neghboars.

Erhoepia s Gramd ErMopn
Remsrmsance Pam on the [See Nile,
foresally wonparated (n 2005, Ius bewn
condestod by Sonstream Egvpe and
Suka Sor ovey 2 decade. The two
voureres Baeoe songhe hindieg rules oo
Prw the reservolr s Sled and operated,
ough po agreemaent has boon roschod.

Al home, the Indon Wasers Teoany
CI9GAN garve Dondin thee easderm 1ivers umd
Pakata the wontemn coee. Afir the Apeil
2025 Pabadenm atunck, badie placed It “in
aboyance™. A Congt of Arteteation naled
nanimously oo Acgust 18, 2005, thee the
mreacy o In force and abevance s
womithobasd Homesey ol Sus stanes)
thent It does not peconise that ooar,
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Peerzada Ashig

- The story so far:

I he Lieutenam Governor-Jed

; administration of Ladakh bus
anpounced back-to back

|_ clections in the Undon Territory

’ (LLT). The threetier polls ~ hill councils,

| panchavat and munsapal elections — will

~ be hedd in the next one montis White the

* panchavat and maunscipal elections are

: shaed for November 21, the hill counscs)

- elections will be held on December 4.

- Ladakhiis a U.T. without a legislature,

: So, these polls are key to provide

f platforms o public representatives inthe

| peghon, However, the short window

| pronided by the State Election

| Commission (SEC) s likely to make it hard

' for policical parties to dian the course for

! their campaigning and enter into possible

A .

5

i

; How are these elections different?
Previously, Ladakh operated wirh only

| two hill development councils - the
~Ladukh Ausonomous Hill Development

Counetl (LAHDC) in Leh and LAHDC in
Kargll - which 1ogether covered 52
constitwencies, spit evenly with 26 in
each district. Howeser, the Ladakh
administration restructured the region’s
loca! povernumce by creating six new
districts and establishing dedicated hill
councils tor each of them,

As 2 result of this administrative
expansdan, the upooming local elections
will be held across 10O constituencies,
Each new district councd will now
comprise between seven and 24 clecied
members, down from the previous 26. In
a first, 36 of the 100 total LAHDC seats
have been reserved for wormen,

Meanwhile, Chief Secretary Ashish
Kundra assured that the neady formed hill
councils "would retaln all powers vesied
i thern under the existing e

What makes polls difficult in Ladakh?
Conducting elections in Ladakh conws
with logistical and geographical
challenges. The reglon, spread across
S50 square kilometres, has a sparse
population of just 2.74 Lakh. according to

Why did Ladakh groups decry
the announcement of polls?

Why did LAB and KDA seek the postponement of polls? What bed to the impasse in talks with the Centre?

- the 200 census.,

The region has 1.90 voters, accoeding
10 the Blection Comumbssion of Trlia (ECD
figures of 2025, So, the 100 constituencies
godng to voting will hueve an average 1900
VOlers per constituency.

Several vilages are locazed at alddes
as high 25 15,000 feet above the sea kew

heating and specialised boghstical support
to facilxate the poling.

local representatives has alreaxly
decided without a contest.
Out of 192 pamchaie -
sarpanches have alre 1 elected
unopposed, keaving held in
only 137 scats. Similarly, 1LI86 out of 1,428

panch candidaces were elocted
unopposed. ’Mfl 2 wards in the Leh

According to Mr. Kundra, a portion ‘.Y\

\

Municipal Councl will go 1o the polls,
four of the 17 wardls in the Kargll
Municipal Council .

their representatives unoppased.
Meanwhile, the Lacakh Chiel Secretary
has termed these elections as steps to
“strengrhening democratic Insttutons
and ensuring their early consthunon™,

Why have civil soclety groaps
questioned the polis?

Ladakh has two key civil society bodies -
Leh Apex Body (LAB) and Kargil
Democratic Allance (KDA), These badies,
which are amalgams of socio-politica and
relighous groups, have been negotiating
with the Centre over thedr core demands
of Statehood and Sixth Sghedule. Now,
both the bodies arg queiening the

year. Echoing this, Ladakh
Parliament IMP) Haji Haneefa
tenam Governor and the
State Election Commissioner (SEC) “0
corsider the region’s peographical and
climatic conditsons before scheduling

palis” and claimed that
winter could deprive mangy
thetr right 1o voge.

Mr. Lakrook alleged tgat thc.(.‘cntn‘

: &%0‘,‘0‘}* 15. e

“tor granted” and stated he suspected the
government “was up 1o some mischiel”
He also demanded that the governmendt
make public the judicial inquiry repoet

ineo the Seprember 2025 Leh violence
and ensure “justice [is] delivered to th
victims,” Four civilians died and ar

talks?

Since the violent uneest in
rounds of talks hanve been held
Lachakh and the Centre, which
constituted a High Powered

socicty groups of the region. |
dialogue has recently hit an |
In May this year, the Centre float
Wea of 7 asaoenised suil generis model™
10 meet the demands of the reghon and
special status under a special provision of
Artiche 371 On October 1S this year, &
team of the Mingstry of Home Atlairs
(MHA) presented a 22 page draft. Boyg
LAB and KD\ rejected i, terming g
departure from the earbier promge
Later, on October 17, Ladakh
Secretary Mr, Rundra resterated
Centre was committed 10 the prd
shaping the constitutional struct
culled for a discussion over the M
proposal. A proposed meeting on (
22 in New Delhi failed 1o take place
the Centre not dnvulging the reason
Mr. Lakrook stared thar they have
recelved no communication from

\Va ‘\ﬂ\‘\pﬂ .
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Deepavali pollution and how it aftects lung function and respiratory health

- AT A Lssa Johmson

1OAIC Sy A e onver

A the countsy Sollowiag the

| Dveperall wevkond. Doy

| Deer, many cines ace yet 5o fully

| povenvet feoan the effocss cmoed By

| the akr polhmon. Whae hapgens to
YOLR TespRtatony system when & &5

| exposad to hours of polhutess?

Even a Sew hoars of exposure 10

| Brecracies senolke G e cnough o

| IRRer coughing, whoevaang of
breathlessness, particularly In

| people living with asthuma or other

| respiratony condmoas. And the

| effeces are not Reslied 10 thise with

| an existing dognosas: high

L coneriranons of partioulate matier

| anx] gaves can biritate the alrways in

| amyane, s1y doctons

- What the smoke contains
Firexrackess release 2 mixtere of

| pollutanes, incducding sulpder

| dinvide, nktrogen axides, carbon

| onoade 23 partouiate maties.

| The sioe of ¢he partiches determsines

how deeply they traved o the

a2y

C\

TSP oY Sy

“Course particles sach o A0 are
Lirgely rappwd In the voe, Bwos
and Larger sirvways, while fixe
partiches wach as PMACLS can travel
Gecp Imo the uegs,” sans
Viallabhunen Viswasd o, sconior
CONAAN EVervenmonal
pesonologis, Apciio Specialny
Tcoprital, OMR, Chereul

R, Sndhar, senbor consoant,
itervergional pulmanciogy, MGM
Heaibeare, Chenna, explains that
the lurgs' namural Cearance
mechanims coomove somne Linger
partiches, ban M5 can reach the
Alveodl, the tiny air sacs wheye
acyen exchange takes pace
Litcafiose porsicies mury also enter the
Noodstream

Eves howet exposure o
concearated Srecracher sinobe can
uTHate the respaatory ract,
particularty in people with sensitive
alrways, sayy Dr. Viswambhar, “in
prople bvry with asthana o chonc
obstrucive pulmonary disease
OO, this men trigeer 20 200

exaotaton o an asthunas seack ™

Toung 8 ¥ §oCracoons Tel00ne 2 Tertar of poderanes, i Org Sl Aaude. N
eadm, cafen morvidde anvd partx sl matiar av o wun

Once mluled, polutants rresie
the abway fning and trigger
mdammateon. THhs can increase
muOs peodoction, urow the
alrways and make them more
senalinee.

M frrtation after short Serm
expoure is usually revenchile onoe
EXPOSANE 2o, Howeser, reconerny
may tabe longer if the airwass have

Jeoome nflaned of i the person has L

an wderiving cespindony cond oo,

Low wind speeds and
temperstare mersion can trp
pothumants chose 30 the ground,
alowing devated polhmioa levels to
persat bor several days after
frecracher e, s Scharc Natragan,
sersor corsultare, interventonal
pudmonology, SKN Prime Hospial,
Famaparam

Long tevm exposaare 1o Ane

ParThoukane iy and gases sach a8
nitrogen donide has been saociaed
with dechining hng fluncrion and a
higher axidenoe of deunk
tespizatory diseauns, including
COPD. Persistenr InfLmumanon <an
Ao leand to seructueal Changes in the
alrvays. Experts add that peclonged
FANGLNS 1Y COITitvase o
rinploesra and pulinonary fitvosls,
and crease the risk of lung canoer:

Whe is vulnerable?
Clildeen, older adulis and peopie
bviog widh beart or lusg comditions
are particudarly sssceeibie to
polution spdees. Oalldre’s ey are
il develioping, while hing function
and respuratony defence mevharnisss
¢ dechne with ape

Iregnast wones ace another
vulnerabie proug. Prodongsd
oposure 1o ar poiution during
pregrsancy has been assocuated with
scvense birth eutcomaoes, inclodeg
o berth wesghe and prevsasture
Dt Expeerts i) podng 10 poss ke
etiects oo materral and foetal health

Minkmisag exposure is the fast

S0P, EXpers advise ivodling mvas
whete froveachors are Beirg buew
a0l reducing oundoor activiies
when poliuton bevels are bigh 1
Somg outdoOrs is sereoddalile, 2
progerdy Smed NS mask can belp
filer G purticies.

Koeping windows closed during
severe polluton epoaodes and tsog
20 3% grifiey with 3 JEPA Iy, ¥
avallable, can also reduce Indooe
LS.

Experts also recommend avosdieg
Indooe sources of polheion svh as
smoking, iIncense and mosguino
oodlis.

Whale the Rags Cas redovey froes
muikd, short term irrxation after
AP slops, repeatod (r
profonged exposee can acockeriee
the dechoe in lung funcnon and
ooatribute 10 e ok respdratory
disease, Impeoving ostdoor ak
ualty and reducng exposere are
thercfore important oven after the

immediate Deepuaval poluton spike

s passed.

A !_a:_mr_.u\‘xwmrmt_u_ ‘o)
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IA' TUMRLE

CIAS T o
00 G 1% i Oxtober,
crossing the Re

serve ek of Inddla (KB s
upper Uaeshold for the
ArS! DEDE W1 TWO YPars

The Contrssed wpoch I
intlaoon, whte drven by
fond 2me! foed prices, has
now speead o nearly al
secuns, dona releassd by
the goser tanent 060 TRury
l’)‘, ‘f‘llmu’

The R Latpets an nfly-
ton e of 4% aith 2 com
fort band of 26 higher or
Kmvr than o

Inflaton a8 moansrod by
thw Consanmmy Price Index
IO Lot nonsend thin up
peor thrembold of 6% in O¢
W 2024, whem || Camw
ot G225 Retaf adfiston

mn the \ulll*\;'b.fnl!';'

e\

moorh s year was the
hghest sace then

The pew series of the
(71, with a base year of
2004, b secooral Sata
goes back 10 ondy Jasuars
2006, whach means a hes
torical analysls §s possibile
ooy up to that pors. With
o that, the Bdest data show
Elation aCToss Mot Cane
gurtes rose 1o seres hhs
m October

The data show that intla
tom In the food and by
apes catepory rose sharph
g0 RS% I (Xtodwr, the
hithest 0 the serien

Cougpled with the, ruing
et prkoes meant that in-
flation in the transpocct ¢a
tegy M rose 1o 5.8%, &
et s hidh

As a2 result of acovlerat
g Rod and  Iraspon
prices, inflstion in the res
e and accommoda

[A2]

Inflation in food rises 1o 8.5%; rising fuel taks
transport sector to 5.8%, highest in the ¥

&ctobey - %)
Q‘,. C0 Clrb > - bl@

Lt LA drooweed 8% i Ont 20 wWisn il cante i L N

e @;I ‘ig
45 w &
\\ W —

A \':::-_-_ t}‘f%@ _/_::—.-f
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o wrvices Catvpxy
jumped 10 101%, the G
time it has come m a8 dog
I lhgits I the ew siries,

Consemer dermands

“Athough  nfvtknr 10
mains predominanthy sup
NY-detven, SIPOnger o
sines dosand  pull
W il ed WiEh Sesthv e

son purciomes sy lave
asdded o price pressures,
rerforcing the BRIy docy
slon 1o catie 1he repe rate
by 2% bass ports to
SSON." Tyasiid Ghote, e
pomist of BrkEwoek K-
g v, referrimg o the
Monetary oy Commi-
sy dockdon & October
Apart from food amd

. du- d.su '.bwu. tha
!udl\

uulu)‘ v
COMINE e :
October 2006 - the highest
m s sers - rom 39%
e poevious oonthy

The ‘furmishings, house
hold equipmens, andd ros
tine bouselold mainte
nance” CAICROTY BN
Inflation quicken o0 39%
this Oceober, also a serics
high,

Inflation In the health
ratepxy qukkened o
LS N OCiodes 2006, the
highost slpoe bvowary, from
LAN In Sepeeminy

The ‘housing, water,
rlectricisy, gas and other
Nl caepxy saw Il
thoo of 2.9% In Ox tober, of
w0 e highess In thy s

——
sl P‘&, — Covdx »rv 3"’\(‘ T/

Retail inflation hits 6.1%, breaches RBI’s limit

Almost all categories hit series highs as inflation
crosses comfort band for Arst time I two years

.\A’(Oflk‘.' 1o Malan
Wi, Ol economist

e lood prvces could
further I the connieg

“The onpodng harvest
pevspects wil throw more
ight on how tood prices
bedarve.” M1, Sabeoants sakld

“Area under cultivation
Wits owver for rice, malee,
olbeeds, cotion and sugar
canc. it has alse been re
ported ot ks proda-
ton, cespeaally tur, coukd
e Jovewy this tase, whach
can lead e 2 spibe In
peices”

Other affected services

FEducation wesvioes m in-
fation toach e 4% L
for the first time m the new
series, anhlle Inflimon
the infoemation ad com

AUINKALN CRegy Mo

“

Inflation is mostly supply-driven; festive demand

10 3 seres fugh of 3.2% In
Oonobws An,

Recreathon, spocts, and
QUL Saw I lon rie o
Z.5% In Dcuoder X126, also
the highest In the sorses.

he only category thar
saw some redef i Octobey
was the broad ‘personal
care, sochil protecton amd
mnceBancous goods & ser
Woes” catepory, which saw
indathon exse %0 100%, the
bowest it bas beeny | the
new et of the €N

“The Ioest reoding
makes it increasiigdy Jih
Cult for the MPC 0o sty
holding rates unchanged at
1S el mewting [in Doy
berl, strengthening the b
el bood of another 25 b
sov- ot Bike ™ Mr, Ghate
sl

STRAINEDR mOUAIMOLDY
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Youlube Homework

» CPI
“» WPI
> PPI
> [IP
7 ICI

—>= ISP
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o T fied s (RBI) % f7w 4% (+£2%) %1 5818 &2 (inflation target) 2016 H 1@l
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o AT 2026 H G HETE 2 (CPI) TG 6.09% T g 1 2, fSmed RBI T 6% 1

T T O R e 2 o (/
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UG 3iehs (FFCAT 2026 4T fda 2026) S“&? -

2ufi fader 2026 (3ifam)
H{Fﬁ@?ﬂm (Combined CPI) & 00 f - 5.54%
IO B (Rural CPl) e —  6.08%
& 9ETE (Urban CPI e ~ 4.88%
HYTh @I WeE (Combined CFPI) 7.74%
THTT @ HETTE 8.06%
Ted] e yee 7.18%
HeFeT AT TEAHT & HATHS

*  HEH SATST HET §F el AL 2026 H TS h HETS X H™ SAQT 116.22% TN F6F AT TG H 60.74%, FiaT & W&l 7 52.39%, 3T H

48.32% W e 7 47.30% I Fgiadl I I TS|

YA (housing/fuel) T 2.9% &

AT & fRufa
HIH SI1ET HETS Tl U9d: 9 Usal § 3174 9297 H 649 ST18T 7.25% WS &t hi T3] §6eh o918 994 9297 (7.19%). TSI (7.17%) R FACH

(7.07%) 6T ¥4 &I

¥ 9 gere: oot § wgmE 21 3.80%, sieum 3t FAaEr  3.46% a9t fusiig § 999 %9 2.85% @

6.09%
6.63%
5.41%
8.94%
9.09%
8.68%

* I YA TEHZ AR AEH (accommodation) W1 H HETE 10.06%, IHEE (transport) H 5.84%, FH9¢ I S[d-=19e H TTHIT 5%, T9T HATEH A
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Union govt. sanctions 26 roads

vﬂ.’

| Vijaita Sing

| NEW DELMI

Amid contimuing face-ofts
‘with the Chinese Army
fakong the Line of Actual
| Control (LAC) in Arunachal
| Pradesh since late July, the
! IndoTibetan Border Police
| (IT8P) has sanctioned the
L comstruction of new bor-
Cder Infrastructure in the
‘nonheastern State, a se-
nbor government  official
L sold The Hinduw.
. EarBer, in February, the
- Cabinet Commiitee on Se-
Ccurity (CCS) had cleared
| the thind phase of the Indo-
| Chima Border Roads QCBR:
A1) project.
| Under the scheme, as
| many a8 26 roads are 1o be
| constructed along the LAC
‘i Arumachal | Pradesh,
another government off-
(clal sald. The Unlon Go-
| vernment Bas not yet off-
(cially  announced the
| JICER M project or pablicly
- disclosed these details.
' This Is only the secor
time after 1he 2020 Galwan

chashes i castern Ladalh
that a critical road infras-
tructure project has been
sanctioned along the bor-
der with China.

The firss phase of the
ICBR was iniGated in 2005
when it was decided that
the Union Home Ministry
would construct 27 priori-
1y roads with 3 tocad lengzh
of GOS ki along the border
with China,

The second pluse of the
ICAR, comprising 32 roads
with a total length of 683
km, was approved on Sep-
tember 21, 2020, just
months after 20 Indan sol-
dlers were killed in viokent
clshes with the Chinese
Peoples Liberation Army
in castern Ladakh

Infra plans

Since September, the [TRP
has authorised the cone
struction of 15 pedestrian
suspension bridges and 18
log bridges in Upper Sub
ansari and Xunng K '
disiricts, covering the

Youchy topography: A Lradge under comatruction e Arusachal
Pradesh song the border with Chna A imay LARSHMAN

Arunachal Pradesh.

The project clearance
canve s after Inclia host-
ed the 12h BRICS Summit
from September 11 to B3 In
New Delhi, which was at-
tended by Chinese Presk
dent Xi Jinping.

A govermment  state
met after the meeting
sald that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi empha
sised that peace and tran-
quillity in the border arcas
remain an essential basis
for the continued develop
ment of balateral relations
He tnderTine] the need [or

both sides 1o obserye exist
Ing agrevments and under-
stamlimgs on border-relat-
ed iSsies,

In Decemnber 2020, the
Union Home Ministry had
approved] construction of
I8 pedestrian tracks, in
cluding foot  suspension
bridges, log bridges, and
staging camps, measuring
a total dength of 558.27 km
in the border aress of Aru-
nachal Pradesh.

“Continuing face-offs’
On October 22 this year,
former ITHP Dirsctoe-Gen-

o LAC in Arunachal

eral Shatruject Kapar men:
toned that the “face-off”
with Chinese troops “comth
nues at several locations in
Arumachal Pradesh.”™
Addressing the Himweer
Samunan Samaroah at the
Central Traming College =
Alwar in Rajasthan, Mr. Ka-
par said, “In the past few
days, a sHuation arose
where face-olfs happened
at several locations In Ang-
nackad and It still conti
nuwes. Our Shaurya com:
mandas plhyed  an
exemplary role Inthis”
The oae-hour B3-mimne
ong video recording of Mr.
Kapur's speech has since
been taken down from the
morrs official  YouTube
Page.
The tension In Arurna
chal Pradesh has persisted
even though Tnchia and Chi
na have held three hgh e
vel border talks since july.
On August G, the J6th
WMOC (Working Mechan
sm for Consultation and
Coordination on Inda-Chi-
na Border Affalrs) meeting

was held. This was fol
Kowed by the 25th roancd of
talks between the Special |
Representatnves on  the |
boundary guestion on Au
gust 26 i Beijing, where |
India was represented by
National Security Advisor
Ajit Dovad,

On September 6, the
nrst-ever Corps Commnan-
derdevel meetings  bet
ween the 1wo armies were
heldd in the Eastern Sector |
a the Vacha-Dumal bordes
personnel meeting point in
Arunachal Pradesh Such
meetings have <o lar brges
ly Been held ar the Chisdy
ul-Moklo border meeting |
point In eastern Ladakh, |
particularly after the Gal
wan Valley cashes of June ]

The Army and the ITHP |
are deployed aloag the Chi- |
na boeder and looy range |
patrols are regularly semt l
1o the Sorward arcas. Due |
to the weather conditions, |
such patrols are only sent |
between Juse and (Xtobwr |
i Arursachal Pradesh.

Meas ludumg_ hina in
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PMO sanctions prosecution of
two IAS officers in 98-crore
‘TN. tender irregularitieg,case

Mohamed Imranullah S,

 CHENNAI

' The Prime Minister's Office

{(PMO) has accorded sanc-

tion to prosecute two IAS

officers - K.S. Kandasamy

and K. Vijaya Karthikeyan

~ under the Prevention of

Corruption Act, 1988, In

- connection

with  the

- 198.25-¢crore  Corporation
tender irregularities case

in Tamil Nadu, registered
primarily against former

' AIADMK Minister S.P. Velu-
‘mani, the Madras High
Court was informed on
Thursday,

Justice N. Anand Venka-

1esh recorded the submis-
-sion made by Additional

- Solichtor

General  (ASG)

- A.R.L. Sundaresan, assist-
- ed by Central government
senior panel counsel V.
Chandrasekar, and direct-
- ¢d the Directorate of Vigi-
lance and Anti-Corruption

(DVAC) to proceed withthe  court petition against the

The Madras HC proceedings
pertain to the case registered
primanly 323inst ex-Minester
S.P. Velumani. FILE PHOTO

process of hiling the charge
sheet against all the ac-
cused in the long-pending
COITUPLIOn Case.

Long-drawn process

Referring to the long
drawn process of obtaining
sanction to prosecute the
two [AS officers, since the
complainant, Jayaram Ven-
katesan of Arappor lyak-
kam, filed a contempt of

DVAC officials in 2025, the
judge said: "It is a classic
case of how much of effort
had to be put in to obtain
sanction to prosecute IAS
ofhcers in criminal cases.”

“The wheels (of law en-
forcement) move laster
against poor people but for
influential people, the
wheels bardly move,” he
said. Last year, the judge is-
sued a series of directions
1o the State government t
send the files 1o the Cengyd,
and then suwo motu
pleaded the Department
Personnel and Training
(DOPT) in New Delhi to
make it expedite the pro-
cess of obtaining sanction.

After the ASG submitted
a copy of the sanction or-
der before the court, the
Judge ordered the deletion
of the DoPT from the array
of respondents, since it
Wwils not a necessary party
in the contempt proceed-
ings anymore.
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India sees 38% drop
in TB mortality since
2015: WHO report

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI

India has seen a 38% re
duction in tubercubosis
(TB) mortality since 2015,
compared to a global aver
age of 35%, and a 94%
treatment  suUcCcess  rate
among patients with drug
susceprible TB, according
to the Workd Health Organ-
tzation (WHO)'s Global Tu:
berculosis Report 2026,

Last year, the South-
- East Asia Region recorded
the largest number of new
TB cases (35%), followed
by the Western Pacific Re-
glon (27%) and the African
Regaon (25%).

Around 88% of new TB
cases occurred in 30 coun
tries. India (about a quar-
ter), Indonesia (10%), the
Philippines (6.8%), China
(6.5%), Pakistan (6.4%), Ni-
geria (4.9%), the Demo
cratic Republic of the Con-
- go (3.9%) and Bangladesh
(3.7,

Globally, abour 50% of

people treated for TB and
their households face total
costs (direct medical ex-
penditures, non-medical
expenditures, and indirect
costs such as income loss-
es) that are catastrophic
(greater than 20°% of total
household income).

People with compro-
mised Immune systems,
such as those living with
HIV, undernutrition or dia-
betes, or people who use
tobacco have a higher risk
of falling ill.

High toll
The report showed a total
of 1.13 million people died
from TB in 2025, Multi
drug-resistant TB remains
a public health crisis and a
health security threat.
Between December 7,
2024 and November 8,
2026, the TB Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan achieved signifi-
cant progress, identifying
and bringing over 25 crore
individuals within the
scope of screening.
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Swabbing public transport to
identify urban microbiomes
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Youlube Homework

» AMR (Anti Microbial
Resistance)
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before commining 1o kofty dimate goaks ' {

T B 3kt Conderonce of Partios (0067 bogan ? /,B \

thits week in Antakva, Torkive. 1hosted by
Tarkive and nogotistions peosichnd over (/ o

by Aantralis, the 1w g to the gathering siw oo
! ndsterial dedegations visit Fl and Tuvale. This ’ 0
| wats to serve a5 2 stark reminder of the purpose of / /\ ‘Z > U N E P
L0, ramedy thar & was s ishnd nations thar /
are mosl vuloeralde 10 warnung rom rising )
groeniouse g emsalons. Howewver, the opening 3 5 . J‘\/
s Tave Behad 1his serse of unpency, Proeck > UNDP

foent wordd leaders, cven from the Egropean A .
L coustries who 35 2 group champlon the Guise \
st vocderousdy, have Chosen 80 KD the meet \
The agenda and prestmmmit expectations sug
L pest thee the nisin conceres this year are Bcely o
Fhe abot delivering on eabzing commiirsents
such ax delivering $300 hillicer 3 yoar 3y 2005,
Cwhech was Avcided at OOF 29 in Bk, as well 2
e COPXMO call o tiple the alaptation finasce
during that interval, Jiowever, deoding how
Ihese clnate Sunds wil pracocally thow das been
| deferied 10 COPE2. The sevond global stockrabe,
a peoodic check on progress under the Paris
L Agreement, begins at COP3L, but the Insergovern
| el Pased on Cinuste Change GPCO bas ith
s v o & tunekese lor e neal sopocts ot wal
L setve 28 Do scienting prash 10 pobicy makers 50 a0
' ovberate efforts Somands Keoping a rise in tetnper
| stures below 2°C, and moere spbatioushy 151
L The peevicns edition of COP3I0 conluded
- wizhoue 2 formal readmap away rom fossd fucls
- & s1op hack from the COPFZS consanaus i De
Phal There b 2 volamary roadoup abead of
CCOPT! Ingt & s out of the keeasl regiotating tond
I the b bgronemsd of the Wiest Asla war, the with
' drawal of the Usited Ststes from the Pars Agree
| more and hmancial srain wre Sirge over Elrope,
lunds are 2 chalienge as evidenced In the recent
| Loas and Damage fond appeoval 10 Nepal of 524
milbon when the ask is in dbons. COP3I pres
G, Suree Karurem b Tid an clectriication L
e, which is 10 nadse cloctricity s share froos 3N
Of Total etergy domstanpion 1o 355 by 2005 Ia
- i hees alveady refused 00 sgos sudh & plodize and
© insasted on precictable dimate fnance, technnlo-
LBy transter, and patmally determined Jpproach-
' s o dimace mitigation. These negotatioos bave
o characeer of thedr own and deliberating naooes
TOAST SITING 10 201 IDEkoas 1o deliver on past pro
(nises rathey than Commit 10 fnew Ry targets.



COP 31 (2026)
4T |IET (New Deal) - COP31 SeraTd #eHe .
. + JiareT : & Tgul IR
* UG d5®: aaﬁ%ammﬁuémrimm T ﬂtalya)‘\gﬁt{(gﬁ)\—
% ﬁmmﬁmmm%sﬁtmﬁmmmmﬁn = g1
WG W AR ATE: T Grle I T ST T aTel O A R, S 5 il Sl
COP29 H 77 fRu U 2035 dF 9fd a9 300 faferas Sier m 2, 39 e : qhl) g1

* faraer =1 =Tl alis COP32 @ 2re fom 7 2) ‘ %
o eitfoat: ufidt ot i o, i wwEt & s ¥ gl siv g i R ) Ut urum)

SYch M B1 (4 UN-Habitat +3

G2 F FON 5 AT GF ST AT a4 717 2)
*  9RA HTHA: COP31 % 3748T 7Ld ¥4 4 2035 T Fel Foll @ | fe
T feaTll 23% ® SgTa 35% F F1 &7 T@T 2| ¥Rd A 39 % & a9
T FEATET i W ST oL 9T @ S ATHIG STetad o, e ien o
FEATT a7 Sterard ¥ fued & fow uedia vt ot fyifa gfesemr g s e

COP 32 (2027)
o YT 1Y Jarat (Addis Ababa), gfaatfaan

el - |
o T ¥ AU A 7 FA G TR W HT I T A FI G FA AR RO To-p 2oy
AT =fE o JUIEraT / ASTaT: Tg Gee Sihid wg

(African Group) & 3R @ sfaifoar 7 smaifsE
ginm 1 sfaaifoar & ey w51 1. Aifdgs Aatuats
(Gedion Timothewos) @l COP 32 @1 3fwed-
1A (President-Designate) Ageh fabar mar g1
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India and UK. are turning climate ambition into action

; ext week, Mumnbal will become the stage
for one of the world's boldest dimate
Keas. The brgest ever Earthshot Prise

' exdition will hring together Inpovatoes, Irvestors,
bm&m policymalers and young people o

| narn ennviroamentad sobutlons o lmpact o scale.

s Five wanners will each recetve £1 miion 1o
acoederate thelr worke
I It all beyan with o simple bue powerful idea
| that human ingenuity, innovation and optisnism
' can bedp repair our plinet. Founded by His Royal
. llUm The Prince of Wales, The Earthahot
| Prize socks solutions capable of davering
| transformative environmental mpact. Since the
| Prive was launched o 2000, Inda s prodaced
| more Earthshos fmalists and winoers than any
| other country (nine fimalists inclading four
| winners). This year two of the 15 frakets are
- based i Incdia. As the Prize arrives in Mumbai,
f Tesclia’s groming infusence in cean gromh and
clirnaze novation will be on full display.
| harve seen what this Mnd of partnership can
A hbeve. | bogan my canvet &8 a diplonus working
i 0n the Montreal Protocol, when governments,
| cosnpanies, soentiats andd NGOs came together 1o
| tackie the hole in the coone layer, [t worked,
| Almost all ogcae depleting subrtanoes have been
| phased oot aned the oaone Bver bs on track o
; recover within decades. However, dimuse change
i is 2 far blgger and move coenplex <lallenge,

| The need to accelerate climate action
| The wnpgency belsmd Eartduhot's message is
| stromget tham ever, This year, the dimnate crish
| ' has been exacertated by £1 Niho, with
L comilict-Griven enengy shocks bedegd felt globally.
i The surest wary 1o sifeguand our encrgy scourity
| and economic growth & 1o accelerute the
| transition to chean energy.
The LUK -Inda clienuee pasenership shomes wig
delivery can look like in practice. Both our

Actng Dritzh Mgh
COMMSoOon te
Inda

The UK-hixka
clinute
partnership
shems whont
detivery can
ook ke In
pracrice Both
OUE connries
recognise tha
the <hift o
cleancr growth
B DOE sepsirae
from the pursust
of prosperity

countries recognise that the shift to cleaner
growth i not separate from the pursasit of
prosperity, That ks why climate and chean energy
cooperation s at the hean of the UK -Indl
Vision 2035,

IndQ's progress spesics for teed, NonJosd foed
SCeroes now account kor more than half of India’s
instalied power capacity - five years ahead of is
2000 varget; it is abming for S00 GW of non fossil
fuel capacity by 2000, Through the Intermational
Sofar Allance and the Coalithon lor Dissster
Resillent frastructure, Indi Is shaping gotal
response, Mearmidsde, the UK, Jus also an its
grecnhoase gas emissions by mace than half since
1950 w bulle groming our eConomy.

Earher this month, the UK. was proud to be 3
parter country at the Bharat Renewalle Energy
Summe and Expo 2005, which showcased the
dymamism of Inda'’s clean emergy sectog

Inda’s Central Electricity Regulatory
Cormmission and Ofpem (the ULKs Ofhice of Gas
anxd Electriciy Markets) are wocking together on
electricny market reform, and a joant offshoee
wind tasicforce Is supporting the development of
the sector in Indka. The UK. &s leaming from
India’s energy stack on Gata sharing across the
CNTRY Syitem).

climate action
Suachy nnovation charges the woeld only i s
financed at scale. Last year, our govermiments
Lbunched the Inda- UK. Climate Finance Inicaove
10 hedpy scade climuane investoment, unbock green
growth and Create pew BHancing opportungics in
both countries. The UK & already mobilising
sigrahcant capital foe India’s transition, Owr £330
million cagmal investment portiolio, in
parinership with the Government of India, has
keveraped more than £35S billioa for green and
Inclarshv husinesses and mchinology sTarn-Lps,
Britksd Insemational Tovestment (BID hus backed

moee than 600 basinesses and committed $1.1
billion to chmateJocused investments & India
since 2022, making Inda s begest marker, T™h
moey Is funding inltatives thae people in India
will be witnessing and usiog in their day1o-day
e sach as edoctrie bases, grid-scale baneries and |
the next generation of clean 2och staet-ugs.

A global security issue

Chimate is allsa a securey ssue. At the UN General
Assembly in September, UK. Foregn Secretary
Ld Millband co-comvened foregn Ministers to
discuiss clinmate and nature crises as natioeal
security challenges.

1 b am agendda the UK and India share,
reflected in our co-chadring of the UN Disasaer
Rk Redoction Sordor Otholads” Mectiog in New
Dedhi in October. Both India's Natiocal Disaster
Marugiement Authocity and the UK S Cemtre for
Disaster Protection, working together, are
srengthening dissater risk trusclog, ncluding
assessing the feasiility of a sovereyn disasser
1k pool,

Earthshot codncides with COF31 iIn Amalya,
Tirkiye, where governments will meet to turn the
Maris Agreement into deivery. The UK, will work
with Tl and other partrees 1o acoekecate the
electrification of rarsport and indunstry, unlock
finance, and keep the 2ol of loeing warnnins to
1.5 degrees Celsluzs within readh,

The Montreal Protocol showed that the workd
can hix a planetary problemn when & chooeses 1o,
The innovators pathering in Mumb are shonwing
it s possible today, The task now s for
governments, investors and businesses to back
them with capital ;nd the policy certalaty that
bets pood eas grow. From Mumbad to Amtaha,
the message s clear: climate acthon canoot wak,
The UK. and India are not jusst talking about the
husure we psed, we are bullding it We lervite
oihers to bealkd it with us.
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A g STHeCl S IS 9 81| 6 T FHEFT i HE |7={aata$rg@ T A3 (Awards Night) = @19 2, foraenr Ifaes
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TEEERT T SR AT0m 39 15 st 4 4 5 fastarai s =m1 ST R ve st w9 SisEe w A6 s & fae £ fofoem
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(Fres &), farse et A= (Fernrl &1 [eaN), fieg o1 a2-1ht aes (Fe0-1wh =), i e 37at FezHe (Searg gem)l
e iR Rt wrierl 38 qHirE st BT T Sitet T S gEH Gied deerent, snfaar g, Tt ATt 71T 2 e s e
yifae et wid it 31 8 wigeT o aiga Aifafad (Mahindra Last Mile Mobility) 31 gfzen grefam ¢+ (Mahila Housing Trust) i
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‘India will remain a trusted
partner for global investors’

Amid global uncertainties, India is doing all it can to ensure safety of the investors’ money. even as
wars rage in other parts of the world, says Union Commerce and Industry Minister Pivush (.mV

Y. Raghavendra

VISAKHAPATNAM

eeking 1o assuage
s fears over the safety
of Foretgn Direct In-
vestments (FDID due to the
likely impact of global un-
certainties, Union Minister
for Commerce and Indus-
try Pivish Goval said India
had been and would re
main a trusted partner and
reliable destination for in-
VESIors cven as wars raged
in other parts of the world,
The ongoing conllicts
cast thelr shadow on Inter-
national trade, but India
was an exception, with its
stable policies and gover-
nance that would never let
the investors down, he as
serted. Participating as the

chief guest in the inaugural

Commerce Minister Pliyush Goyal shares a lighter moment with AP,
CM N, Chandrababu Naidu at the CHl Partnership Summit. K & DEEPAX
———

sesshon of the 3ist CI1 Pant-
nership Swmmit 2026 here
on Thursday, Mr. Goyal
said the world was witness-
ing multiple crises, chal
lenges and intense compe-
tition, but India was

‘committed to standing by

investors  during  these

tough times,

The investor communi-
ty could be assured of the
business environment
even during the present
times, as the Government

of India was doing all it

could to ensure the safety
of the money they were
pumping into various pro-
jects, he asserted.

Mr. Goyal said India
would fully respect and
protect Intellectual Proper-
ty Rights and extend coop-
eration 10 innovators and
investors. “India  would
never steal technology,” he
stated, promising indus-
tries full support In manu-
facturing high-quality pro-
ducts at competitive costs
and at a greater speed.

While foreign  invest-
ments poured in, India’s
skilled youth were making
a significant comnibution
o the countrys GDP
growth by leveraging on
their skills and capabilities
to a phenomenal effect,

_Uhe Minkster said,
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Russian oil imports touch record €6.4 bn in Oct.

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India's purchases of Rus
sian fossil fuels surged to a
record €6.4 billion in Oc-
tober, driven by a sharp in-
crease in crude oil im-
ports, helping Moscow
push its fossil fuel export
revenues to their highest
monthly level since
cember 2022 despite
ern sanctions.

“India was Cecond-
largest buyer of Russian
fossil fuels in October
2026, importing a total of
€6.4 billion of Russian hy-
drocarbons, its highest
monthly total in data going
back to January 2022,
Crude oil constituted 91 %
of India’s purchases, totall-
ing €5.8 billion. Coal (€333

million) and oil products

(€232 million) constituted
the remainder of its
monthly Russian imports,”
according to a monthly
analysis by the Centre for
Research on Energy and
Clean Alr (CREA),

China remained the lar-
gest global buyer of Rus-
sian fossil fuels, accounting
¢10.7 billion) of
Russia’s export revenues
om the top five
importers.

“India’s imports of Rus-
sian crude oll rose In Oc-
tober 2026, up 10% month:
on-month. Russian crude
imports rose at all three of
India’s largest importing
refineries: (Navara Ener-
gv's) Vadinar (up 12 %
month-on-month), (Re-
llance Industries lad’s)
Jamnagar (up 22%), and
{Indian Oil Corporation

———

Indsa was the second-largest
buyer of Russan fosst fuels in
October 2026.

Ltd."s) Paradip (up 28%)."
CREA said. "This Increase
has once agun made the
Jamnagar refinery the big-
gest importer of seaborme
Russian crude.”

The EU was the third-
largest buyer of Russian
fossil fuels, accounting for
11 % (€2.2 billion) of Rus-
sia’s export revenues from

the top five importers in

October 2026. Refineries
in India, Turkive, and Bru-
nei that use Russian crude
exported €16 billion of oll
products to countries that
imposed sanctions on Rus-
sia for its February 2022 in-
vasion of Ukraine. “The
destinations include the
EU (€1.2 billion), Australia
(€271 million), the US.
(€94 million), and New
Zealand (€23 million). An
estimated €389 million of
these products were re
fined from Russian crude.”

According 1o CREA, Rus-
sia's fossil fuel export reve-
nues surged to their high-
est monthly level in
October since December
2022, rising M% from the
previous month to €754
million a day, as higher
crie oil prices and record

seabome oil eamings off-

set Western sanctions and
kept Moscow's energy ex-
ports Bowing.

China and India, the
two largest buyers of Rus-
sian fossil fuels, recorded
their highest monthly pur-
chases since January 2022,
highlighting Moscow’s con-
tinved dependence on
Asian markets even as
Western governments
tighten restrictions on its
energy trade, the think
tank said.

China purchased Rus-
sian fossil fuels worth €10.7
billion in October, while In-
dia’s imports amounted 1o
€6.4 billion. The European
Union remained the third-
largest buyer, with pur-
chases of € 2.2 billion, fol-
lowed by Turkiye at €1.1 bil-
lion and South Korea at

€488 miillion,

Youlube Homework
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India-Bangladesh

consular dialogue
postponed over rif]

' Kallod Bhattacherice

CNEW DL

! Days afier Bangladesh's de-

posed  Pricse Mingster

CSheikh Hasina  requesoed
Dhaka for a new passpost

L ansd athonad identity card,

:lh\' '. n |

,A.oi.l T )

. ' o) )
F At IHAT WMo M

.!'.l‘l .? lie '\"a'.‘.ull.'i io' 0“)\'

18 Bas beens postponed, o
| lipbomatic

source  has
coodirmed

The source  Indicased
the posipooement of
ue was maindy an

ol fgrowing ten

et that

The planned consudar dia

! bogue woudd have been the

first such mesting belween

- thee Two sides B moee than
Ltwo years. The Rist such

diglogue was held in New
Dielbi om May 29, 2004, just

momhs before the Hasing

L poverminen el in a youth

' bed uprisirg in Diaka,

The consular didogue

s sChedudedd 10 Be heddd

in Dhaka o the level of Ty
rectors-General of the Yoo
relle Mingstries of both

L OIS

The planned agends o

cluded Sssues of border

management, visa proce

dures, and the repatriation
of cltizens detained on
both sides. The numiber of
Indian visas lssued was
drastically reduced when
tensxons broke out in Au- |
st 2024

According 10 sources,
India has gradually in
Creased the number of Wi
s& Bwed w0 wranddlers |
froen Bangladesh in recent
months, especially after
the ¢dection of Prime Mi-
nister Tarigue Raliman in
February this year.

Attemnpts at normalising |
the India Bangladesh rela-
tonship i cecent months
heve been hindered by Ms,
Hasina's presence in India,
where she 100k refuge on |
Asgast S, 2004, O Noverm-
ber 9 this year, a London:
based legal fum represent:
g My, I wrote to e
High Commission of Ban-
ghadedh in New Delhi re-
questing 2 pew passport
and the national 1D card.
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‘India-EU FTA can be a game changer’

i Armtusacahor terms sl o minro i sk wn B sons Gortim B tsaaacourting b bndia Can eeesport so Fuogae, ndr’s aueo kst ry Can
Decome interationadly rooee cosmpetinive oo sopgsdy cluin eraion, aod Tansd Nodu aoc] ot scisteil buds stand o Boevetin fom dhie FTA

INTERNIEW

Jasper Wieck

| Saraaan Lakoluan

. hoA W ranpoe
wirview, Gerooun Am

Leavaes  Lakobewan

Waeaxdy » Inda
Beger Wik spoke 0 Na
Maxn

| wvoley Kuropean weoun-
' by sechirocte, the peoren

dal bx grweth i Ue sy
L FIA, Sidery) cean
eoery amd defeoce nta

s, atd opgent et e L

hiled Indas wadlery

L Lty

e InSe TUTTA

- Mgt hons o Tuded

- warber thicyvar Whikh
et el o

privisons woakd
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indicates to U.S. envoys during talks

—wush
1\ » Gaza Peace Plan _ 5, 5!

The Russian President proposes a short-term ceasefire in key frontl
troops being stationed in Ukrainge kushimer, Witkol urge Putin o

Agence France Presse
NOSCOW

imir Putin indi-
‘} cated on Thursday
that Russia will not

compromise on s har-
diine demands to end the
Ukraine offensive, but ol
fered a short4ernm cease-
fre in a key frontline ity in
Donetsk during a Kremiin
meeting with LS. envoys.
The Russian President
said he would not water
down his termorial de
mands to controd parts of
Ukraine that Russia claims
1o have annexed, and ruled
ot agreeing to foreyn
peacekeeping troops being
sationed in Ukradne - a
deployment that he said

would be a “continuation
of war”,

fared Kushner and Steve
Witkof! were in Mascow af
ter two cdays of talks in Abu
Dhabi searching for a way
o end Europe’s worst con-
fhict since the Second
World War.

Mr. Putin’s commems
appeared to douse hopes
that a deal to end the war
could be within grasp, after
Ukrainian President Volo
dymyr  Zelenskyy  said
there was a “window of op-
portunity”™ to achieve “a
result” before 2027,

The Ametrcans, mean-
while, urged Mr. Putin to
allow European represen
tathoes to st at the table for
the nesa round of 1alks.

~

-

»'. _-0:_-

Viadimar Putin speaks to US. envoys Steve Withe® and Jared
Kushner a8 the Sesate Palace of the Moormiin on Thursdsy. a»

Mascow has successiul
Iy managed to reframe the
discussions oa the war as
part of a wider ducussion
about European securaty.

But Ky and European

leaders have wrged against
anew “Yalta™ - 3 reference
to the post-Second World
War deal to carve the conti
nent into spheres of in-
fluence - and sakd talks

» ity in Donetsk: he also rules out agreeing to foreign
le European representatives in next round of talks

must be focused on ending
the Ukraine war fAirst.

Mr. Kushner and Mr,
Witkoff will travel o Du-
Min, where a European
summit ks taking place, to
meet Ukrainian Presxdemt
Volodymyr Zedenskyy later
on Thasday.

‘No grey zones’
Usually held behind closed
doors, the Kremblin chose
to tekevise a lengthy open
ing exchange between Mr.
Putin and the US. envoys,
The Russian leader also
rejected talk of a possible
termtorial settlement in-
volving “grey”™ - or demull
tarised - zones béetween
Ukraimian  and  Russkn
POSRONS

» Mecca Pact _
> BADR Pact
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Taiwan ‘reunification’ must
happen: Chinese President

Reuters
BEIJING

The tide of history cannot
be stopped, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping said on
Thursday, as he urged
complete “reunification”

of Taiwan with the mother,

land and pledged to dese
peacefully, making no

mpetion of the use of
a views democrati-
cally-governed Taiwan as
its own territory, despite
Taipei’s strong rejection of
that claim, and has repeat-
edly offered a “one coun-
try, two systems” model of
autonomy not supported
by any major Taiwanese
political party.
Resolving the Taiwan
question is an "unwavering
historical mission”™ of Chi-

na’s Communist Party, Mr.
Xi said in a speech in Beij-

X Jinping

ing’s Great Hall of the
People.

“The tide of history can-
not be stopped,” Mr. Xi ad-
ded. “The complete reuni-
fication of the motherland
must be realised, and it will
certainly be realised.”

Mr. Xi's comments came
in a speech on the 160th
birthday of revolutionary
hero Sun Yatssen who
helped lead a 1911 revolt
that ended centuries of
rule by emperors and em-

presses and ushered in the
Republic of Chi

Mr. Xi said
heres to “pea
cation and the
‘'one  country,
tems'™ and i
to Tajw ile upholding
the * “hina principle”,
or Beijing’s position that
both sides of the Taiwan
Strait are one country.

All Chinese, including
those in Taiwan, should
join hands to jointly op-
pose Taiwan indepen-
dence “separatst” lorces
and strive for peaceful de-
velopment of cross-Strait
ties, Mr. Xi added.

Despite Mr. Xi not men-
tioning the use of force,
which China has never re-
nounced for Taiwan, its
military operates around
the island on a daily basis,
and is extending its reach
further into the Pacific.

Ma ad-
unih- |
cy of
WO Sys-
ing to talk
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Yemen's Houthis say
they targeted Saudi

EastWest plpelme

Agence France-Presse
RIYADH

Yemen’s Houthis (Ansar Al-
lah) said on Thursday that
their forces targeted Saudi
Arabia’s East-West pipeline
and an oil facility in the
port city of Yanbu on the
Red Sea.

The pipeline, which
ends at Yanbu, has become
increasingly important to
the world’s largest crude
exporter, allowing it to get
its oil to market after Iran
blockaded the Strait of
Hormuz at the outset of the
West Asia war.

Houthi  spokesperson
Yahya Saree said in a post
on X that one operation

“targeted Pumping Station |
No. 7 on the East-West Pi-
peline using a drone”,
while a second “targeted |
the Yanbu oil facility using |
a ballistic missile”.
He claimed both attacks |
~ as well as two others tar-
geting a Saudi airport and |
an airbase not far from the |
Yemeni border - had been
successful.
The Houthis have re-
peatedly targeted the East- |
West pipeline, and on
Monday Saudi Arabia said |
an attack on the conduit |
had sparked a fire but had |
not affected operations.
Mr. Saree also said the
Houthis had attacked Sau- |
di Aramco in Riyadh.
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